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PREFACE 
 

The work of SAIIER forms an integral whole within the experiment of Auroville. The 
experiment itself is an attempt to work out, give content and practical shape to the 
vision of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother on the future evolution of man. 
 
SAIIER aims to serve as an institution for new experiments and research in integral 
education within Auroville, ultimately an endeavour towards human unity. Being 
located in the International Township of Auroville and situated adjacent to several 
villages, SAIIER possesses unique potential for research and experimentation in education. 
 
SAIIER was founded in 1984 to coordinate and further develop the educational 
research in Auroville. Presently there are about 200 researchers working under the 
institute‟s umbrella, organized in research teams around the following areas: 
 
Experiments in objectives, contents and methods of a new system of education  
Experiments in fine arts  
Experiments in environment and village extension work  
Experiments in physical education  
Research in special themes such as Indian culture, evolution and Savitri 
 
The institute is composed of a number of autonomous research units, each of which 
functions in a democratic style of internal organization. The administrative work of 
the Institute is being coordinated from a central office situated at Bharat Nivas. The 
construction of the new building of SAIIER Office has been started this year in the 
administrative area of Auroville.  
 
All the units under SAIIER are grouped into 7 centres which carry out research and 
their research activities. The following seven centres of SAIIER cover different aspects 
of the Auroville experiment: 
 
1. Centre of Educational Research 

2. Centre of Studies in Sri Aurobindo and the Mother 

3. Centre of East, West, and Human Unity 

4. Centre of Indian Culture 

5. Centre of Arts, Crafts and Technologies 

6. Centre of Man, Nature and Environment 

7. Centre of Physical Education and Perfection of the Body 

Volume 2 of this Annual Report contains the reports of the units and projects relevant 
to each centre listed above. 
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The year 2011-12 was one of continuing growth and expansion for Savitri Bhavan, in 
which our objective of fostering the spiritual values that will help humanity to 
progress towards the consciousness of Human Unity was pursued through activities and 
publications. 
 
Outreach Activities:  
 
Outreach activities were organised for Aurovilians and interested members of the 
general public. These activities included 13 regular weekly classes and courses in the 
four languages of Auroville and 2 regular monthly events, as well as special events of 
various kinds, including film-shows (39), exhibitions (8), guest-lectures(14), musical 
offerings (3) and orientation sessions (18) for visiting groups of students, guests, or 
volunteers. In addition Savitri Bhavan hosted workshops in Integral Yoga practice, 
Pranayama and Mudra-chi, a body meditation incorporating mudras and invocations 
with movements based on Tai-chi. In addition to the on-going rotating exhibitions of 
Huta‟s Meditations on Savitri paintings in the Picture Gallery, it is worth mentioning 
as highlights 3 other exhibitions shown at the Bhavan during the year. First of all, 
around Sri Aurobindo‟s Birthday in August, we were able to obtain as a permanent 
resource an excellent exhibition of photographs and texts on Sri Aurobindo‟s life and 
work which has been prepared by the Sri Aurobindo Archives in Pondicherry. This 
display remained in place for several months, and attracted a lot of interest and 
appreciation from visitors. Then at the end of January and the beginning of February, 
we had the honour of hosting an exceptionally beautiful exhibition of collages and 
paintings made by Aurovilian artist Jyoti Khare, using pieces of dresses worn by the 
Mother. This exhibition created a very special atmosphere in the run up to the 
Mother‟s birthday, and was very widely appreciated. It was followed from February 
14th to March 6th by „The Mother and Flowers‟ created by Loretta. Telling the story of 
the Mother‟s life through personal accounts of her interactions with disciples through 
flowers, this exhibition was accompanied by a film – parts of which were shown 
throughout the exhibition in a specially created space – and a book. Loretta creates 
such exhibitions every February, and they attract a huge number of visitors, including 
from the Ashram and schools in the surrounding area. 
 
Learning Materials: 
 
These outreach activities are supported by five collections of study resources:  

 The Huta D. Hindocha Collection is a collection of resource materials relating to 
Huta‟s Savitri work with the Mother from 1956 to 1971, from which picture 
albums, exhibitions, films and publications are being created for the benefit of the 
public, such as the on-going rotating exhibitions of the 472 Meditations on Savitri 
paintings, and the DVDs prepared from them by our Italian friend Mahohar. In 
August 2011 the full collection of 18 DVDs was published by Havyavahana Trust, 
Pondicherry. We are happy that Huta was able to see the completion of this 
project which was very dear to her heart, before she passed away on November 
17, 2011. 
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 The Savitri Bhavan Reading Room houses an ever-expanding Reference Collection 
of books and non-book materials relating to Sri Aurobindo‟s epic Savitri, which is 
valued by Savitri lovers and researchers around the world who approach our team 
for advice or reference queries. 

 

 The Digital Library, housed in the same building as the Reading Room from May 
2011 onwards, makes Savitri Bhavan‟s growing collection of audio and video 
recordings and supplementary documentation available for computer access by 
individuals. Three stations with monitor, mouse, keyboard and earphones are 
connected to a central server. Users can browse freely and access all the materials 
stored in the server.  Documentary materials available include the Complete 
Works of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother with search facilities, the Mother‘s Agenda 
in the original French and in English translation, all issues of Savitri Bhavan‟s 
journal Invocation – study notes on Savitri along with indexes, and a wide range of 
research papers created at Savitri Bhavan, including those of Nishtha and Vladimir 
on the Vedas and Upanishads. Audio recordings include all the Mother‟s recorded 
talks and messages, Readings of Savitri by the Mother, Nirodbaran and others, 
Sunil-da‟s music, Savitri music from other sources, and talks by many speakers 
recorded at Savitri Bhavan and elsewhere. Video materials include the entire 
series of Meditations on Savitri films of Huta‟s Savitri paintings created by 
Manohar, as well as films on the life and work of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, on 
Auroville, and on environmental and human unity issues. Aurovilians and 
interested guests, visitors and volunteers are invited to make use of this 
opportunity to increase their knowledge and understanding of the vision of Sri 
Aurobindo and the Mother and the aims and ideals underlying the experiment of 
Auroville. From May 2011 to March 2012 this facility was used by about 100 
people. Their comments and suggestions were noted to help us improve the 
service in the future. 
 

 The House of Mother‟s Agenda, created in 1988 to house and distribute the 
recorded talks and volumes, including translations into many languages, which 
constitute the Mother‘s Agenda, has been accommodated at Savitri Bhavan since 
2006. Throughout the year it hosted weekly sessions for listening to the Mother‟s 
recorded conversations. Requests for loans and information were also responded 
to. The researchers of the House of Mother‟s Agenda also contribute a selected 
passage weekly for publication in the Auroville News & Notes. 

 

 The Savitri Bhavan Archive of materials that have been collected over the last 14 
years has been considerably developed over the last 12 months by the efforts of 
two team members with special skills. Linking and supporting the other Learning 
Materials collections, it has five sections: the Digital Archive consisting of four 
main sub-divisions: Photos, dating back to 1994-95; Audio recordings; Video 
recordings; and Documents; then there is a physical collection of CDs and DVDs. 
All these collections are being gradually developed and progressively organised to 
make all these valuable resources more effectively accessible. At the end of 
February the team was joined by an intern from France, Benoit Auneau, a post-
graduate student of computer science, who is spending 5 months in Auroville 
developing a Knowledge Management System for Savitri Bhavan as part of his 
PH.D. thesis. His systematic approach to the topic has inspired us a lot, and we 
expect that the system he has proposed and is preparing for us will be of great 
assistance in making all our knowledge resources much more accessible both 
within the Bhavan and, in the future, to a wider public. This assistance has come 
to us through the good offices of JV Avadhanalu as part of his ICITI project, for 
which our Digital Library was one of the first pilot experiments. 
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Research Projects: 
 
An important source of new learning materials and study aids comes from the 
Research Projects carried out by the researchers on our team. In the year 2011-12, 
nine Research Projects were taken up, involving work in all the four languages of 
Auroville. 
 
One outstanding contribution is Muriel Ghion‟s „The Human Cycle - a Student/Teacher 
Guide‟ which resulted in the creation of a syllabus based on Sri Aurobindo‟s book, 
intended to facilitate an easier understanding of the main concepts of the book, 
which could also aid in the design and development of a course or a series of 
presentations. We hope that Muriel will have the opportunity to present the results of 
her work to Future School students in the coming school year. 
 
Another project was the completion of the collection of Amal Kiran‟s writings on 
Savitri by extracting from all his published works all the comments he had made about 
Sri Aurobindo‟s poems in letters, talks, and books on other topics. This collection will 
be published by Clear Ray Trust during 2012 as a companion volume to the collection 
of Essays also prepared by us which appeared in 2010. 
 
Two projects on Sanskrit texts were Vladimir Yatsenko‟s „Studies of the Karma Yoga 
of the Bhagavadgita‟ and Nishtha‟s continued work on translating and commenting on 
Vedic Hymns following the indications given by Sri Aurobindo. This year he 
concentrated on hymns to the goddess Sarasvati. All the 8 Sarasvati hymns from the 
Rig Veda have been translated into English and German and presented with 
vocabularies and comments. 
 
The first part of an in-depth study of Sri Aurobindo‟s Savitri, entitled „The Legend and 
the Symbol‟ by Shraddhavan and prepared in 2011-12 was published in the 36th issue 
of our English „Study Notes on Savitri‟ series „Invocation‟; the second part is planned 
to appear in the 37th issue later in 2012.  

 
Publications: 
 
Two issues of Invocation and two issues of its Tamil counterpart Prarthana appeared 
in 2011-12. Although we had hoped to bring out a few more publications, this was not 
possible for various reasons. 
 
Construction: 
 
The Savitri Bhavan Hostel construction, launched in April 2010, reached the finishing 
stages by the end of March 2012, well within the original estimated budget of Rs. 1.25 
crore. Over the months from April to August 2012 our efforts will be directed to 
completing and equipping the facilities with the aim of an inauguration before Sri 
Aurobindo‟s birthday in August 2012. The purpose of the Hostel is to provide free or 
very moderately priced temporary boarding and lodging within the complex to people 
offering their services in support of Savitri Bhavan, such as visiting speakers and 
teachers, students and researchers, and volunteers. 
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Photos and Captions: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New French class: Learning French with words of the Mother 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henk sculpture 

 
Henk sculpture: A sculpture by Aurovilian Henk van Putten being installed in the 

Savitri Bhavan garden. It is inscribed with a line from Savitri: ‗All 
can be done if the God-touch is there‟. 
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Mudra-chi 
 
 
3) Mudra-chi and exhibition „Presence‟: Mudra-chi is a combination of movements and 

mantras invoking the Mother and Sri Aurobindo developed by 
Aurovilian Anandi Fernandes. In the background can be seen a 
glimpse of the exceptionally beautiful exhibition of paintings and 
collages created by Jyoti Khare using pieces of dresses worn by the 
Mother. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Savitri for Tamil-speakers: Study circle on Savitri in Tamil 
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Om Choir: The OM Choir singing by candlelight on the Mother‘s birthday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hostel 

 
Hostel: Interior view looking South, with rooms on the left and the dining area in the foreground 

 
 
Highlights of the year: Foundations‟ exhibition 
    Loretta‟s exhibition 
    MoS DVD release 
    KDS 2 
    Benoit internship and collaboration with JV 
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HOUSE OF THE MOTHER‟S AGENDA 

 
 
For the year 2011-2012, HOMA continued its activities regarding the work to be done, 
to be created and to be given. HOMA office is situated in the premises of Savitri 
Bhavan. 
 
