
Premium Waste Cushions (2016-17)

A project by Ok

Introduction

The Premium Waste Cushion is an interactive product upcycled from PVC canvas, which users fill
with clean plastic waste which otherwise would be thrown away. It is designed for users to become 
more aware of their use of plastic and be invited to improve their waste habits. The Premium Waste 
Cushion is a project of Upcycling Studio, where we have the motto that “change starts with me”.

Description of project

8 workshops for making Premium Waste Cushions were held from
December 2016 to March 2017, at the Upcycling Studio at Udavi School. 45
people participated, including Aurovilians, Newcomers and guests.

Participants were asked to compose two cushions out of PVC, one of
which they could take home. The other cushions were for putting in public
places, mostly around Auroville, to raise awareness and engage the public in
this project. Participants created 60 cushions in all, and 23 cushions were put
in schools and public spaces.

Each cushion filled with premium waste (clean, soft household plastic
waste) diverts 3-5 kg of plastic from the landfill. When people fill the cushion, they find how much 
plastic waste they create in their life and are encouraged to join us in finding a solution together.

Outcomes

• This project introduced and spread the idea of upcycling PVC to divert it from the landfill. It 
also introduced the idea of ‘premium waste’: when waste is clean it is a material, not just 
waste.

• The cushions will save up to 300 kg of plastics (3-5 kg per cushion x 60 cushions) when filled 
fully.

• We connected with the Youth Center and The Learning Community (TLC) who used PVC 
waste for their buildings.

• People engaging with this project become more conscious of the plastic products they buy, 
and see how much plastic they use by filling cushions. This can lead to more often refusing 
plastics in one's life.

Reflections

This project was started recently. Because we know that PVC is the worst plastic in the world, we
hesitated. In the end, we chose upcycling as a good solution. In the workshops we opened with the 
story of PVC and how harmful it is (but nobody left!).

The PVC canvas we use comes from a tent manufacturer. In creating their product 10-15% waste
material is generated, which is normally landfilled. Now, the company has said they are launching a 
bag brand in effort to try to reduce their waste to 5%. This is good, even if we can’t get the material 
in future.

Conclusion

It is challenging to make these kinds of changes. We need to follow up continuously with our 
projects and find new ways to ultimately refuse plastics.
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