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Abstract:
The villages and towns in India are over-polluted by plastic bags and plastic bottles. We are not 

able to recycle them; instead we simply throw them away. Our surroundings are full of plastics, and 
we think that it is not enough to clean again and again, because the next day, people just throw them
again and again. This project through Kuilaipalayam Cultural Centre aims to change the habit of using
plastic bags and to give people an alternative. For this, we will create awareness programmes and 
provide cloth bags in the surrounding villages of Auroville, to make them plastic-free in future. Our 
programmes will include theatre productions, dance shows, videos, short films, walking with 
postures and cleaning up on the village streets.

Q2 report (July   – September 2017):

As our first step, we made a group bringing the resource persons together for our programme. 
These included Ramalingam from New Creation Field, an art teacher from Aikiyam School for the art 
programmes, Selvaraj (coordinator of Kuilappalayam Cultural Centre, KCC) for the drama group, Valli 
from the Lakshmi Puram village for tailoring, and Ganesh and Tamillanthi for the dance group. We 
had quite a few meetings together, and made some plans about how to move step-by-step towards 
reaching our goals:

1. Making a huge rally programme in October in Kuilappalayam village, with students from the 
different schools, women's groups, youth groups, guests, volunteers, and whoever else 
wants to participate with us. A call was made to the Auroville community in both Tamil and 
English.

2. Screening plastic awareness videos on the weekends at our KCC.
3. Working to make a video in our surroundings showing how and why we should change our 

habits of using plastic bags. We invited the Auroville Clean-Up team and WasteLess team to 
join with us and share with the villagers about what they have experimented with and what 
they wish to see as a real change.

4. Creating a poster and banner campaign encouraging the units, restaurants, shops, schools, 
people, etc. to use cloth bags.

5. Conducting a solid event with programmes for our overall project, “Awareness for a plas-
tic-free world”.

Reflections:
We realized that conducting classes for the students in the local the schools, encouraging partici-

pation in our programme, is very important in order to include them and will make a huge difference 
in the impact of our project.



Q3 report (October   –   December 2017):

1) Rally programme in Kuilappalayam village
We conducted a rally programme in Kuilappalayam village on December 12th, which was 

really a very big successful event. We took the time to prepare ourselves for this huge event 
with posters, videos, slogans, our Kuliappalayam Cultural Center (KCC) students’ work, 
finding the right time with students from many different schools in our surroundings, and 
bringing the women's group together for holding hands with us. Finally it was a very pleasant
event where we were able to touch the base for creating awareness with our villagers on 
plastics. We were very glad to see that the Kuilappalayam village leaders and panchayat 
authorities appreciated our concept of making “Awareness for a plastic-free world!” and also
the idea of making bags out of second-hand clothes and saris, for having “No more plastic 
bags and using cloth bags only!”

Altogether, there were more than 200 participants from Yatra, Kuilappalayam Trust 
School, Aikiyam School, New Era Secondary School, Oli School, Deepam School, 
Kuilappalayam Government School, women's groups from Kuilappalayam and 
Lakshmipuram, and also some friends, social workers, volunteers, guests and more who 
showed up to offer their participation and made it meaningful.

2) Ongoing video programmes
We have been showing plastic awareness videos, slide shows and movies every Saturday 

from 6pm to 8pm at our KCC. Since this is also the usual women's group meeting day and 
time, they also have opportunities to watch the videos and become more aware of the harm 
of plastics. Many different school students also show their interest in watching. So this is 
becoming a very solid and fruitful programme for reaching the people through media.

3) Making a video on our surroundings
This is still an ongoing programme.

Reflections:

 It may take a long-term effort to prevent the usage of plastics, but ours is the very first 
step for requesting people, shops, restaurants, units, schools, etc. to make use of the 
cloth bags which are going to be available in all of the Kuilappalayam shops. The 
response has been a very big YES to our appeal.

 People also question to what extent it is possible to get rid of all kinds of plastics, since 
these are cheaper cost-wise, and we reply that as a first priority we are focused on the 
single usage of plastic carry bags, which make a huge impact in polluting the whole 
world. Regarding the plastic bottles, boxes, and other things that are made out of 
plastics, these are still questions, because some are for short-term usage and some are 
for long-term usage. In any case, our request is to slowly get rid of the usage of plastic 
items, and the people also are wishing for it. We see that changes will happen very soon 
in our near future with the help of these kinds of campaigns, and we feel it is important 
to have a continuous programme for bringing solid changes in people’s habits.

“What you are not able to do today, you will achieve tomorrow. Persevere and you
shall conquer.”