Every Tuesday we hear together with Aurovilians and guests recordings of Mother‘s 
Agenda. We also lend CDs of Mother‘s Agenda, and especially the books of Sri 
Aurobindo, of Kireet Joshi etc. 
 
The Italian and English translation of Mother‘s Agenda is also lent. 
 
Research is done for outsiders and Aurovilians on the quotations in Mother‘s Agenda 
and diverse books of Sri Aurobindo, for example there is a work by Kireet Joshi on 
what Sri Aurobindo has written about Plato. 
 
From December 2011 till March 2012 a group of Polish visitors came to HOMA for 
several interviews, a film and two among them were very much concerned about the 
books of Mother‟s Agenda and Satprem‟s The Adventure of Consciousness.  We offered 
them English volumes of Mother‘s Agenda. 
 
Some people who listened to the recordings of Mother‘s Agenda asked for copies of 
„Tribute to Satprem and Sujata‟. 
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THE LABORATORY OF EVOLUTION 
 

 
 
The Scientific Aspect of the LOE: 
  
As founder and head of the LOE since 1984, I (Bhaga) particularly concerned with the 
scientific aspect of the Research work that was planned from the start to be done in 
the Centre, called for this very reason a 'Laboratory'. Lack of the required appropriate 
space, equipment and experts prevented us until now from doing that aspect of our 
work in the way I had envisaged at first. But some 'laboratories' at least were 
permanently available to us during all those years, and that was our own inner beings 
and physical bodies...! 
 
A Research cum Voluntary Guinea-Pig: 
 
In Auroville, to be a Researcher in Conscious Evolution means that you will have to be 
at the same time the voluntary guinea-pig and the researcher watching, recording and 
analyzing the experiment while it is going on at every single moment of your daily 
life, conducted in mostly unexpected ways by the new Evolutive Force now at work 
upon Earth. 
 
In the light of the explanations and advice given by those two first Pioneers of 
Conscious Evolution, Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, I have been practicing their 
"Integral Yoga" to the best of my ability since 1971 when I first came across their 
writings. I deliberately came to Auroville the following year in order to experience 
also the additional challenge of Collective Evolution towards what has been until now 
only an elusive goal for Humankind: Human Unity. 
 
How to Disseminate the Results of the Ongoing Research: 
 
The forty years spent in Auroville with that inner attitude of a Researcher-cum-
Guinea-Pig have been eventful indeed, but then also quite fruitful in terms of the 
results of the Research done throughout it all. 
 
The problem was, how to get the accumulated documents (mostly personal journals 
and diaries, but also many articles from various sources) to reach in the right way the 
people who might be interested in them for their own adventure of Conscious 
Evolution as well, wherever they might live on the planet? 
A website was tried for several years, but proved to be too expensive and technically 
demanding. Only a year ago did I finally find the right 'planetary communication' 
means, and that was: a 'blog'. 
 
What is „BLOGGING‟: 
 
More and more individuals everywhere are nowadays starting to 'blog', that is, to 
express themselves as unique individuals wanting simply to share whatever they have 
to say with other unique individuals elsewhere who also have something to share. 
Several big companies like Google or Word Press provide an ever-increasing range of 
attractive, very diverse templates that can be chosen and used for free by any would-
be new blogger as the framework into which to post her or his texts and/or photos, 
and gradually build-up, at their own slow or quick pace, a whole 'blog' that other 
bloggers may chose to visit, and re-visit if they become interested. It is even possible, 
through a mere click on the appropriate button, to 'follow' someone's blog: one will 
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henceforth be informed automatically by email whenever that blogger puts up a new 
post on her/his blog. 
 
Results as per May 2012: 
 
After this first year of 'blogging', the results are quite encouraging for the complete 
neophyte I was: there are by now 150 'followers' of my blog, although it is far from 
being an entertaining one, named as it is 'Lab of Evolution' - for it is naturally by me 
as a specific Researcher but in the context of our Research Centre in Auroville that 
the documents and articles are being gradually published in 'posts' form. The newest 
posts are the ones you find first when you click on the blog's address to open it, but 
all the older posts remain always accessible as well. Besides the regular visitors come 
also every day a number of new ones, and they too may come again or not, leave a 
comment or not, and each time you can edit it out, or answer it, starting what might 
become a whole conversation... 
 
Worldwide Contents and Worldwide Outreach: 
 
Together with those texts by Sri Aurobindo and the Mother that are central to the 
Integral Yoga, I include on my blog texts from several other persons who, I found out, 
were contemporaries of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, and who on their own also 
received intuitively and then spread in their own way some notion of the new 
evolutive step about to start taking place on Earth: Edgar Cayce in the USA, Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin in France, J.R.R. Tolkien in England, and some others later on,  
all contributed something to the gradual understanding by more and more human 
beings that a new evolutive era is beginning. The most complete communication of 
this fact and the main work for its advent have been accomplished by Sri Aurobindo 
and the Mother, but all those others too in various parts of the globe have found some 
inspiring way of telling that fact to the world, however incomplete may have been 
their own understanding of it and their personal capacity to realize it in their own 
life. 
 
So the contents of my blog are appealing probably by their diversity: diversity of the 
sources used as well as of the aspects of the inner or outer work needing to be done, 
that are presented. Places in the world other than Auroville are in the same way 
presented in that blog because there too some important work for the conscious 
evolution of Humankind is happening. Special individuals exemplifying particularly 
well something specific that is characteristic of the ways this new evolutive step is 
taking place, are also presented. The 'Lab of Evolution', one realizes, is not limited to 
our Centre in Auroville, nor even to Auroville as a whole, but it is revealed as existing 
already a bit everywhere, and potentially in everybody. In that way no one feels 
excluded from the fantastic new Possible that is being introduced throughout the 
blog. In all this what concerns me finds its place, being understood that I myself 
represent only one sample of what is happening in Auroville. My own case might be 
especially relevant because I do my inner work in deliberate connection with 
whatever else is happening worldwide, that is also actually Conscious Evolution.  
 
An Ongoing Experiment in Human Unity: 
 
This blog is of course, besides its own contents, an ongoing experiment exploring the 
incredibly important role on a planetary scale of this 'blogging' trend increasing every 
day more among the most disparate persons, whether men or women, old or young, 
rich or poor, straight or gay, of all skin colors, from the vast populations of our 
biggest countries to the lone individuals from the remotest corners of our planet. 
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People have visited my blog from the most unexpected spots on Earth. It feels just 
wonderful. What a great way these blogs are to contact each other, to discover each 
other's rich uniqueness, and through this mutual appreciation to find a sense of 
universality in that sheer number of bloggers that just grows exponentially! As a 
Researcher, I would advance the joyful hypothesis that the Evolutive Force itself has 
inspired some people here and there a few years ago to start communicating freely in 
that so rewarding 'one-to-one' new way, different from Facebook and such, and now 
it's an explosion of friendships sparkling irresistibly like fireworks all over the planet... 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 This extraordinary new phenomenon definitely deserves ongoing study and direct 
participation from a Research Center like the Laboratory of Evolution. Besides the 
usual courses (about Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, the Spiritual Dimension of 
Auroville and other such topics) now and then asked for by individuals or small groups, 
this daily 'blogging' has been my main activity during this last year, so significant and 
effective that it is likely to remain an important part of my research life in the future 
too. 
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SAVITRI BHAVAN 

    Research Projects 2011-12 
 
Objective/Outcome: 
 
The overall aim of Savitri Bhavan is to foster the spiritual values on which a true and 
lasting human unity can be founded, by making available to students and seekers 
worldwide all possible materials, facilities and assistance that would aid a deeper and 
more widespread understanding of the vision and teachings of Sri Aurobindo and the 
Mother. The research projects undertaken at Savitri Bhavan are intended to support 
this overall aim. 
 
Outputs: 
 
9 Research projects were undertaken by team members over the year, as follows: 
 
1)  The Mother‟s Flower Significances : (Main researcher – Dhanalakshmi) The aim of 
this project was to label all the plants in the Savitri Bhavan Garden with their spiritual 
significances as given by the Mother, in order to create an inspiring educational 
environment. More than 150 plants in the garden were identified, and their names and 
significances were recorded. 70 plants have been labelled with specially-designed 
sturdy signs; in addition, a photo exhibition was presented around the theme in 
December 2010, resulting in increased awareness amongst users and visitors to Savitri 
Bhavan of the Mother‟s unique teachings about the significance of flowers and plants. 
 
2)  Human Unity in the vision of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother: (Main Researcher – 
Shraddhavan) „Human Unity‟, has been stated to be one of the fundamental aims of 
Auroville – what did Sri Aurobindo and the Mother mean by this term? What indications 
have they given about how this aim can be achieved? 
 
3)   Writings on Savitri by Amal Kiran (K.D.Sethna) – Part Two: (Main Researcher – 
Shraddhavan) Amal Kiran is one of the foremost writers and expositors of Sri 
Aurobindo‟s epic Savitri – but never published a book on the topic. The aim is to 
gather all that he has written about the poem, to be published in two volumes. The 
first has already been published. It is wished to prepare the second part, comprising 
extracts from books, essays and letters, for publication by his 108th birthday in 
November 2012. 
 
4) Is the World Real?: (Main Researcher – Martin Sobieroj) Sri Aurobindo and The 
Mother opposed the concept of an illusionary world as promulgated by Adishankara 
and others. We shall explore their arguments for the world‟s reality. 
 
5)  The Human Cycle : a Student/Teacher Guide: (Main Researcher – Muriel Ghion) 
Creation of a syllabus based on Sri Aurobindo‟s book “The Human Cycle” that will 
facilitate an easier understanding of the main concepts of the book and which can 
also aid in the design and development of a course or a series of presentations. 
 
6)  Translation of Vedic Hymns – Sarasvati: (Main Researcher – Nishtha) In-depth 
study and English translation of all Vedic hymns to the goddess Sarasvati. Finding out 
the deeper meaning of the hymns of the Veda in the light of Sri Aurobindo. 
 
7)  Dictionnaire Savitri Anglais-Français / English-French Savitri Dictionary: (Main 
Researcher – Muriel Ghion) To compile a list of all the difficult English words 
encountered in Sri Aurobindo‟s Savitri and provide for each all the possible 
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translations. The aim is to provide a dictionary that could help the French-speaking 
people who have an average knowledge of English to better their understanding of 
Savitri without having to read a translation or use a regular dictionary. 
 
8) Savitri Study Circle: (Main Researcher – Shraddhavan) To deepen understanding 
and appreciation of Sri Aurobindo‟s revelatory epic poem Savitri: A legend and a 
symbol. The poem is read with close attention to gain a detailed understanding and 
appreciation of the lines. Difficult words, images, allusions are researched to gain 
clarity. 
 
9) Karma Yoga of the Gita: (Main Researcher – Vladimir Latsenko) Detailed study of 
the first six chapters of the Bhagavad Gita in the light of Sri Aurobindo. The study of 
the Sanskrit text is to be conducted in depth. All the concepts of Sanskrit terms are to 
be examined as such and in relation to each other. This study is intended to become 
an online course for those who want to deepen their understanding of Karma Yoga. 
What is Karma Yoga? Why was the Mother so interested in Karma Yoga for Auroville? Is 
there a secret still to be discovered? What is a relation of the Gita to the Integral 
Yoga of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother?  These are the questions we are investigating in 
our research. 
 
