
Supportive Learning Teacher Training
A project of the Teachers’ Center (2016-17)

Introduction

A “Consortium For Special Needs” was formed in 2014-15 with facilitators, parents and 
educators, and from this group a suggestion emerged to create a teacher training programme for 
Auroville teachers to better meet emerging needs in Auroville schools. In 2015-16 the first course on 
“Foundations for Supportive Learning” began, with main facilitators Stacy, Marion, and Maya, and 
guest facilitators Angelika from Deepam School and Heidi Watts. Eleven teachers from various 
Auroville schools and Outreach schools participated. This year, a repeat of that course was given for 
six new participants.

Description of project

This teacher training aimed to upskill Auroville teachers by providing information on the subject 
of ‘special needs’, creating dialogue and offering 1:1 supervision in context, and providing access to a 
specialised library. Through the course, teachers identified children and families in need of support 
and learned strategies for better management.

The six applicants for the course included two teachers from Udavi School, two from Nandanam 
Kindergarten, one from Deepam School (who withdrew), and one from Transition School. The course 
sessions took place at Nandanam.

The participants were given training materials:
1. Enhancing your Child’s Development by Sonja Witthous (Bsc.OT)
2. How the Special Needs Brain Learns by David A. Sousa
3. (optional) Positive Discipline for Children with Special Needs by Dr. Jane Nelson

These manuals were the foundation of the course. Self-study and school supervision enhanced 
the framework described in the books, and participants applied their observational skills in their 
respective schools. They each presented individual case studies of children with special needs to the 
group, and gave realistic recommendations for the family, child and school toward creation of an 
Individualized Educational Program (IEP).

Teachers then referred the children and parents to Marion and Stacy for specific supports if 
needed. Parent meetings took place at the Teachers’ Center, where a resource library is available to 
parents and teachers which addresses specific areas of special needs.

This year we again had a Consortium gathering for the teachers who have gone through the 
course together with others who work in the field of special needs. We plan to continue having these
gatherings once a year.

The schedule and topics covered in this year's course was as follows:

Date & Time Facilitator Module

Nov. 26, 10:30-12:30 Stacy The wonder of childhood development

Dec. 3, 10:30-12:30 Stacy The wonder of childhood: Atypical development

Dec. 10, 10:30-12:30 Stacy The wonder of childhood development: Resources

Dec. 17, 10:30-12:30 Angelika (at Deepam 
School)

Children's drawings and a deeper understanding



Jan. 14, 10:30-12:30 Heidi Childhood process work

Jan. 21, 10:30-12:30 Marion How the special needs brain learns

Feb. 4, 10:30-12:30 Heidi Yardsticks: A developmental approach to learning

Feb. 11, 10:30-12:30 Marion How the special needs brain learns

Feb. 18, 10:30-12:30 (SAIIER conference hall) Research presentation

Feb. 25, 10:30-12:30 Marion How the special needs brain learns: Dyscalculia and 
maths difficulties

March 4, 10:30-12:30 Marion How the special needs brain learns: ADHD and ADD

March 11, 10:30-12:30 Stacy Individualized Educational Programs (IEPs)

March 18, 2:30 onwards (SAIIER conference hall) Consortium gathering

March 25, 10:30-12:30 Stacy, Marion Summary and closure to the training

Outcomes

Teachers and schools who have so far completed the course and receive support in their 
respective schools include: Nandanam Kindergarten (5 teachers, with an Early Learning support room
and equipment in place), TLC (3 teachers, with IEP structuring in place for three years), Kindergarten 
(1 teacher), Transition School (2), Udavi School (2), Aikiyam School (2 teachers, and six IEPs facilitated
with six teachers who have not done the training), Deepam School (1), Aha Kindergarten (1), and 
student from Last School. There have also been numerous parent meetings.

Feedback from a teacher participant of the course training:
“Very well organized, excellent teacher and very good material. I would like to take this course 
one more time but in a slower pace (over a longer period)... It brought good contact with my 
peers, we could learn from each other. I have the opportunity to implement what I learned with a
child in my class who has signs of ADD.”