— The Mother



Q4 report (January   –   March 2019):

Creative Art Programme:
As Art is an easy way for creating and spreading messages to people, we conducted a huge 

“CREATIVE ART PROGRAMME” event in Kuilappalayam village. We made a 50 meter cloth painting for
creating awareness of plastics through art, where we had around more than 50 students 
from different schools of many age groups, villagers, Aurovilians, visitors etc. The pictures helped and
guided for a better understanding, and encouraged interaction and questions about our campaign to 
ban the usage of plastics.

We also had a “Signing poster” on a corner where people could sign up to join us, or to 
share something through their writings about banning plastic items. 

Gino from Auroville Radio came and interviewed us and the participants, and everyone felt 
so special for being broadcast through the media. (https://www.aurovilleradio.org/awareness-
for-a-plastic-free-world  )

5-day Summer Camp:
During the summer holidays in May, we conducted a 5-day Summer Camp. We utilized this 

as an opportunity to offer many different activities for participating students. We created 
dramas and dances, involved students in the field work for cleaning up plastic, created an 
awareness group for plastics in the village, showed videos on avoiding plastics, and debated on 
how to avoid plastics. Food and snacks were served to the participants during the programme.

Event collaboration with Upasanna:
We conducted two activities in collaboration with Upasana, an Auroville unit focused on 

sustainable fashion, since they have also experimented in the same field. One event was a cleanup 
campaign in Kuilappalayam to show the impact of plastics. The other event was a one-day 
programme for collecting secondhand clothes to make cloth bags out of them. Workers at Upasana, 
the Kuilappalayam clean-up group, the Auroville clean-up group, Kuilappalayam Women's Group, 
and our own Kuilappalayam Cultural Center students and teachers participated. There were around 
150 participants, and all of us walked on the Kuilappalayam main road, and cleaned the garbage, 
collected the plastics, informed the shopkeepers and villagers for not throwing plastics on 
the streets, etc. We also showed our cloth bags to the shopkeepers and eventually asked them to 
utilize them every time, for a better future for us and for the environment too.

Tie-up with Kuilai Clean-Up and Auroville Clean-Up groups:
Our team felt so proud when we got the opportunity to tie up with “Kuilai Clean-up Team” 

and “Auroville Clean-up Group”. They wish to continue collaborating with us in any type of 

https://www.aurovilleradio.org/awareness-for-a-plastic-free-world
https://www.aurovilleradio.org/awareness-for-a-plastic-free-world


events in the near future.

Video nights:
Thanks to the generous support for this project, we got the very useful gift of having a 

Projector for multipurpose usage, so every week on Saturdays we offer a program from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. We show some short films, including for the first 10 to 20 minutes some short videos 
creating awareness about plastics. We plan to continue these video programs into the future.

Ongoing cloth bags programme:
We have continued to focus on how to reduce the single usage of plastic bags, as we notice 

the same habits of not carrying handbags to the shops. We started our project of making 
different types and sizes of cloth bags out of second-hand clothes (which are in good condition), 
and requested every shop in the village to utilize those bags in providing their groceries, 
vegetables, fruits, and household items. A number of shopkeepers expressed their appreciation, 
and thanks to the huge welcome from the community, we were led to create a new  project 
called “WELLBAGS” which has been recently been chosen for continued support through the 
Auroville Project Coordination Group. For all these successes, we would like to share our warm 
gratitude to the Bajaj grant through SAIIER who supported with their seed money our start up.

Overall outcomes of the project:

The RALLY inside the village streets was the first impact of
creating awareness on plastics, especially about the plastic carry
bags. A handout was issued to every home. So,
this programme was a great start for the whole programme.

Our cleanup activities, ongoing video programme, summer
camp activities, students’ dramas
and dances, also brought a very valuable and beneficial impact in
the people and in the surroundings.

The WELLBAGS ongoing program is step-by-step reducing
plastic carry bags in the area, and is a very positive collaborative
project. We strongly feel that this is the greatest outcome of the
overall project.

Reflections and lessons learned:

• Through our yearlong program we came to understand the importance of whatever activities
undertaken or initiated being able to continue for a longer period of time. Sometimes, 
efforts absolutely need and take more time to have beneficial results.

• Instead of looking for a result on the quantities, it is very important to look for a quality 
outcome of every undertaking and project. 

• The initiating person or the unit should become a role model through their initiatives.

Conclusion:

Our goal was certainly to avoid and prevent the selling of plastic carry bags which are harmful to 
Mother Earth. Consequently, for us it was great news that was declared by the Tamilnadu 
Government on June 5th, 2018, banning of selling the Plastic bags which are below 50 microns. The 
ban goes into effect from January 2019. (“However, a few plastic materials used for packing milk, 
curd, oil and medicine have been exempted from the ban,” Tamil Nadu CM said.) So hereafter, there 
will be a real need for having cloth bags for the shopkeepers, and we will be ready to fill their orders.


