
Kailash Youth Residency (2016-17)

Overview

Kailash is an educational residency. The general idea of Kailash is to have a shared living 
experience where the youth manage their community life, the duties that come along with it and 
the social outcome of it. This means that they have to organize their own lives to keep the harmony 
of the residence. They learn from the consequences of their acts and learn to be responsible.

A few rules have been set up from the start, which give form to our collective life:

• Kailash is open to youth between 16 and 21 years old.
• Residents must have a daily activity such as school, work, apprenticeship, etc.
• Residents actively participate in the community life (e.g. weekly meetings, gardening, 

cooking shifts, maintenance of the building, and so on).
• Residents respect each other and the neighbourhood (no loud noise after 9 pm).
• No illegal drugs in the residency.

Highlights of the year

In November 2016 we held a fundraising dinner and karaoke night in Kailash. This was to raise 
funds for refurbishing the 15-year-old building. We do not receive any financial support or a 
maintenance budget from Auroville, but generate income from within only. This year it was very 
much necessary to undergo full clean-up and repairs of the bathrooms, and a full repainting of the 
inside of the building by a professional crew. We also had electrical problems with our bore well 
pump, and had quite some substantial expenses to fix that. The fundraising event had a very 
positive impact not only within Kailash itself but also within the larger Auroville community. It felt 
like a family event. The refurbishing that we could do with the funds contributed to a general feeling
of well-being and put positive energy into the place.

In November 2017 a beautiful first-page article was published in our local Auroville Today 
newspaper celebrating Kailash's 15 years of existence.

We continued with our regular internal collective clean up, gardening and other community 
works.

Outcomes

Kailash benefits the Auroville youth, with 12 rooms are available for them. Two rooms are also 
available for non-Auroville youth who wish to come and live a different life experience within 
Auroville. These youth from outside also choose to fit into the original frame and criteria of Kailash, 
participating in the full Kailash experience.

Reflections

This year we had fewer Auroville youth, and more available rooms, so we decided to extend our
hospitality to young volunteers. This was not a very successful experience as volunteers who come 
to Auroville may change their plans in between and often don't have a very bonding engagement to 
their volunteering place. This situation can be disturbing to the community life of Kailash, as the 
residents are to relate to the place and take up responsibility for the smooth functioning of the 



collective life. When people leave before the end of a projected term, it disturbs the flow of the 
group dynamics.

We have found it more successful to welcome interns who are in Auroville specifically for an 
internship and who are committed for a longer term. So now in Kailash we have both interns and 
non-Auroville youth who study in an Auroville school. Our experience with interns has been very 
positive; most of them come from different parts of India and this allows a nice positive interaction 
between youth from different parts of the country. They also come for a given length of time from 4
to 6 months, which is enough time for them to integrate and for a mutual meaningful exchange to 
take place.
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