
Integrating Art, Craft and Puppetry with Regular Academics
A project of Deepanam School (2016-17)

A project by Tatiana S.

Introduction

The Deepanam Puppet Project was created to support social studies, science, and language 
development (both receptive and expressive), integrating visual/performing arts into core 
curriculum standards. As part of the educational approach at Deepanam School, special emphasis 
has historically been placed on artistic education. Subjects such as painting, crafts, ceramics, music 
and drama are considered as important as the regular academics. The Puppet Project was aligned 
with this approach and brought in some new elements as well.

Description of project

The students of Deepanam School aged 7 to 14 years were involved in the activities of this 
project, which had two distinct aspects:

1. The first phase involved a series of classes where children were invited to create the 
puppets. Each participating student created his own specially designated puppet.

2. The second phase was a dramatic one: at the end of the school year, children gave a 
presentation as a part of a cultural program where songs, drama and dance were performed 
for the community.

Puppets were created to embrace unique educational, cultural and ecological themes including 
endangered species, local cultural appreciation and environmental awareness. Puppets were created
through fun and creative workshops, which charged and encouraged the imagination of the children.
Puppetry was adopted as a special activity through which the children learnt the full process of 
puppet theater production, including computer design, prop-making and enacting the play.

Outcomes

Each classroom group at Deepanam created a puppet scene about a specific theme.
The ‘Light’ group children (7-8 years old) did a project on wild and domestic animals. They had 

an introduction to the traditional puppet theatre of India and other countries, and learnt about 
different styles of puppet theatre. The children were taught to make and manipulate simple paper 
puppets including finger puppets, masks and paper rod puppets.

The ‘Peace’ group children (9-11 years old) did their project on Tamil Nadu. They learnt about a 
large variety of different types of puppets, and learnt techniques of making puppet heads with 
papier maché and paper pasting, foam and fabric. The children created a show based on some of the
customs, traditions and holidays of Tamil Nadu.

The ‘Faith’ group students (12-14 years old) did a ‘reduce, reuse and recycle’ project. They were 
taught how to build puppets out of easily-available and waste materials, in the theme of conveying 
educational concepts and creating awareness of social issues in a classroom setting.

Manipulation of all these puppets was taught after each practical session. Special sessions on 
drawing, movement and mime, creative writing, creative speech, dialogue delivery, and voice 
modulation were also organized for participants to enhance their communication skills. And since a 
good educational message is the core of the puppet play, emphasis was given to the writing of the 
scripts for the plays.



With the guidance of the teachers the children flourished in the workshops, and over time their 
enthusiasm for puppetry grew considerably. The children didn’t get just a ‘puppet show’. They got a 
rich educational experience that provided a springboard for further learning opportunities in the 
classroom, such as the skill of expressing feelings through role-play.

Some outcomes of the project were:

• Hands-on learning of regular academic subjects;
• Development of aesthetic sense, patience, and problem solving skills;
• Improvement of hand-eye coordination and motor skills in the younger group of students;
• Learning teamwork and appreciation of other people's work;
• The joy of participating in a creative process, and satisfaction on completion of a project;
• Increased self-confidence.

Reflections

The creation of puppets involves a variety of activities which are part of the regular program at 
Deepanam, including clay, crafts, painting and computer design. Work with puppets provided the 
children a creative platform for applying these skills and for fostering self-expression and confidence 
through art.

Such a project helps reveal and develop children’s special aptitudes and talents. The children 
gain improved knowledge of manual and fine arts, and develop self-control and consideration for 
others in the pursuit of a common purpose.

Teamwork was the most challenging part of the project for the students, and for teachers too ‒ 
but I felt empowered by a strong motivation to create a tool to bridge skills, practice and the arts.

Conclusion

The puppetry project at Deepanam engaged students' skills in problem-solving, creative 
thinking, imagination, independent work, and teamwork. Puppetry is a dynamic art form that 
appeals to all age groups, relieves stress, and can bring joy and engagement to academics.
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