Outcomes: 
 
The research pursued for these 9 projects has resulted in the production of learning 
materials of lasting worth, and contributed to enhancing and widening awareness, 
appreciation and understanding of Sri Aurobindo‟s work, writings and vision. 
 
Process/Timelines: 
 
2011-12 
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TRANSLATION INTO BULGARIAN LANGUAGE OF WORKS OF SRI 
AUROBINDO AND THE MOTHER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Objective/Outcome: 
 
The purpose of this project is:  
 
1. To prepare for publication translations into Bulgarian language of works of Sri 
Aurobindo and the Mother.  
Books to be translated:  

 Sri Aurobindo‟s “The Mother” with the Mother‟s Comments added; 

 Sri Aurobindo‟s “The Riddle of This World” and some of his “Letters on Yoga”.  
 
2. To prepare a website with selections from the translated material.  
 
Outputs: 
 
Both books - “The Mother, with the Mother‟s Comments” and “The Riddle of This 
World” by Sri Aurobindo - have been finalized. An additional selection of letters by Sri 
Aurobindo has been translated and published in the website, along with an extensive 
presentation of all the books on their Work, published until now in Bulgarian 
language, as well as some additional material regarding Sri Aurobindo and the Mother 
and Their Yoga. The address of this website is http://zorata.wordpress.com.  
 
Meanwhile another website in Bulgarian language has been launched, dedicated to 
Auroville. It includes information about the vision of and life in Auroville, translated 
from the Auroville website, articles and travel notes (by visiting Bulgarians), some 
audio-visual material as well as presentation of the activities of the Bulgarian 
Pavilion. 
 
Its address is http://aurovillebg.wordpress.com. 
 
 
 

http://zorata.wordpress.com/
http://aurovillebg.wordpress.com/
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Outcomes: 
 
The translated books will be published in a book form and/or as e-books – this process 
is now on-going. 
 
During its one year of existence, the website on Sri Aurobindo and the Mother has 
been visited by a regular flow of visitors, with roughly one third of them visiting more 
than once. Several have contacted me to express their appreciation and even 
willingness to support or asking permission to quote certain material. 
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CENTRE OF RESEARCH IN INDIAN CULTURE 
 
  
 The following major activities have engaged the Centre in the past year – 
 
1) There was an invitation to participate in the AUM (All U.S. Meeting) 
Conference held in the Sri Aurobindo Sadhana Peetham in Lodi, northern California. A 
round of visits to other Sri Aurobindo centres in the U.S. and institutes was also 
organized as part of a month‟s programme. 
 
We give here the full schedule with the subjects of the talks and workshops at each of 
them:–     

 
1. “Matagiri” –   (Sri Aurobindo Centre in upstate New York)  

“The Power of Collective Aspiration” 
 

2. “One Spirit Learning Alliance”, New York. 
i) Two talks and group inter-actions –  
     “Revolutionary Teachings of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother” 
ii) This group wished to offer a course in Sri Aurobindo Studies to their    
     students. We worked out the outline of such a course.  
 

3. “The AUM Conference‖ had the theme – 
“A New World is Born” – taking up The Mother‟s statements of 1956 
during the 5 days of the Conference. 
 

4. i) “The California Institute of Integral Studies” (founded by Dr. Haridas 
Chaudhuri), San Francisco, organized an evening‟s talk on:  
“Towards the ‘Integral’… a new dimension of ‘being‘” 
 
ii) “The Cultural Integration Fellowship” (a parallel centre), San 
Francisco, set up a 5 hour workshop on – 
“The Integral way… as we move ahead”    
 

5. “Sri Aurobindo East-West Cultural Centre”, Los Angeles set up an inter-
action on “Towards a Collective Consciousness” 

 
During this month, there were sessions at the Sri Aurobindo Study Groups and 
meetings with other persons who were interested. The time was very full and intense. 
A few papers were also written, which are being published elsewhere.   
 
2) The yearly conference in Auroville took place from February 10-12, 2012. The 
theme was –  

Matter precipitates….  
It is in a hurry to transform itself! 
 

This opened with The Mother‟s text…    
 

"...there are immense periods during which things are prepared - the past wears out 
and the future is prepared - and those are immense periods... neutral, drab, during 
which things keep repeating themselves over and over, and look as if they will always 
remain that way. Then, all of a sudden, between two such periods, the change takes 
place. Like the moment when man appeared on earth - now it‘s something else, 
another being." 
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Here are some excerpts from the brochure –     

 
The world presses! With its events – that mount in a rising crescendo, presenting 
problems on all fronts. And showing our limitations, as the human race, to deal with 
them – and to find solutions that work! 

 
We look for solutions along the ‗lines‘ and in the ‗directions‘ to which we have been 
accustomed. But these do not work anymore. The spate of events – coming fast one 
upon the other – is proof that something ‗new‘ is needed. The ‗old‘ doesn‘t hold – 
neither as institutional form nor as method of working. 

 
The presence of a ‗new Matter‘ is palpable … with new qualities… 

and new processes to which it corresponds. 
 

Are our old ways of working with Matter ineffective to deal with 
this new ‗substance‘? Is that the cause of our inability to solve any of 
the problems that keep confronting us? These are some of the questions 
to address! 
 
 

In doing so, we may find that there is a core discovery regarding 
the nature and composition of Matter itself at the frontier areas of 
research today which calls for special attention on our part. 
 
 

Matter seems to be in a hurry! It gathers speed as it moves! And 
presses for a veritable transformation of our being and our ways of 
living! 

Is such ‗transformation‘ a universal self-generative process 
inherent in terrestrial evolution? 

And which is becoming imperative at this moment of Time?  
 

Beings of Transition 
 

•There is a sense of fluidity in our beings… a sense of being in process. 
 • A process that takes us into new modes – of thinking and perceiving, of 
feeling, of moving into action. 
 • Our established moorings are no longer firm in their positions and we 
are in a process that is not just of one‘s individual self – but is a wider one that 
touches people everywhere, in a growing manner. 
 •A new way of ‗being‘ – as a generalized phenomenon is there. 
 •We are becoming increasingly aware of a rapid, fast moving evolution of 
our psychological being taking place. 
 •We are changing. We are ‗beings in transition‘ – and so the world around 
us, with its past structures, is at odds with itself! 
 

Among the participants were a few very eminent medical scientists, from the 
U.S and India. Their interest in coming to Auroville for such an event was of some 
surprise – but the interaction with them was very fruitful. One of them heads the 
Institute of Stem Cell Research in India and got introduced to The Mother‟s work in 
the cells. Other participants were from Auroville, who shared the work they were 
doing in various fields. Their presentations were greatly appreciated.  
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Each evening of the event concluded with a literary, theatre, music component based 
on the central theme.  

 
We had as scholar-in-residence, Dr. Elizabeth Ursic, who teaches at the California 
Institute of Integral Studies, San Francisco. She gave a beautiful workshop on „The 
Divine Feminine‟. This was inter-active forum with inputs from our side. This 
exploration is on-going and is gathering support.  
 
The construction of the new building is nearing completion and we look ahead to a 
permanent set-up for the Centre with the possibility of greatly increasing its activities 
and exploring new areas of work.  
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UNITY PAVILION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The highlight of this year was the official opening of the Unity Pavilion Hall on 
29.02.2012. There was a wonderful feeling of Unity in Diversity on that day with many 
of the Pavilion Groups participating in the event. 
 
The Bulgarians were making „Martenitsi‟, small traditional dolls, to welcome the 
Spring, the Kazakhs had erected a Yurt where children were doing crafts, Swedish 
volunteers were making Flower of Life kolams, the Koreans had a tea ceremony, the 
Americans were interacting with Auroville friends in America through Skype and Face 
Book, SAVI had prepared a small exhibition with information on how it is directing the 
Auroville volunteer activities. There were panels on display on the qualities of various 
nations, there were collective body movement sessions, there was Ethiopian Coffee, 
Russian and German Tea with traditional snacks and special cakes. 
  
In the evening Hungarian food got cooked over a small bonfire and guests were 
entertained with African drumming. 
 
But the most intense experience was the reading in 30 languages of three lines of Sri 
Aurobindo‟s Savitri. “The truth-light capture Nature by surprise, a stealth of God 
compel the heart to bliss, and earth grow unexpectedly divine” -- striking a strong 
cord of unity and how we are essentially one. 
 
As in the previous years, office work, Pavilion activities and meetings continued. AVI 
and the International Zone Group continue to use the facilities for meetings and office 
work. SAVI office has been very active and enlarging its activities. Students joined up 
for projects. 
 
The work with Africa and in particular with Ethiopia has been in the foreground for 
many months. The interaction with African students continues and efforts are being 
made to see how we more actively can sponsor African students coming to Auroville 
for internship and volunteer participation. Preparations for the AVI meeting in 
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Ethiopia were done during the summer months. The AVI meeting and events took 
place in October 2011 in Addis Ababa and the Unity Pavilion team was very involved in 
this work. 
 
A lot of effort and collaboration went into the completion and the beautiful finish of 
the interior of the Unity Pavilion Hall. 
 
In collaboration with the Visitors Center and the International Zone Group, a 
permanent outdoor exhibition on the International Zone was mounted at the Visitors 
Center. It displays information about the development of the Zone, its institutions, 
as well as the Pavilion groups and related projects. 
 
The Peace Table is now temporarily placed in the new hall, and we hope to complete 
the Hall of Peace section of the building during the next year so that the Peace Table 
finally can have a permanent place and the peace work may come into a fuller focus. 
In connection to this, a new activity, “Research of Peace”, has been started. As first 
steps a database on Peace Organizations is being established. 
 
With the completion of the new hall and the expansion of the work, more staff has 
joined the Unity Pavilion management team. Shivaya and Jaya were joined by 
Rewathy for accounts, Gerhard as permanent “live in” caretaker, Annette and Lili for 
events, and Noel for the peace research. Together we are growing into our new task 
of looking after the very beautiful new hall and letting it be filled with meaningful 
activities and events, all contributing towards unity in diversity; be it as group 
activities, classes, seminars, workshops, cultural event or community meeting. 
 
The hall is very appreciated for its joyful, quiet and peaceful atmosphere.  
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AUROVILLE ARCHIVES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auroville Archives – Cold storage place (a small enclosure) 

 
Objectives: 
 
Auroville Archives was set up in 1991 to keep a comprehensive and accurate record of 
all the experimental activities in this unique International Township project, a “Living 
Laboratory” as the Mother called it. It was founded on 28 February 1968, based on the 
vision of Sri Aurobindo on the future evolution of man and Human Unity under a four 
point Charter laid down by the Mother. It was planned for building an International 
city for 50,000 in a most challenging environment on a barren land in Tamil Nadu by 
inviting people from all around the world. 
  
Over the years, besides restoring life into the barren land and converting it into lush 
green forests today and other challenges, natural and manmade, various experiments 
have been done in soil reclamation, education, community life, health, technology, 
agriculture, industries to raise much needed funds for construction and other 
collective ventures – to name just a few - keeping in mind the needs of the local 
village population in the planned township area.  
 
True to its designation of a “Living Laboratory” given by the Mother, Auroville has 
faced a number of problems over the years which had to be dealt with by the 
Aurovilians present at the time. Today there are a total of 1738 adult Aurovilians with 
898 males and 840 females besides 519 minors (those below the age of 18 years) from 
48 nationalities from different parts of the world. The adults are free to choose work 
of their own interest which falls under various working groups that organize the 
planning and functioning of different activities based on the four point Charter of 
Auroville laid down by the Mother.  
 
