
Scholarship and Education Fund (2016-17)

Introduction

The Scholarship and Education Fund (SEF) was established in 2008 to provide financial assistance
to Aurovilians seeking educational opportunities outside of Auroville. Financial assistance is provided
in the form of interest-free loans, repayable once the recipient begins to earn an income.

Activities of the year

During the financial year 2016-17 the SEF team met nine times to assess applications for loans 
and to interview applicants. The team also met with members of YouthLink to discuss help in fund-
raising and in secretarial work.

Outcomes

In total 52 Aurovilians received financial assistance to pursue educational opportunities, with a 
few of them receiving more than one installment. Of these 52, 35 pursued college or university level 
studies, with 33 pursuing opportunities in India and two abroad. Ten students of Future School 
received assistance to complete Edexcel O and A level exams, and seven students to attend NESS, an
Auroville school working as per CBSE standards. In addition to the 52 students supported by general 
funds of the SEF, a few students were helped through personally specified contributions.

The recipients of SEF support were mainly Bachelor's degree students, while a few worked for a 
Master's degree and one for a Ph.D. The subjects of studies were as follows:

Aeronautics, Architecture, Automobile Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, Biotechnology, 
Business Administration, Civil Engineering, Commerce, Computer Application, Education, 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Electronics and Communication Engineering, English, 
English Literature, Fashion and Apparel Design, Fine Arts, Geology, Information Technology, 
Journalism (combined with Psychology and English), Law, Mechanical Engineering, Mechatronics, 
Nursing, Physics, Political Science (combined with Economics and Sociology), and Zoology.

Reflections

Funding remains a major concern as there is no assured support from within or outside of 
Auroville. As the funds are always much below actual needs, obliging the families of applicants to 
finance the major parts of their needs with the help of private loans, and as applications from Future
School students (for Ecexcel exams) and from NESS (for school fees) increasingly drain our limited 
income, in late 2016 we decided to exclude these applicants from access to SEF funds. In February 
2017 this was implemented, and only few students of Future School were granted limited support.

Conclusion

As in the years before, the SEF helped many Auroville youth pursue educational opportunities. 
The team is actively looking for secretarial help – such as e.g. offered by YouthLink – so as to be able 
to invest time in publications on the Auroville website, in fund-raising, and in communication within 
Auroville and outside.
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