
Litter-Free Auroville 2017

A project by Chandrah and Ribhu

Introduction

Seven years ago, 1,500 of us in Auroville celebrated a community event about one of our most 
dirty problems – Garbage! On the 29th of January 2010, many of us joined in this collective campaign 
called Litter-Free Auroville (LFA). It was a fun event about cleaning up our roads, our fields and our 
forests. It was about learning how we can improve our habits and consciousness around waste. It 
was about art and creating something beautiful with the things we discard and no longer want to 
see, learning and showcasing the exciting possibilities when trash meets fashion in a Trashion Show. 
It was about upcycling, education and the collective need for better waste practices in our 
community.

Now, seven years later, our community is doing better with managing our waste. In 2016 our 
resource recovery (through recycling and composting) was above 80%. But we are consuming more, 
throwing away more and running out of landfill space. We must continuously improve and our 
ultimate goal should be zero (sending absolutely no waste into an Auroville landfill). 

We see that waste management is a challenge everywhere. Just thinking about our waste and 
focusing more within Auroville is not enough. As the villages and towns around us grow, so does the 
amount of garbage they produce. We at WasteLess have a dream of expanding our work, our 
consciousness on waste and our services to the bioregion.

Overview of LFA 2017

This year in March and April we launched a mini version of the 2010 campaign, calling it LFA 
2017, and we plan to have the all-out celebration for Auroville’s 50th birthday (LFA 2018)! The final 
goal of LFA 2017 and LFA 2018 is to develop a sustainable resource centre focused on solutions to 
global waste. It will focus on an integral approach to waste management, and will combine the work 
of the Eco-Service (collection, recycling and community outreach), WasteLess (education and 
awareness) and Upcycling Studio (creative ways to add value to trash).

Our aims for LFA 2017 were:
1. Improve the way Aurovilians deal with waste.
2. Reduce the quantity of waste produced (especially plastics); develop a zero-waste attitude.
3. Reinforce community support for the units involved in waste management, waste reduction 

and education.
The LFA 2017 campaign ran from the 17th of March to the 9th of April. It included a 3-week long 

exhibition at Kala Kendra, talks, presentations and films on various topics related to waste, 
consumerism and the environment. To showcase and share solutions to this global problem, we ran 
workshops on upcycling waste, litter clean-ups and a Trashion Show, where materials that we 
consider ‘waste’ was transformed into beautiful and creative outfits and accessories.

LFA Exhibition at Kala Kendra

The exhibition's aim was to highlight and showcase the different work that individuals and 
organisations in Auroville are doing with waste. There were many different displays including 
amazingly creative and artistic products made from waste. On display were creations made from 
plastic bags, PET bottles, tubes, styrofoam, coffee pods, broken porcelain, papier mâché, 
collages, Barbie dolls, etc. The artists included Adhil, Arlet, Bamboo Centre, Bel, Birgitta, Clara, 



Dariya, Julietta, Orly and Rema. The exhibition was also about information:

• Eco-Service displayed ‘the ideal waste storage system’ (different barrels with proper lids 
and bin labels) that they want all households/communities to use. There was a neat 
waste separation system that they made to teach everyone how waste is further 
separated into 83 categories and then sold to scrap dealers to get recycled. There was 
information about the value of different waste materials, for example the value per kilo 
of paper, etc.

• WasteLess showcased the various educational materials and games that they have 
developed over the years, including Garbology 101 (an educational toolkit on waste, 
consumerism and the environment), Pick-it-Up (an educational game that teaches you 
how to separate the highest value waste items and sell them to a scrap dealer), and a 
new game called kNOw PLASTICS (a memory-style card game that educates children 
about plastic resin codes and the impacts of plastics on the environment, animals and 
us).

• Upcycling Studio displayed their stylish, comfortable furniture made from Terta Pak light-
weight bricks along with bags and cushions made from old PVC banners.

• Information stalls were set up by EcoPro, Auromirra (ex Aurocreation), Upasana, To Be 
Two, Sacred Groves and the Gabriel Puppet Display.

• An information exhibition about waste problems and solutions included information 
about: plastic in the ocean; the plastic bag problem for wildlife; microplastics and 
microfibers; different kinds of waste (e-waste, water, food...); toxicity in water bodies by 
contamination of the aquifer; environmental risks in India; solutions from around the 
globe (e.g. Zero Waste movement). We also displayed the plastic melting and shredding 
machine from Light-Fish, Auroville.