It is important that a complete record be kept of all the material and spiritual 
experiments and other activities carried out in this unique project, (the only one of its 
kind in the world) backed by the numerous unanimous resolutions of the world body, 
UNESCO and supported by the Government of India on its soil.  
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Early challenges: 
 
Due to certain challenges that Auroville had to face after the passing of the Mother in 
1973, the Government of India had to take over the temporary management of 
Auroville. This was challenged in the Supreme Court of India by Sri Aurobindo Society, 
in which the Community of Auroville had to implead as the effected party and a 
unique decision in its favour was given by a four judge Constitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court. This was later followed up by a special Auroville Foundation Act 
passed by the Government of India in 1988, which appointed a Governing Board and 
an International Advisory Council to ensure its growth. 
 

Coordinator of Archives work – THAMBIDURAI Two members of Archives Team at work on  
 Digital conversion – SUNDAR and IYYAPPAN 

 
All the above is an invaluable historical record which has to be preserved for posterity 
for future researches and study on this unique Living Laboratory called Auroville. To 
meet the above needs, Auroville Archives was established in 1991 temporarily in the 
only available and limited space in the galleries below the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium in 
Bharat Nivas meant for electrical cables and air conditioning ducts. All materials from 
the widely spread out individual communities around the planned township area, had 
to be collected and preserved as best as possible centrally, to be free from damage by 
dust, heat, humidity and insects, of which there is no dearth in Auroville area. 
 
On-going activities: 
 
All the materials – paper, audio, video, photographs, slides are gradually being 
converted to digital form for long term preservation and future research. There are 
presently severe limitations in the ongoing work due to the improvised and limited 
space available for storing the ever increasing lot of Archival records.  
 
After 44 years of its existence, Auroville‟s population today is only 2257 and the 
planning and execution of all activities have to cater for a population of 50,000 in the 
years to come.  It is obvious that for future research scholars, a comprehensive record 
must be kept of all the work done so far, problems faced in various fields like 
acquisition of land, its development and housing, raising of funds for all activities and 
creation of facilities for the growing population, research into technical needs 
progressively and so on. 
 
All the records and progressive data of 44 years of work are stored in the present 
improvised temporary habitat in the existing location with the handicaps of 
inadequate storage space, temperature and humidity controls coupled with the 
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frequent cuts and break down in power supply.  Added to all this is the inadequacy of 
funds for making necessary improvements in the existing space. 
 
Outputs: 
  
Besides the ongoing work on collection/sorting out of all written material and 
conversion to digital formats, another project titled „Face cum Voice‟ record was 
taken up during 2009 - 2010. This project was aimed at recording voices of Aurovilians 
from different parts of the world on how they came to know about Auroville and then 
decided to join it and what they have done so far along with their personal comments 
on the ongoing growth of Auroville. More than 200 Aurovilians have been interviewed 
so far and their recordings converted into DVDs. This is of immense value for future 
research when the present generation of Aurovilians has gone but their personal 
experiences and work in this unique project will continue to exist.    
 
Due to erratic and frequent power cuts in Tamil Nadu, it is not possible to maintain 
the necessary levels of humidity and temperature control in the available improvised 
space. Under these circumstances, a small „cold storage‟ room was built with 
technical input from an Aurovilian working in Matrimandir air-conditioner plant.  This 
was based on a special grant allotted on request by the Foundation for World 
Education. Available sensitive materials (photos, slides, negatives, DVDs and other 
electronic materials) are now stored in this cold storage room where the temperature 
and humidity does not come up drastically even when there is no power.  
 
Pressing needs: 
 
A project for a permanent and specially designed building for the Auroville Archives 
was prepared more than ten years ago. It is still awaiting sanction by the authorities 
concerned.  It is imperative that the sanction for the new specially designed Archives 
building is given without further delay and the construction done at the earliest.  
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AUROVILLE LIBRARY 
 
The Auroville Library, recently relocated on the Crown Road near the Solar Kitchen, 
has been in operation for over 25 years now, housing and lending out a wide selection 
of books. Today it contains some 28,000 volumes in seven languages - English, French, 
Italian, Spanish, German, Dutch and Russian. All the books are divided up by subject 
matter into approximately 60 different sections, including a section especially for 
children. The library is using a professional computer software for cataloguing and 
organizing the books. The cataloguing of the books follows the international standard 
of the Dewey Decimal Classification. 
 
In addition to the books, most of which have been donated over the years or 
purchased (using a relatively small budget which rarely allows for more than 200 new 
works a year), the library also maintains a small number of subscriptions to weekly 
and monthly Indian and international journals. The latter are laid out for reading in a 
separate area of the library. 
 
The library opens every weekday morning from 9 to 12.30. It opens Saturday late 
afternoon from 4.00 to 6.30. We plan opening the library late afternoon three times a 
week. 
 
The library meets the needs of some 450 regular and 250 irregular book borrowers 
within Auroville, plus a number of guests and Auroville workers. On average, at 
present around 1,300 books are loaned out each month. 
 
The construction of the new library building through a grant of the Indian Government 
was completed early this year. The new building allows the library to be more easily 
accessible to the users due to its central location. It also provides more space for 
books and an easier access to the collections. It is a major progress and improvement 
for the library. The interior design and the equipment of the new building have been 
also completed thanks to a GOI grant. The general atmosphere and comfort of the 
library has been greatly improved to the satisfaction of the users. 
 
The team of the library has been expanded with two more people working part-time. 
One person is a trained librarian and is in charge of the catalogue that is the core of 
the library management and the other person is in charge of the front desk and 
specifically of the children‟s section which we would like to develop further. 
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MITRA HOSTEL 

 
Mitra hostel provides housing for bonafide students who are either undertaking a 
course of study in Auroville in association with a centre of SAIIER or other centers of 
study recognized by SAIIER. 
 
By providing collective housing for student volunteers, Mitra seeks to promote student 
– volunteer collaboration and exchange of ideas and knowledge about Auroville and 
present research activities. Exchange and communication between volunteers has 
improved since volunteers have the opportunity to meet regularly. This also enriches 
the cultural life of Auroville by encouraging collective studies and voluntary work. The 
hostel has become a place where people can learn from one another, not only 
pertaining to one‟s designated work, but also personal experiences.  
 
When students come to the hostel they are informed about the various activities 
taking place in Auroville. The aims and goals of Auroville are also given to incoming 
students. When small groups of students are received guided tours can be arranged 
around Auroville and information about the Mother‟s Dream given. 
 
Mitra is financially self-sufficient for general functioning. This includes the 
employment of the manager, a watchman, a gardener, a cook and janitorial staff.  
 
Mitra hosts students from various countries around the world, thus maintaining the 
international character of Auroville. Specifically, this past year Mitra received 386 
Indian, 20 German, 18 French, 16 Thai, 15 Rwandese, 12 Italian, 11 American, 9 
Spanish,  4 Japanese, 2 Canadian,  2 British, 2 Swiss, 2 Dutch, 2 Russian, 2 Hungarian, 
2 Bulgarian, 1 Australian, 1 Belgium, 1 Korean, 1 Kuwaiti, 1 Mexican. 
 
From October to mid-March the hostel operates at full capacity.  
 
The total number of groups hosted by Mitra in the year April ‟11- March ‟12 was 12. 
Specifically, there were 11 students from the Sri Aurobindo Institute of Mass 
Communication, Delhi.  There were 19 students from the Bharati Vidyapet College of 
Architecture, Mumbai. There were 20 students from the Rachana Sansad‟s Academy of 
Architecture, Mumbai. There were 50 students from the IES College of Architecture 
Bandra, Mumbai who came in 2 batches. There were 30 students from the Kanya 
Vidhya Mandir, Adipur Kutel, Gujarat. There were 15 students from the Dept. of 
Architecture, NIT, Calicut, Pune. There were 15 students from Theater group from 
Thailand. There were 18 students from the school KFI Damodar Gardens Besant AV 
Adyar, Chennai. There were 16 students from Annamalai University Crown Nagar 
Chidambram, 24 students from Indus International School Kondakkal Shankarpally, 
Hyderabad & 19 students from Srishti School of Art, Design & Technology, Bangalore. 
 
 
Mitra is under the overall supervision of the SAIIER Board. The manager is Usha, who 
meets regularly with a support group with the intention of giving feedback and 
suggestions. This support group includes Abha, Tineke, Ashoke Chatterjee and 
Sanjeev. 
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ARKA REPORT 

UPDATE APRIL 2012 

PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
The public building services include:  

o Browsing service (internet & phone) 

o Dining with a diet program 

o Red door / Library 

o Multipurpose hall (for concert, body and art activities, chanting) 

o Therapy rooms 

o Beauty Saloon 

PRIVATE SERVICES 
 
The private area services include: 

o Staff quarter house (for residents) 

o Convalescence rooms 

o Guest rooms 

o Laundry 

 
 

PUBLIC AREA SERVICES 
 

The public area services include: 
 

o Beautiful garden with ponds and fruits trees 

o Walking track with gymnastic tools for leg mobility 

o Cycle and bicycle parking 

o Car parking 

 
Arka is a holistic project for people of all ages – young meet the elders in a wide range 
of activities to create a common link for the future. 
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   Ongkie – Hairdressing    Dr. Kamala Tewari – Homeopath  
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          Meeting at the Red Door 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

Concert at the Multipurpose Hall – Nadaka                       Yoga with Shambhu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
    

 
 
 

Chronotype © 
Seminars by Giorgio‟s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Silvana – cranio sacral therapy
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BOTANICAL GARDENS 
 

Goal / Objective / Outcome: 
 
Environmental Education Programs: 

 To arouse awareness in students and help them to become active contributors 
towards a healthy and sustainable environment. 

 To develop educational materials that can be used at the gardens and also 
within the local schools for the purpose of raising the children‟s awareness of 
environmental issues and helping them to develop a sensitive and respectful 
relationship with Nature in general. 

 To create living displays and installations with the gardens that help to 
promote the children understands of the aims of the educational programs. 

 To train teachers so that they can return to their local schools and teach 
environmental education to the children within the schools. 
 

Program/Activity details: 
 
Environment Education Centre of the Auroville Botanical Gardens aims at providing 
education through observing & exploring the environment. Each and every part of the 
botanical gardens has something to expose, which would enrich the knowledge of the 
students or visitors. 
 
Our eco-education programs mainly cover school & self help group visits, conducting 
awareness programs, summer camp and green teacher training programs. We attempt 
to ensure that every visitor will have something to remember and to implement from 
their visit to AVBG. 
 
And we hope that every pair of legs and hands that has their prints in this garden 
would never tend to destroy nature, every eye that has sighted this Greenland would 
like to see it again and again and every nose that has inhaled the air here would like 
to have the same wherever they live. 
 
Outreach Programs: 
 

No. of Schools No. of Students Duration 

74 3000 students 1 Hour 

 
These programs were conducted with the respective schools, which were selected to 
visit the Auroville Botanical Garden. A briefing about their visit to the AVBG would be 
given to the selected students. The duration of this program was about 1 hour. In this 
academic year we have conducted outreach programs in 74 schools of the Villupuram 
District. 
 
SCHOOL VISITS 
 

No. of Schools No. of Students No. of Teachers 

74 2737 126 

No. of Groups No. of Members 

7 120 
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School visits form the major portion of the total visits to Auroville Botanical Garden. 
It‟s a full day program. This program was carried out through the following topics. 
 