Feedback from a parent about IEP work through the Teachers’ Center:
“For the past months, on the recommendation of SAIIER, our family and the Teachers’ Center 
have been closely working out an IEP for our child with special needs for the next school year. 
After the past years of fumbling including at times isolation and much distress, we have come to 
appreciate the listening, loving care and professionalism of their approach towards creating, as a
team, a supportive realistic network that will accompany our child over the next steps in life in 
the best of ways. Being parents can be a challenge at times. Being parents of a child with special 
needs is even more so. A structured framework such as an IEP fosters wellbeing for all, parents, 
teachers, and most essentially the child.”

Feedback from a parent about Early Learning support at Nandanam Kindergarten:
“We thank you for the work that you have done for our daughter. We think that it has been very 
important for her development and for us as parents to know better how to do in regards of her 
needs and to better understand them. Also what has been particularly important is the training 
you have given to her teachers at Nandanam School especially for her. It was of very high 
competence and humanity.”

Reflections

The value of the course is not reflected in the number of participants, as each teacher represents
their school and becomes a beacon to their colleagues on issues related to supportive learning and 
special needs. That said, we hope that in time more teachers will take an interest and will apply to 



participate in the course. The course is intended for all teachers and encourages teachers to embrace
the ‘Inclusive Integral Classroom’ rather than making a separate classroom for special needs.

Participating teachers benefitted two-fold. Most teachers had not been previously trained in 
early childhood development and sequential learning, which is a foundation of our course and 
applicable to all children. They also developed an awareness of learning disabilities and how these 
manifest in the classroom.

The IEP process brought together groups of teachers and therapists to contribute to realistic 
goal-setting for each child's educational portfolio. As Auroville has many skilled therapists and 
teachers, the IEPs reflect the unique lifestyles of Auroville. IEPs have included classes in animal care, 
‘Nature and Spirit’ (See ‘The Learning Community’ report, p.47), art therapy, occupational therapy, 
one-to-one mentoring in a subject, and life skills, for example.

The participants in the Consortium gathering had the following reflections:

• As a result of the course there has been improved synchronisation between teachers, 
therapists and families, with better follow-through on recommendations. In the past there 
was often of a sense of crisis management, or avoidance of issues related to learning 
difficulties, but now a supportive network is more strongly felt.

• There is improved communication between different professionals who can provide support 
to children, in the fields of psychiatry, homeopathy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, 
art therapy, Tomatis learning, equine therapy, and various social activities.

• There is an established feeling of trust from educators handing over to Marion and Stacy.
• Teachers are better equipped when managing situations in class. There is less fear and more 

confidence in practice.
• There is an increase in empathetic awareness amongst Outreach school teachers.
• There is a joy in working with the students. No one would opt to change their job, in spite of 

the difficulties.

Conclusion

As facilitators we have enjoyed the process; we have also gained from the teachers' insights and 
try to create an atmosphere of confidentiality, professionalism and trust amongst the group.

We have received requests for the course to be offered to all the teachers at Aikiyam School and 
all the teachers at Transition School in 2017. A student from Last School would also like to join the 
training. We have also received requests from teachers for ongoing meetings and study groups to 
refresh on the materials covered in the course.

Next year we would like to:

• Continue to draw teachers to participate in the course training.
• Continue to grow the multidisciplinary team as resource people at the Teachers’ Center.
• Provide opportunities for teachers to deepen their training practically.
• Provide opportunities for Auroville youth and visiting youth to explore this field of work (as 

we have done in the past with Last School students and Swadharma programme students).
• Research Supportive Learning within an integral education framework, and look into its 

success stories.
• Continue to develop our resource library of books, games, therapeutic equipment and 

software for supportive learning.
• Collaborate with other professionals in the field who can enrich the course material and 

ultimately the child and family.


	Supportive Learning Teacher Training
	A project of the Teachers’ Center (2016-17)
	Introduction
	Description of project
	Outcomes
	Reflections
	Conclusion