Workshops

We had 10 different workshops with children and adults that were organized to change the 
way we see waste, demonstrate possible uses of waste, and learn alternatives to producing 
waste:

1. Origami from waste paper with Emiko (x3)
2. Plastic jewellery from PET Bottles with Fabiola (x2)
3. Puppet making with Gabriel (x3)
4. Containers from newspaper with Well Paper (x1)
5. Papier mâché with Auroville Papers (x3)
6. Natural cosmetics creation with Mathilde and Maggie (x1)
7. PVC cushion making with Ok (x3)
8. Leather upcycling with Emiko and Maggie (x1)
9. Tetrapak furniture with Marc (x3)
10. Creation of papier mâché fishes for the parade of the closing ceremony, with The 

Unicorn Collective (x2)
A total of 22 workshops were offered, for free, all well-attended by adults and children.

School visits

Around 200 students from 7 different schools in and around Auroville visited the LFA 
exhibition and all of them were given a guided tour. These included children from all the 
kindergartens in Auroville: the two oldest groups of Kindergarten, the 3 oldest groups of 
Nandanam, and all the students of Aha! and Transformation. Students from 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th and 7th 
grades at Transition School, the ‘Peace group’ of Deepanam School, and all the students of 
Aikiyam School visited the exhibition.



Many groups of students also took part in a Puppet show/workshop by Gabriel where they 
discovered the evolution of puppet making, learned about upcycling and how different waste 
materials can be used to make the puppets. They had the opportunity to start to create their 
own puppets from waste materials.

Most of the visits by school students to the exhibition were guided if they were scheduled in 
advance. At least one member of the LFA team was present and took all the children on a tour 
throughout the exhibition. The aim of the tour was to let children and teachers learn about the 
goals of the LFA campaign and get them interested and involved in LFA 2018 for Auroville’s 50 th 
birthday. The tour included sharing information about the different projects, hands-on 
demonstrations and answers to any questions that students and teachers had.

It was inspiring and motivating to see that most of the children were very engaged and 
interested to know more about the different projects. All the children and teachers were asked 
to give written and/or verbal feedback, and the feedback was very encouraging. It is clear that 
the exhibition had a positive impact on both children and teachers. Many of the teachers 
expressed their appreciation and how impressed they were with the amount of energy put into 
creating the exhibition and how much information, diversity of projects and how many beautiful 
upcycled things were created. Children said they enjoyed the exhibition and learnt a lot and that 
they would like to be part of LFA 2018 for Auroville’s 50th birthday.

Litter clean-ups

Litter clean-ups are important as litter creates environmental pollution, can harm animals 
and is ugly to look at. Studies have shown that people are more likely to litter if the environment 
around them is already littered. This means that litter attracts more litter. Therefore litter clean-
ups play an important role in keeping our environment clean and pristine.

The community at large was encourage to organize their own litter clean-ups as part of the 
LFA campaign. Three different litter clean-ups took place:

• Svaram organised a litter clean-up in the Ganesh Bakery‒Saracon‒Imagination‒Isai 
Ambalam area on Saturday 25th of March. More than 200 people took part, mostly from 
the surrounding units and a few residents. More than 200 sacks of litter were collected 
totaling about 2,400 kg, consisting mainly of plastic. The Eco-Service provided sacks and 
also separated, recycled and disposed of the collected litter. It was a huge success to 
have so many people come and work together, clean up an area and care for our 
environment.

• Last School organized a litter cleanup which took place on the 30th of March with around 
25 people (students and teachers) participating. They cleaned two different stretches: 
one from Last School to Dana and another from Last School to Town Hall. WasteLess lent 
them good strong durable gloves and pick-up sticks. The Eco-Service provided them with 
sacks to store the litter in. A lot of litter was collected and brought to the Eco-Service for 
processing. It was a wonderful activity that brought the school community together in 
cleaning up the environment along two roads in Auroville.

• The Learning Commmunity (TLC) did a litter clean-up on the 6th of April and targeted the 
Auroville main road from Pitchandikulam bridge to Certitude. WasteLess lent gloves and 
pick-up sticks, and Eco-Service provided sacks. A lot of litter was collected and brought to
Eco-Service for secondary separation, recycling and disposal of the non-recyclable waste.
This was a nice opportunity for the community to work together in cleaning up one of 
the most littered roads leading to Auroville.

Talks from Auroville unit holders

We had talks from Auroville unit holders and members about waste education, reduction 



and management. The talks were held at Bhavishyate, Bharat Nivas and each had an audience of 
15 to 35 people. The talks included:

• Celia from Ecofemme about sustainable menstruation
• Lucas from EcoPro about their different projects on sanitation in villages
• Ribhu and Marc about their Upcycling seminar in Berlin
• René about utilisation of construction waste in Sacred Groves
• Marc, Palani and Ribhu about the project of the new Resource Center
• Demonstration of dry toilets with Abhinav from EcoPro
• Demonstration of jewellery from seeds with Abha from Shradanjali

Film screenings

Screenings of full-length films took place on Saturdays at 4:00pm. We screened Plastic 
Paradise, Addicted to Plastics, and Waste Land. All the screenings were well attended. People 
seemed eager to learn more about waste, and some were coming only for the films. We didn't 
screen as many films as we wanted because the projection room has no windows, so costly air 
conditioning would have been needed.