Introduction: 
History & Mission of the Botanical Garden were explained. 

 
i. TDEF (Nursery, Maze Garden, Arboretum, TDEF forest): Origin, features and 

the need to conserve TDEF, trees and the animals inhabiting the forest were 
explained. 

 
ii. Herbal Garden: Medicinal values & botanical names of the herbal plants of the 

tropical region were explained. 
 

iii. Organic Farming: Methods of organic farming like drip irrigation method, 
organic manure, pesticides and the need of indigenous seeds were explained. 

 
iv. Renewable Energy: Working mode of solar panel and windmill and the need to 

use appliances powered by renewable energy sources were explained. 
 

v. Observation skills: Students were asked to observe different types of leaves, 
tree shapes, and thorns were asked to answer questions like functions of leaf, 
veins, thorns and reasons for leaf being green etc. 

 
 WOMEN SELF HELP GROUP VISITS (WSHG) 
 We mainly focus on the ways to promote income of the women that are self 
 help group members. Production of vermi-compost and growing medicinal 
 plants on a large scale were explained. 

 
 Awareness towards plastics and need of following organic farming methods 
 were explained to 120 members of 7 clubs who visited AVBG this year. 

 
 GREEN TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM 
 In this program six groups of teachers visited the Botanical Garden and were 
 explained the methods of education promoted at the gardens. In total 329 
 teachers attended this program this year. The programs concentrated on the 
 Vanur BRC and SSA coordinators.  

 
 HERBAL GARDEN 

 
 Schools that have space in their heart (i.e. care and affection to look after 
 plants) and in their school premises would be gifted a herbal garden created 
 with the aid of the Botanical Garden. 
 
 In this academic year we created herbal gardens in the following 3 places: 
 Alankuppam GHS, Arasamangalam GHS and Kottakuppam HSS. 

 
 TREE PLANTING PROGRAMS 
 In order to encourage the youth to think about the needs of tree cover and the 
 benefits it brings, tree planting programs were organized on campus that could 
 guarantee the survival of the saplings through fencing and provision of water.  
 
 We planted 110 plants in the following 12 places: Alankuppam GHS, Kiliyanur 
 GHSS, Gandhi HSS, Anumandhai GHSS, Perangiyur GHSS, Katrampakkam PUMS, 
 Eraiyur GHS, Karasanur GHSS, PM chavady PUMS, and Kalapet GHSS.  



 
 
 

SAIIER ANNUAL REPORT 2011-2012 
 

 

AWARENESS PROGRAMS 
 
„Cycle Rally‟: A cycle rally was organized in order to create awareness towards forest 
conservation. The rally was a 7 day program where17 students from  Aravindar Arts 
College and Gandhi GHS cycled from  Vanur taluk office to Kalvarayan hills passing 
through more than 50 villages & creating awareness. The rally started on 11.12.11 and 
ended on 17.12.11. They issued notices about conservation of forests and waste 
management. 
  
SUMMER & NSS CAMPS 
 
Summer Camp: 
 
This camp was organized in the month of May. The camp started on 01.05.11 and 
ended 04.05.11. Around 30 students of the surrounding 4 schools along with teachers 
participated in the summer camp. The camp went on 4 days and all the participants 
stayed in the premises of the Botanical Garden. Cleanup work, forest trip to Gingee 
mountains and other practical activities were carried out through the summer camp. 
 
NSS (National Service Scheme): 
 
Three NSS camps were held this academic year. The first camp comprising 30 students 
from T. Kootroad HSS along with 4 teachers was organized in the premises of Auroville 
Botanical Garden on 08.10.11. Cleanup work was carried out on that day. The second 
camp was organized with the 30 students & 2 teachers of Omandhur GHSS in the 
Botanical Garden on 20.01.12. Students did cleanup work and helped in shifting plants 
in the nursery.  
 
The third camp comprised 30 youths of T.C. Koot Road youth club and tree planting 
activities were carried out in the camp. 

 
Junior Red Cross Camps (JRC): 
Four JRC camps were organized in this academic year.The first camp with schools 
from Vanur block was organized on 15.11.12 and around 30 students participated in 
the camp. The second camp with 32 students from Tirukovilur block was started on 
18.11.12. The third camp with 34 students from Tindivanam block kicked off on 
21.11.12 and the fourth camp comprising 30 students of Gingee block was organized 
on 25.11.12. 
 
History of JRC and environmental friendly practices were carried out in the course of 
the camps. 
 

Special programs 
Ozone Day celebration: 
 
The World Ozone Day was celebrated on 16.09.11 at the Edayanchavady PUMS. Around 
65 students from 6 schools participated in the event. Drawing, speech and essay 
writing competition were organized and prizes were distributed to the winners. 
 
Wild life week celebration: 
 
The world wild life week was celebrated at the Gandhi HSS on 24.10.11. Around 54 
students from 13 schools of the Vanur block took part in the event. Drawing and essay 
writing programs were organized on the topic of conserving wild life. 
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The winners were awarded with certificates and prizes. 
 
Wet land day celebration: 
 
The world wet land day was marked on 16.02.12 at Anumandhai GHSS.  Around 130 
students from 15 schools of the Kaluveli bio-region had active participation in the 
program.  The event was filled with drawing and speech competition.  
 
Students were felicitated with certificates and mementoes. 
 
Outputs: 
 

 2737 students participated in the Environment Education Program. Many 
schools have planted trees at their schools campus, some students and women 
self help group members have changed LCD bulbs at their home. Most of the 
participants are very conscious about Global Warming. 

 120 teachers took part in the environment education awareness program. 

 Some students and parents have started utilizing medicinal plants for cough, 
cold, fever from their own medicinal plant gardens. 

 Local teachers were turned into green teachers at their schools and initiated 
the plantation program, formed eco clubs, organized awareness program and 
competitions on global warming among their school children and teachers.  

 
Progress Timelines: 
 
2 years (March 2011 to April 2012) 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN AUROVILLE BIOREGION 
A project under Botanical Garden 

 
Environmental education is an educational process and a comprehensive approach to 
involve the general public to bring back the Earth‟s balance. Environmental education 
can be applied for encouraging citizens to adopt responsible practices through their 
behavioural change in daily life activities. 
 
Caring for the environment will not require us to become an environmental activist.  
Even as an individual there is something that you can do no matter how small or 
insignificant it may seem.  Planting trees, proper waste disposal is a good start.  
These small steps can be the beginning of a greater awareness about environmental 
concerns. 
 
The job of exposing students to the world around is an essential pre-requisite to 
learning that is often neglected by parents who are not conscious of this need.  Hence 
it is the duty of organizations to arouse awareness in the society towards a sustainable 
environment.  Raising awareness in people will help them to become active 
contributors towards a better environment. 
 
For the last five years, the Environmental Education Centre of Auroville Botanical 
Gardens has kept itself busy organizing environmental education programs for all 
sections of society.  We mainly focus on students and also spare ample time for self-
help group visits, tree planting programs, teacher training programs, awareness 
camps, cycle rally and other activities that help eradicate the darkness in the minds 
of people that prevents them from leading a sustainable lifestyle. 
 
Though facing several challenges, nothing can hinder our journey of reaching the 
masses and arousing environmental awareness among them. 
 
OUTREACH PROGRAMMES: 
 

No. of. Schools: 74 No. of. Students: 3,000 

 
Outreach programs were organised in schools ahead of their visit to the Botanical 
Gardens.  The main motto of the outreach programs was to prepare the students 
mentally and physically for their visit to the Gardens.  Group discussions, identifying 
native tree species, introducation to the indegenous flora & fauna and the base of our 
organisation were the main agendas of the outreach programs.  In the year 2011-2012 
Outreach programs were organised in 74 schools of the Villupuram district and around 
3000 students took part in the programs. 
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SCHOOL VISITS: 
 
School system provides the largest organized base for environmental education and 
action.  The job of exposing students to the environment around is an essential pre-
requisite to learning.  We educate students about their inter-dependence with the 
environment through visits, demonstrations and activities.  Our educational package 
for students enhances the students‟ qualities of observation, thinking, and creativity; 
it also contributes to their personality development. 
 

No. of School visits: 74 No. of Students & Teachers: 2737 + 126 

 

 
TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMMES: 
 

No. of Groups: 2 No. of Teachers: 120 

 
The teachers community is in a prime position to be able to deliver the environmental 
basics throughout the curriculum at every grade level.  Teachers can nurture the 
knowledge, skills and values essential to a sustainable living.  Hence Teacher Training 
Programs were given priority next to the school visits.  In the academic year 2011-
2012, around 120 teachers from SSA Co-ordinators, Pondicherry and Pauls Teacher 
Training College participated in the Teacher Training Programs. 
 
Mr. Krishnan, OSD of the Pondicherry education department and Mr. Ramalingam Co-
ordinator of NGC marked their presence during the Teacher Training Programs. 
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SELF HELP GROUP VISITS: 
 

No. of Groups: 7 No. of members: 120 

 
We regularly organize self help group visits comprising rural women and men to the 
AV Botanical Gardens.  Our educational package guides them to equip themselves and 
to improve the conditions of their children and family, community and villages so as 
to lead a happy and sustained life in the society.  Uses of local medicinal plants, 
waste segregation and organic farming hold the major part of the educational 
package. 
 
In this academic year 2011-2012, 120 members of groups from Kiliyanur, Uppuvelur, 
Pattanur, Moratandi, and Vasanthapuram visited the Botanical Gardens. 

 
HERBAL GARDEN 
 
Plants have always played a significant role in the Indian tradition.  Many plants are 
used to treat various kinds of ailments.  There is a need to make everyone aware of 
various kinds of Indian herbs and their significance in our lives.  Hence to make the 
students and teachers aware of various herbal plants that can be grown in their school 
and to understand the economical and medicinal value of the plants, the botanical 
and medicinal value of the plants, the botanical gardens made herbal gardens in three 
schools. 
   
They were Alankuppam GHSS, Chinnatha GHSS, and Arasamangalam GHSS. 
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TREE PLANTING PROGRAMMES 
 

No. of Programs: 12 No. of Trees: 120 

 
We human beings are now collectively outstripping the planet of its natural resources.  
Deforestation is the most violent way of destroying  nature. Tree planting programs 
can ensure the successful restoration of a deforested area, hence creating 
ecologically sustainable resource use.  We strongly believe that “Every tree makes a 
difference”. 
Hence in order to arouse awareness in students on the importance of trees, tree 
planting programs were organized in Kiliyanur GHSS, Arasamangalam GHSS, Gandhi 
HSS, Anumandhai GHSS, Perangiyur GHSS, Katrambakkam GHS, Eraiyur GHS, Karasanur 
GHSS, Alankuppam GHS, Kalapet GHSS and PM Chavady PUMS.  Around 120 trees were 
planted during the course of the tree planting programs. 
 

 
SPECIAL PROGRAMMES 
 
OZONE DAY CELEBRATION: 
 

No. of Students: 65 No. of Schools: 5 

 
The United Nations, International Day for the preservation of the ozone layer is 
celebrated on September 16 every year.  The World Ozone Day was celebrated on 16th 
September 2011 at Edayanchavady PUMS by the Auroville Botanical Gardens.  Around 
65 students from Gandhi GHSS, PM chavady PUMS, Edayanchavady PUMS, 
Katrambakkam PUMS and Bommayarpalayam PUMS participated in the event. 
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Activities including speech, drawing and essay writing that focused on topics related 
to the ozone layer, climate change and ozone depletion. 
 
