
Auroville Theatre Group (2016-17)

The Auroville Theatre Group aims:

• To develop Theatre in Auroville.

• To enrich Auroville’s cultural life through theatre, in collaboration with music, dance and the 
visual arts.

• To enhance the consciousness of our audience through Theatre.

• To increase inter-cultural understanding through Theatre.

• To connect Auroville to India and the world through theatre exchanges with Indian and 
foreign theatre groups.  

• To offer classes, theatre workshops and productions facilitated by theatre artists from India 
and abroad.

Activities of the year

This year we staged the play Once Upon A River,  is a new play, a modern, cautionary fairy tale 
written by actor/playwright Vinu Karthick of The Auroville Theatre Group with the help of Jill 
Navarre. The play brought together actors and designers from Auroville as well as from Germany, 
Delhi and Chennai. It was performed at the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium in Bharat Nivas on November 
24, 25 and 26, 2016. 

Once Upon a River

Written by: Vinu Karthick

Directed by: Jill Navarre

Music by: Hartmut von Lieres

Costumes by: Tanya

Choreography by: Grace and Vaibhav

Sound and Video Operator: Myrta

Stage Manager: Mahesh

Assistant Stage Managers: Sanjeevi, Gospell

Assistant Director: Franzi

Set Design: Swar, Christophe, Mukesh Kumar, Ok

Lights: Jean Legrand

Actors: Swar, Shilpi, Natasha, Deep, Franzi, Sethupathy, 
Christophe, Renana, Hema, Satish, Sophie, Kalou, Chetan 
Kumar, Siddharth, Shrey, Prithvi, Yashoda, Kineret Lali, 
Mukesh Kumar



Outcomes

Our performance of Once Upon a River reached an Auroville audience of 1,500 people. Our 
production presented the premiere of a new play and offered an exciting theatre experience to 
Auroville which enriched our cultural life and connected us with other artists from India and abroad. 
Such a large, diverse group working together for a common goal proved it can be done! To me (Jill) 
this is always very inspiring.

We would like to thank:

• Shakthi for voice coaching
• Emmi and Michael, Jay Emmanuel for the dance and movement work
• Ok (Upcycling Studio), for the sparkling river and lake
• Jo and makeup team; Santosh for face painting
• Thanajayan, production manager
• Shanti for the props
• The Visitor's Centre and Dosa Corner for the tea
• Clemens and Coco (Auroarchana), for the props and furniture
• V. Umapathy (teacher at KVGH School of Fine Arts, Pondy) for the set design and waves
• Mohanam sound troupe for the festival music
• Madhu
• Anand
• Yatra Srinivassan fo the video
• Actor friends from Rajasthan

Reflections

What was most meaningful about this experience was putting together a large team from 
Auroville, around India and abroad and creating something beautiful together. The challenge was to 
keep our Auroville values and share them with those who are not from here. Artists who came from 
outside didn't understand our way of working, even our reason for working, sometimes. We learned 
to let go and let Mother do it!

Future plans

More and more, better and better. We have already started working on our next play, All My 
Sons by Arthur Miller. Because the world needs to come to Auroville, and Auroville must open its 
arms to the world.
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