Trashion Show

The Trashion Show took place on Saturday the 1st of April 2017 at the Visitors’ Center open 
theatre and was attended by over 1,000 people. The aim of the Trashion Show was to raise 
awareness on the world’s growing garbage problem, and to inspire people within the community
to challenge themselves to transform something usually considered ‘garbage’ into something 
wonderful.

The Trashion Show was a great success with 26 talented designers creating 42 outfits and 
accessories. The models were a diverse mix of individuals from different nationalities ranging 
from 4 to 70 years of age. Many different waste materials were collected, cleaned and used to 
create a wide array of stylish outfits and accessories. Some of the outfits included:

• A beautiful creation made from old fishing nets found on Serenity beach and colourful 
Kalamkari printed waste cloth and plastic, inspired by traditional Rajasthani tribal dress.

• A shade-net hoopskirt volumised with lampshade reinforcement plastic and made festive
with reclaimed children’s beach balls.

• A cling film bodice and stitched plastic cup dress with insulation foam ruffle and 
accessories made from plastic bottles.

• An upcycled thread lamp bubble skirt and bubble wrap bodice, coloured with reclaimed 
acrylic and decorated in hand-brushed Tetra Pak and Mithai Mandir sweet-box 
butterflies set beneath a wrapping paper and ribbon fascinator.

• An elegant evening gown made from an old plastic sheet used as protective cover by a 
painter and an emergency thermal blanket, accessorized with a fancy hat made out of a 
bin liner.

Performances

• We had two sound performances by Chloé, named « Undesirable frequencies ».

• On the inauguration day there were music performances by Phoenix Band and Svaram.

• On the inauguration day and closing day, The Unicorn Collective led a parade with giant 
puppets going from Bharat Nivas to the Visitors’ Center, with additional musical 
performances from Mohanam Cultural Centre.



Reflections

The most meaningful aspect of this project was the ability of so many different people ‒ 
volunteers, students, teachers, artists, puppeteers, organisations, etc. ‒ to all come together and 
create LFA 2017. It was also wonderful to see how enthusiastic and engaged all the school children 
were when they visited the exhibition or participated in a litter clean up. They were definitely 
impacted in a positive way and expressed their interest in being involved in LFA 2018.

More people than we would have expected don't know much about our environmental threats, 
so we explained some facts to these people. Sometimes we were able to see their face change, and 
we were touched when they were expressing their feelings about this situation.

One of the challenges that the LFA team faced was the lack of time in preparing for the 
campaign, as most of the organisers already had full time work they were dedicated to. Even though 
there were many volunteers that came forward to help, at times it was challenging to have enough 
people take on all the different work at hand. Another challenge was the amount of communication 
required to inform the public of the events. A lot of energy was spent on personal communication 
and visits to convince schools of the value in visiting the LFA exhibition.

One of the most meaningful lessons learned through the LFA 2017 campaign was that events 
such as the Trashion Show, which are original, entertaining, educational and engaging, draw a lot of 
Aurovilians. It was something new and different, and many different types of people designed the 
outfits and accessories and modeled them, which meant that relatives and friends were inspired to 
come.

We were surprised to have more adults than children (70% adults, 30% children) for the puppet 
making workshops. Some came back at different times to finish their puppet. According to Gabriel, 
very deep processes can be engaged as the puppet is a projection of some unknown part of yourself. 
The number of people attending the workshop has been growing every week, so maybe, we can say 
this technique is fulfilling a need...

A synergy was created when information about waste was put together with opportunities to 
create something (through art objects, workshops). Creation from a problem (the waste) can give 
birth to an inspiration to act, to move forward. If you solicit people's creativity, they appreciate and 
will respond in many different ways, having a sense of happiness and fulfilment that creation can 
bring. This was expressed in the feedback we received.

Future direction

For the future we would like to have a permanent exhibition at the Visitors' Center. We think that
a place permanently presenting what was gathered in Kala Kendra could help Auroville present its 
achievements and projects related to waste and raise awareness among our nearly one million 
visitors a year.

In anticipation of LFA 2018, we plan to engage with children throughout the year about waste, 
consumerism and the environment. We want to inspire schools to get involved and start integrating 
waste management in their curriculum, and to learn through hands-on projects that they can share 
with the wider community. The idea is to involve schools in LFA 2018 for Aurovilles 50th birthday this 
coming year.
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