WET LAND DAY CELEBRATION: 
 

No. of Schools: 13 No. of Students: 130 

 
Wetlands harbor a lot of species and that is what makes them special, wetlands are in 
danger due to the expansion of human settlements.  Hence to create awareness on 
wetlands, the world wetland day is celebrated on February 2nd, every year.  The 
Auroville Botanical Garden celebrated the world wetland day on 16th February 2012 at 
Anumandhai GHSS. 
 
Around 130 Students from 13 schools of the Kaluveli bio-region participated in the 
celebrations.  Students were engaged in drawing, speech and essay competitions on 
topics that pronounced the importance of the wetlands.  Mr. Arumugam, The District 
Educational Officer was the chief guest and distributed the prizes to the winners. 
 
AWARENESS PROGRAMMES: CYCLE RALLY 
 

No. of Participants: 12 Route: Vanoor-Kalvarayan Hills 

 
Soil is the foundation of our civilization with an aim to generate awareness about the 
value and importance of soil. The Auroville Botanical gardens organized an awareness 
cycle rally on the 11th December that ended on the 16th of December.  The objective 
of the rally was to enthuse people to take measures for soil conservation and paving 
the way for a green and sustainable environment.   
 

 
 
The rally started at the vanoor taluk 
office and ended at the kalvarayan hills.  
 
The rally team with 10 eco-club students 
and two teachers of the environmental 
education centre, planted over eighty 
trees in thirteen schools and covered 
more than 340kms spreading the green 
message to thousands of people.  The 
rally team travelled together with all 
safety measures and spread the message 
through awareness notices. 
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WILD LIFE WEEK: 
 
The wild life week is celebrated every year throughout the nation during the 1st week 
of October.  The main focus of the program is to create awareness among the 
students for the conservation and protection of wild life resources.  The wild life 
week was celebrated on 24th October 2011 at Gandhi GHSS, T.C. Kootroad. Around 54 
students from 16 schools of Vanoor Taluk participated in the celebration. 
 
Students participated in wildlife quiz competition, poster drawing, speech 
competition and essay writing competition.  Mr. Vengatesan, the Tindivanam Forest 
range officer distributed prizes to the winners. 
 
NSS CAMPS: 
 

No. of Camps: 3 No. of Students: 90 

 
The main aim of NSS Camps is personality development through social service or 
community service.  Discipline, values, good habits and social behavior are developed 
in the camps.  Protecting and serving the environment is also a social service which is 
crucial at this point in history.  In the academic year 2011-2012, the botanical gardens 
organized three two day camps, in which 90 students from omandhur GHSS, Gandhi 
GHS and youth club from T. C. Kootroad participated. 
 
Tree planting and cleaning work in public places, issuing awareness notices and 
medical camps were organized in the course of the camp.  Certificates and prizes 
were awarded to the participants. 

 
 
JRC CAMPS: 

 
The mission of Junior Red Cross is to inspire 
students of humanitarian activities so that 
human suffering can be minimized and even 
prevented.  The biggest suffering of the humans 
in the present context is due to the destruction 
of nature.  Hence the Auroville Botanical 
Gardens along with JRC of Tindivanam 
educational district organized JRC Camps at the 
gardens to inspire activities that would lead in 
protecting the nature. 

No. of Camps: 4 No. of Students: 126 
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We organized four x 2 days‟ camps at the gardens.  Around 126 students from 40 
schools of Vanoor,, Tirukovilur, Tindivanam and Gingee taluks, participated in the 
camps.  The camps were organized by Taluk wise. 
 
Mr. VMR. SHIVA, Chairman of Vanur; Mr. Vengatesan, Tindivanam Forest Range 
officer; Mr. Paul, Director of Botanical Gardens; Mr. Shanmugam, District Education 
Officer were the chief guests who gave inspirational speeches to encourage the 
students. 
 
SUMMER CAMP: 

 
 

No. of Schools : 4 No. of Students: 30 

 
Summer camps have long been a way to have educational, enjoyable activity to 
participate during summer vacation.  Summer camps can serve as a maturing 
experience for students and is the ideal setting for kids with environmental issues.  
Students learn new skills while enjoying themselves at the summer camps. 
 

The Auroville Botanical Gardens 
organizes regular summer camps 
every year.  In the academic year 
2011-2012, the camp started on 1st 
May and ended on 4th May.  Around 
30 students from Edayanchavady 
PUMS, Alankuppam GHSS, 
Kuyilapalayam Trust School and New 
Creation School participated in the 
camp.  Trekking at Gingee hills, 
herbal medicine demonstration, 
yoga classes, works camps and 
forest visits were carried out 
through the course to the 
participants. 
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Gingee trek  
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RESEARCH AND AWARENESS OF BIODIVERSITY AT VILLAGE 
CONSERVATION 

At village level for school students and teachers 

 

Introduction: 

 
About Project Implementing Agency: 
Aranya is a part of Auroville that consists of nearly 100 acres of land  with a unique 
topography, as old as sand stone rocks of Cuddalore series..  It comprises deep 
ravines, wide canyon, gully, rift, puddle etc.  The soil erosion was controlled by the 
construction of contour bunds, check dams, ponds and the planting of more than one 
lakh seedlings of indigenous species.  Owing to this plantation the ecosystem was 
changed and was able to retain the landscape and habitat for the endangered plant 
species like Derris ovalifolia and bird species like the Indian eagle owl, Buboubo 
bengalensis. 
 
Aranya is a service unit aiming to raise awareness among teenage school children, 
teachers, local bodies and NGOs about the natural and cultural perspectives on 
ecology and environment.  Soil reclamation was a project done in 100 acres was 
funded by IDRC. Since then Aranya community came into existence. Aranya forest has 
been taking up various activities including exploration of natural forest by school 
students. 

 
Study on methodology of natural regeneration and to raise awareness of the existing 
environmental bio-degradation of the surrounding forest and to increase the 
understanding of the importance of eco system conservation by school students and 
teachers. 
 
There is a variety of terrain in and around Auroville. The present generation of school 
children are the future leaders, so their learning through specific practical trainings 
could help them to conserve the natural biodiversity of this area. 
 
Main objectives of this project: 
This project is mainly focusing on giving awareness and training on natural ecosystem 
for school going students to understand the existing environmental bio-degradation of 
the surrounding forest and to increase the understanding of the importance of eco 
system conservation by school students and teachers. 
 
List of activities carried out during the project period: 

1. Provided trainings to the school children on bio-diversity conservation through 
nursery raising and plantation activities in Aranya Forest. 

2. Organized exposure visits for school students, Eco clubs, teachers, NGO staff 
and Government officials to know about the importance of bio diversity 
conservation and protection.  

3. Conducting competition programmes for students on environment 
developmental activities. 

4. Prepared a list of plant species growing in Aranya forest by the school students 
to prepare a booklet in order to disseminate the knowledge for the future 
generation. 

5. Conducted weekly Bio-Diversity Conservation Camps at Aranya for local school 
students from surrounding villages. 
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Training cum Exposure visits conducted: 
 
Aranya is hosting a large number of visitors particularly school children from 
government and private schools, non-governmental organizations, and self help groups 
to learn about soil and water conservation, indigenous and local species found in 
tropical dry evergreen forests, composting, vermi-compost, environmental issues 
including biodiversity, cultural diversity and climate change.  School students were 
given  enough awareness and understanding about environmental impacts and 
especially on Soil and Water Management measures.  Weekly 40-50 school kids from 
local village Eco-clubs are regularly visiting and involve themselves in nursery and 
plantation activities. List of Exposure visits and training programmes conducted in 
Aranya is given below. 
 

S.N. Date Name of the school / college No. of Students 

1 06.04.2011 
Tagore Arts College students, 
Pondicherry 

16 

2 09.04.2011 Community College – Chennai 15 

3 05.06.2011 Science and Technology-Pondichery 105 

4 04.07.2011 
Primary school – Puthurai and 
Manaveli villages 

90 

5 10.07.2011 
Perumal Manimegalai Engineering 
college 

15 

6 15.07.2011 
Govt. Higher Sec. School – Puthurai 
village 

104 

7 18.07.2011 
Govt. Higher Sec. School – Puthurai 
village 

97 

8 03.08.2011 
Indira Gandhi Govt. Higher Sec. 
School - Pondicherry 

96 

9 20.08.2011 
Thiruvalluvar Govt. Higher Sec. 
School – Ambagarathur,Karaikal 

105 

10 30.08.2011 
Thanthai Periyar Govt. Higher Sec. 
School – Ariyankuppam 

36 

11 31.08.2011 Patrick School – Pondicherry 70 

12 22.09.2011 
Govt. Higher Sec. School, Manaveli, 
Pondicherry 

45 

13 14.10.2011 Aha Kindergarten – Auroville 10 

14 15.10.2011 
Illango Adigalar Hr.Sec.School, 
Pondicherry 

62 

15 07.12.2011 
Govt. Higher Sec. School, 
Dharmapuri, Pondicherry 

40 

16 07.01.2011 
Govt. Middle School, 
Thiruchitrambalam, Kootroad 

63 
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17 19.01.2012 
Indus International School, 
Hyderabad 

40 

18 22.01.2012 
Semppadugai Nanneeragam – NGO – 
Pondicherry 

55 

19 29.01.2012 
Semppadugai Nanneeragam – NGO – 
Pondicherry 

50 

20 10.03.2012 
New Modern Nithiya Mandir School, 
Muthialpet 

70 

21 11.03.2012 
Swami Vivekananda Vidiyalaya 
Higher Sec.School, Pondicherry 

62 

22 16.03.2012 
Gandhi English Higher Sec. School, 
Thirukanoor, Pondicherry 

80 

23 19.03.2012 
Govt. Higher Sec. School, 
Alangkuppam 

55 

24 20.03.2012 
Presidency Hr. Sec. School, 
Reddiyarpalayam, Pondicherry 

45 

24 23.03.2012 
Vallalar Govt. Girls Hr. Sec.School, 
Pondicherry 

50 

25 24.03.2012 
Govt. Teachers Training  School, 
Lawspet, Pondicherry 

45 

 
During these exposure visits the children and teachers are motivated to understand 
the importance of bio-diversity conservation and soil, water conservation measures, 
the indigenous coastal vegetation. They are also explained the fact that a large 
amount of time, efforts and resources is required for rehabilitation of degraded 
ecosystems.  They also participated in a craft workshop in which they learnt to draw 
and express themselves through art, and paper cover making, book reading, 
storytelling etc.  Exposure visits have generated much enthusiasm among the children 
of the village who are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the rains to assist in planting and 
aftercare of plantation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Providing Environmental Protection training to the NSS students from Pondicherry 
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School students from Modern Vidhya Mandir High.Sec.School, Muthaliarpet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swami Vivekananda School students visiting Aranya Forest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
School students from Indira Gandhi Higher Sec. School, Pondicherry 
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Bio-Diversity Conservation training to the DNA club students from Pondicherry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick School NCC students visiting Aranya Forest canyons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Workshop on Bio-diversity Conversation On World Environment Day 
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Goals/Objectives: 
 
The aim of Aurofilm is to use Cinema as a tool for education, and artistic and creative 
research. By providing regular showings of high quality films our wish is to offer to the 
Auroville community a way to develop taste and discernment. In order to fulfill our goal, 
contact, research and gathering of documentation on Cinema generally and particularly 
the work of various Indian organizations and individuals that relate to Cinema in India 
(doing research, production, promotion and preservation of films from India and the 
world) is a must. 
 
Programs and Activities: 
 
Aurofilm provides regular film-screenings for the community of Auroville. In addition 
to that, we hold at least one annual thematic film festival and other film related 
activities. For our work, we must seek which suitable films are available in the country 
that could be borrowed or/and rented for our weekly screenings at the Sri Aurobindo 
Auditorium, Bharat Nivas. We then select and organize the program, requesting, renting 
or borrowing the films from the distribution sources that we had to search for. We 
therefore have to contact the different organizations and companies holding rights or 
custody of the selected films, like the National Film Archive of India (NFAI, Pune) and 
Directorate of Film Festivals (DFF, New Delhi) –under the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, GOI; the Embassy of France in Delhi that lends us the French films (we 
chose from their list of 35mm English subtitled prints and DVDs with screening 
authorization) and some commercial distributors in Chennai and Mumbai who send us 
what we request  along with a concession fee and transport charges. Apart from these, 
we may directly ask Indian film directors, producers and individuals having commercial 
rights or authorizations for Indian films, to send us a film for our non commercial film 
show (with English subtitles).  
Screening of chosen classics of the world cinema is a must for inspiration. We want to 
expose the public to the world at large, and at the same time give them access to 
quality and creativity. This year we have presented two Japanese masters: Yasujiro Ozu 
–who has explored mainly the Japanese family life in an inimitable plain film style- here 
with Autumn Afternoon (1960), and Akira Kurosawa‟s High and Low (1963) a thriller with 
a perfect story  and production . From France, we have presented the very moving 
account on the last and difficult part of the life of the famous painter, Modigliani, in 
Paris in 1919 with Montparnasse 19 (by Jacques Becker, 1958). The artist is very 
sensitively interpreted by one of France‟s best actors of the period, Gerard Philippe. 
From Italy, Franco Zefirelli‟s beautiful adaptation of Romeo and Juliet (also 1958), and 
from Hollywood, The Big Sleep (by Howard Hawks in 1946) along with the mythical 
Casablanca –which has been shot during WW II in 1942 by Michael Curtiz. Both star the 
unforgettable Humphrey Bogart, with the greatest actresses of that time, respectively 
Lauren Bacall and Ingrid Bergman. Here also the scripts are faultless and the art of 
cinema at its best. We can only note that the years 1940s to 1960s have truly been the 
cauldron for many a film work of the highest value. 
 
We have screened some more recent films that are on the way to become the „new 
classics‟: The Purple Rose of Cairo, a delightful story that includes a film within the 
film, and is a reference and a beautifully brought homage paid to earlier cinema by 
Woody Allen in 1985; Out of Africa, by Sydney Pollack in 1986, with two wonderful 
actors, great music, a story taken from the classic European literature and amazing 
photography within the African landscapes and realities of those times; Dances with 
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Wolves (by Kevin Costner in 1990) where a Northerner army lieutenant during the 
Secession War, having become a hero in spite of himself chooses to isolate himself in a 
remote land, part of a Sioux territory. There, a wolf follows him and becomes his 
companion and he encounters and discovers the life and spirit of the Native Americans 
his conquering army is fighting. All these films happen to come from the US. Then we 
had the very moving story of a blind child in Color of Paradise by Majid Majidi, Iran, 
1990 and the most recent pearl, at last a film tackling the subject of evolution, and the 
Divine: The Tree of Life by Terrence Mallick, a very daring film which won of the Golden 
Palm at Cannes Film Festival last year –from the US. 
 
As always, we strive to promote the „non commercial‟ Indian cinema, the cinema of the 
different states of India. We have shown important older movies like Ishanou (The 
Chosen One), Aribam Sham Sharma‟s great Manipuri film of 1991. A recent one like 
Dobhi Ghat (Mumbai Diaries), a film with a definite difference coming from a young lady 
director from Mumbai, Kiran Rao (in 2010 and starring Aamir Khan in an outstanding and 
subdued performance). Then, the last film for this year, Ha Bharat Maza (India is My 
Country), a very well written film by Pune based directors Sumitra Bhave and Sunil 
Sukthankar. The film tackles the topic of corruption in the society, at all its different 
levels, taking for a start the India Against Corruption movement with leader Anna 
Hazare. Six other 2010 and 2011 films were screened as a part of our annual film 
festival, a “Panorama of Indian Contemporary Indian Cinema” (please see separate 
report).  
This past year, we have been able to screen fourteen documentaries (short but mostly 
long features), an exceptional amount for our programs are usually more fictional. Being 
of varied and attractive subjects, they drew a good audience and have generally been 
well received. Two of them were on wildlife (The Monkey Folk and The Winged 
Migration, both made by well known French directors). Another one, Local Solutions for 
Global Disorders (also from  France) was on environment hazards due to globalization 
(mainly the intensive agricultural practices resulting in the impoverishment of the 
earth/land, of low quality or even health hazards of food products, and whose 
interviewees offer natural solutions (with a possible return to ancient practices) even for 
the big scale agriculture; one documentary on one of the most brilliant Brazilian pianist, 
Nelson Freire, said to be the best interpreter of Franz List for instance; one on the great 
Tamil poet, Subramanyan Bharati –introduced by poetess Meenakshi and the film 
director from Chennai, Soudhamini: and the last one this year, Nostalgia for the Light, 
an amazingly beautiful film made in 2010 by Patrizio Guzman, a Chilean director who 
went through exile in France after having been imprisoned in the Pinochet regime in 
1973 and released. After all these years, the director does not make political films per 
se anymore and this one is truly like a meditation on space and time. It is set in the 
Desert of Atacama in Chile, the place on Earth where the sky is the purest due to total 
lack of humidity. On the one hand, the film tells about the work of astronomers from all 
over the world who observe the sky searching for the origins of the universe and 
mankind, and on the other, about the Chilean women who are searching for their loved 
ones who have „disappeared‟ during the dictatorship and whose bodies have been 
dumped so unceremoniously by the dictatorship. A great work on all levels. We have also 
screened a documentary made by a German journalist about the French writer and 
confident of the Mother, Satprem. The film is an interview of Satprem made in the early 
eighties where he talks about Mother, Sri Aurobindo, their Yoga and many things linked 
to this spiritual quest and its relevance for our own integral work. 
 
Other events for this year were also presented, like the screening of four Polish films by 
film masters of this country, in collaboration with a group of Polish artists in residence 
at Kala Kendra, Auroville, and an evening of five short films made by Asian women 
directors in collaboration with IAWRT (Delhi) and the University of Pondichery, (Dept. of 
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Mass Communication). They are reported separately (please see the report on Film 
Festivals in Auroville). 
 
Apart from the film shows and research on Cinema, we always have some film making in 
progress. As a matter of fact, all along the year we go on with some film shooting of 
happenings in Auroville. These footages are edited and may form a short film in 
themselves or may be used in part for a new version of “Greetings from Auroville”, or a 
brand new film on Auroville. We have shot for instance, a performance by Sangeeta Dash 
and her students at Bharat Nivas, and the performance of “Krishna under the Kadamba 
Tree” by Kanchana and her students. We have taken on record  the opening of the 
Centre d‟Art of Citadines which contains an exhibition on the work of  Auroville‟s late 
chief architect, Roger Anger. Also, an interview was made with the Auroville 
photographer Dominique Darr, founder of the Centre d‟Art; a visit to the “Did You Say 
Paper?” exhibition, with an interview of Luisa, executive at Auroville Papers and of some 
of her workers; and lastly, a visit at the “Strokes and Dots” exhibition by Pierre Legrand 
also at the Centre d‟Art, with an interview and further shooting in his atelier at 
Auromodèle. 
 
This year, we also produced a Russian version of our film “Greetings to Auroville”, for 
we were told at the Visitor‟s Centre that it would be much appreciated. Vera Lipen did 
the translation and read it as a voice over on the film. Similarly, we are now in the 
process of doing a Spanish version of the same film, as it appears a film on Auroville in 
this language too would be very welcome. 
 
We also met and exchanged with different people involved in film making and film 
production, like the group of Polish artists, then a group of four young film makers from 
Pondicherry who have worked in New York for 6 months last year and have returned with 
some film work to finish and present. They have generously given us a hand during the 
film festival and we are exploring ways to work together in the near future. We have 
had contact with a Finnish animation, Kateriina Lillqvist, a director who will come and 
animate a puppet animation workshop and present her films as well as some of the best 
of Czech animation directors‟ with whom she has been trained as a student in Prague.    
 
Outputs: 
 
Film screenings for the community: 
All along the year we have organized the weekly 35 mm film program at the Sri 
Aurobindo Auditorium. The audience for these regular film shows had an average of 250 
people of mixed nationalities and cultures. We have screened a total of 64 films (please 
see the list below). 
 
Other activities this year: 
 

- Attending the 40th IFFI (International Film Festival at Panaji, Goa) –an activity 
funded this year by SAIIER and the Project Coordination Group, Auroville) 

- A Film Festival in Auroville – a 3-day Panorama of Indian Contemporary Cinema, 
- A 4 film evening by Polish masters 
- A 5 short film evening by Asian women directors 
(Please see separate reports for each activity). 

 
Outcomes: 
 
Cinema is an amalgamation of different art forms and is thus whole and complete. It is 
our conviction that cinema for those with an eagerness to learn is a communication 
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channel through which one can relate with their own inner beings and that of the 
others. This aspect of cinema encourages us as Aurovilians to strive towards the aspect 
of human unity. Also cinema is experiential in the very event that it creates an 
opportunity for people to literally come together and share their perspectives. Cinema is 
pursuit of beauty and aesthetics and it is through this pursuit that one develops 
discernment. Both fiction and documentary films give one a new perspective on life. 
While it is of utmost importance to choose the right type of film to be screened in a 
place like Auroville, that choice should not stem from a moralistic standpoint. We still 
believe that the quality of the vibration that drives the physical manifestation of 35 mm 
film projection is high and is better left without comparison with a digital video 
presentation which is an electronic and a virtual representation. 
 
Process timeline: 
 
Research, evaluation and selection are an evolutionary process for us as far as cinema is 
concerned. We do this through weekly film shows, festivals during a calendar year, 
reading books and by giving classes or talks on film at Kalabhoomi. We are grateful to be 
able to consecrate our work to Aurovilians, guests and people of the world at large. By 
this we feel that some action is done through this endeavour and it does work on all the 
levels of our consciousness. Perhaps this brings us closer to our aim of transforming 
human nature. 
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SCHEDULE OF FILMS SCREENED IN 2011-2012 
 

DATE TITLE YEAR DIRECTOR COUNTRY 
LANGU

AGE DUR. SOURCE 

2011 APRIL             

1 
LE ROLE DE SA VIE / 
THE ROLE OF HER 

LIFE 
2004 

FRANCOIS 
FAVRAT 

FRANCE 
FRENC
H/EST 

1H.40' FE 35 MM 

8 
SATPREM - THE WAY 

TOWARD WITHIN 
1981 

G. 
TROLLER 

GERMANY 
FRENC
H/EST 

29' DVD Aurofilm 

 

LE PEUPLE 
MIGRATEUR / 

WINGED MIGRATION 
2001 

JACQUES 
PERRIN 

FRANCE 
FRENC
H/EST 

1H.38' DVD Olivier B. 

15 
AN AUTUMN 
AFTERNOON 

1960 
YASUJIRO 

OZU 
JAPAN 

JAPAN
ES/EST 

2H.05' NFAI 35 MM 

22 
LOCAL SOLUTIONS 

FOR A GLOBAL 
DISORDER 

2010 
COLINE 

SERREAU 
FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 

1H.53 DVD Aurofilm 

29 
& EVOLUTION FAST 

FORWARD 
2011 

MANOJ 
PAVITRAN 

AUROVILLE 
ENGLIS

H 
29' DVD Manoj P. 

 
JACQUOT DE 

NANTES 
1991 

AGNES 
VARDA 

FRANCE 
FRENC
H/EST 

1H.53' DVD FE 

 MAY             

6 
LA BELLE VERTE / 
BEAUTIFUL GREEN 
PLANET 1996 

COLINE 
SERREAU FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.39' DVD Aurofilm 

13 
HIGH AND LOW 1963 

AKIRA 
KUROSAW

A JAPAN 
JAPAN
ES/EST 2H.14' DVD Olivier B. 

20 LE PEUPLE SINGE / 
THE MONKEY FOLK 1989 

GERARD 
VIENNE FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.27' DVD Aurofilm 

27 LA TRAHISON / THE 
TREASON 2005 

PHILIPPE 
FAUCON FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.20' FE 35 mm 

 JUNE             

3 No film             

10 
HEREAFTER 2010 

CLINT 
EASTWOO

D UK 
ENGLIS

H 2H.09'  W.B. 35 MM 

17 
OUT OF AFRICA 1986 

SIDNEY 
POLLACK USA 

ENGLIS
H 2H.40' DVD Olivier B. 

24 
ROMEO AND JULIET 1967 

FRANCO 
ZEFFIRELLI ITALY 

ITALIA
N/EST 2H.30' DVD Olivier B. 

 JULY             

1 
OUT OF AFRICA 
(second show due to 
public demand) 1986 

SIDNEY 
POLLACK USA 

ENGLIS
H 2H.40' DVD Olivier B. 

8 
THE BIG SLEEP 1946 

HOWARD 
HAWKS USA 

ENGLIS
H 1H.54' DVD Olivier B. 

15 ELIPPATHAYAM / THE 
RAT TRAP 1981 

A. 
GOPALAKR

ISHNAN INDIA 
MALAY/

EST 2H.06' NFAI 35 MM 

22 CAUSE TOUJOURS / 
OF MUTE AND MITES 2004 

JEANNE 
LABRUNE FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.30' FE 35 MM 

29 
CHRONICLES OF 
NARNIA: VOYAGE OF 
THE DAWN TREADER 2010 

MICHAEL 
APTED USA 

ENGLIS
H 1H.53' SPI  35 MM 

 AUGUST             

5 
DANCES WITH  
WOLVES (part 1 
extended version) 1990 

KEVIN 
COSTNER USA 

ENGLIS
H 2h.04' DVD Aurofilm 

12 
DANCES WITH  
WOLVES (part 2 
extended version) 1990 

KEVIN 
COSTNER USA 

ENGLIS
H 1H40' DVD Aurofilm 
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19 
MONTPARNASSE 19 / 
MODIGLIANI OF 
MONTPARNASSE 1958 

JACQUES 
BECKER FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.48' DVD Aurofilm 

26 DANS LES CORDES / 
INTO THE RING 2007 

M. 
RICHARD-
SERRANO FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.33' FE 35 MM 

DATE 
TITLE   DIRECTOR COUNTRY 

LANGU
AGE DUR. SOURCE 

2011 SEPTEMBER             

2 ONCE UPON A TIME: 
CINEMA 1992 

M. 
MAKHMALB

AF IRAN 
PARSI/

EST 1H.28' NFAI 35 MM 

9 
BHARATI - Presented 
by Meenakshi and the 
film director 2010 

SOUDHAMI
NI INDIA 

ENGLIS
H 62' Soudhamini DVD 

16 THE COLOR OF 
PARADISE 1999 

MAJID 
MAJIDI IRAN 

PARSI/
EST 1h.30' DVD Michel L 

21 BARI THEKEY PALIYE 
/ THE RUNAWAY 1959 

RITWIK 
GHATAK INDIA 

BENGA
LI/EST 2H.04' NFAI 35 MM 

23 DHOBI GHAT / 
MUMBAI DIARIES 2010 KIRAN RAO INDIA 

HINDI/E
ST 1H.28' UTV 35 MM 

30 No film - Auroville Film 
Festival               

 OCTOBER             

7 
NELSON FREIRE 2003 

J. MOREIRA 
SALLES BRAZIL 

BRAZIL
IAN/ES

T 1H.32' DVD Monica Brazil 

 
 and PAT METHENY 
GROUP "IMAGINARY 
DAY" 1998 

STEVE 
RODBY US MUSIC 20' DVD Michel L 

14 
SUBARNAREKHA / 
THE GOLDEN 
THREAD 1962 

RITWIK 
GHATAK INDIA 

BENGA
LI/EST 2h.12 NFAI 35 MM 

21 
THE TREE OF LIFE 2011 

TERRENCE 
MALLICK USA 

ENGLIS
H 2H19' DVD Aurofilm 

28 BLED NUMBER ONE / 
BACK HOME 2006 

R. AMEUR-
ZAIMECHE FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.40' FE 35 MM 

 NOVEMBER             

3 SHORT & DOCU. FILMS FESTIVAL with 2 guests 
film directors INDIA  INDEPENDANT  DIRECTORS 

 

Program in collaboration 
with Kalai Bharat Nivas, 
USID India conference 
in AV             

11 THE PURPLE ROSE 
OF CAIRO 1985 

WOODY 
ALLEN US 

ENGLIS
H 1H.18' DVD Olivier 

18 
ISHANOU 1991 

ARIBAM SYAM 
SHARMA INDIA 

MANIP
URI/ES

T 1h.35' NFAI 35 MM 

25 
no film - Aurofilm 
attending 42nd IFFI - 
Goa             

 DECEMBER             

2 
no film - Aurofilm 
attending 42nd IFFI - 
Goa             

9 
LA MEGLIO 
GIOVENTU / OUR 
BEST YEARS PART I 2003 

M. TULLIO 
GIORDANA ITALY 

ITALIA
N/EST 3h. DVD Manuela 

16 
LA MEGLIO 
GIOVENTU / OUR 
BEST YEARS   II 2003 

M. TULLIO 
GIORDANA ITALY 

ITALIA
N/EST 3h. DVD Manuela 

23 GHATTASHRADDHA / 
THE RITUAL 1977 

GIRISH 
KASARAVALLI INDIA 

KANNA
DA/EST 2H.24' NFAI 35 MM 
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30 
no film - Korean group performance 
- cancelled due to Thane cyclone           

2012 JANUARY             

6 
no film - cyclone 
aftermath             

13 ONCLE VANIA / 
UNCLE VANIA 2004 

JEAN 
BAPTISTE 
MATHIEU FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 2H. DVD FE 

20 
GALLANT HEARTS / 
DILER JIGAR 1931 G.P. PAWAR INDIA SILENT 1H.50' NFAI 35 MM 

27 
YOJIMBO 1961 

AKIRA 
KUROSAWA JAPAN 

JAPAN
ESE/ES

T 1H.50' DVD AUROFILM 

DATE 
TITLE YEAR DIRECTOR COUNTRY 

LANGU
AGE DUR. SOURCE 

2012 FEBRUARY             

3 
FARUSA 2009? 

KATARIINA 
LILLQVIST FINLAND 

ENGLIS
H 20' DVD KATERIINA 

 
L'ILLUSIONNISTE / 
THE ILLUSIONIST 2010 

SYLVAIN 
CHOMET FRANCE 

FRENC
H/EST 1H.20' DVD FE 

 

SPECIAL POLISH 
FILMS' EVENT - 4 

FILMS             

16 
1-BIG BANG 1986 

ANDRZEJ 
KONDRATIUK POLAND 

POLISH
/EST 1H.29' POLISH ARTISTS 

 
2-ONE ROOM 
TENANTS 1959 

WOJCIECH 
JERZY HAS POLAND 

POLISH
/EST 1H.32' POLISH ARTISTS 

17 3-STRUCTURE OF 
CRYSTALS 1969 

KRZYSZTOF 
ZANUSSI POLAND 

POLISH
/EST 1H.14' POLISH ARTISTS 

 
4-ROUGH 
TREATMENT 1978 

ANDRZEJ 
WAJDA POLAND 

POLISH
/EST 2H.05' POLISH ARTISTS 

24 
CASABLANCA 1942 

MICHAEL 
CURTIZ USA 

ENGLIS
H 1H.45' DVD Olivier B. 

 MARCH             

 2, 3, 4 MARCH - PANORAMA INDIAN CONTEMPORARY CINEMA 

2 
1-BABOO BAND 
BAAJA - BABOO'S 
MUSIC BAND 2010 

RAJESH 
PINJANI INDIA 

MARAT
HI/EST 2H.07' DFFI 35 MM 

 
2-MONER MANUSH - 
THE QUEST 2009 

GAUTAM 
GHOSE INDIA 

BENGA
LI/EST 2H.30' DFFI 35 MM 

4               

3 
3-MEMORIES IN 
MARCH 2010 SANJOY NAG INDIA 

BENGA
LI/EST 1H.44' DFFI 35 MM 

 

4-BALGANDHARVA - 
SINGER FROM 
HEAVEN 2011 RAVI JADHAV INDIA 

MARAT
HI/EST 2H.17' DFFI 35 MM 

 
              

4 5-SENGADAL - THE 
DEAD SEA 2010 

LEENA 
MANIMEKALAI INDIA 

TAMIL./
EST 2H. DFFI 35 MM 

 6-KARMAYOGI 2010 VK PRAKASH INDIA 
MALAY
AL/EST 2H. DFFI 35 MM 

9 
2nd ASIAN WOMEN'S 
FILM FESTIVAL 
presenting    IAWRT AND DEPT. OF MASS COMMUNICATION PONDICHERRY 

 
5 SHORT FILMS by 
women directors   with Kiki Febriyanti (Indonesia) and Shereen Soliman (Canada) 

16 
NOSTALGIA DE LA 
LUZ / NOSTALGIA 
FOR THE LIGHT 2010 

PATRICIO 
GUZMAN 

FRANC
E/SPAI

N.. 
SPANISH/E

ST 1H.30' 35 MM FE 

23 
BAARA / THE PORTER 1978 

SOULEYMANE 
CISSE MALI 

FRENCH/E
ST 1H.30' DVD FE 

30 
HA BHARAT MAAZA - 
INDIA IS MY 
COUNTRY 2011 

BHAVE, 
SUKTHANKAR INDIA 

MARATHI/E
ST 1H.40' DVD S. Bhave 
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AUROHAMSADHWANI 
 
 
Name of Scheme / Programme: 
 
VEENA, VOCAL, DANCE, & KEY BOARD 
Aurohamsadhwani Arts Centre (since 2006) 
 
Objective: 
 
The aim of our activity is to enhance the impact of classical music on the growing 
generation and adults. We strive towards harmonious coexistence as we celebrate 
“Human Unity” in Auroville. We aim to widen the learning capacity of our children 
who are studying classical music. 
 
Outcomes: 
 
The student strength has vastly increased after the parents have seen our children 
perform inside and outside of Auroville. 
The Dance classes are conducted with 20 students in 2 batches.  
The Veena classes are conducted with 27 students in 3 batches. 
The Vocal classes are conducted with 14 students in 1 batch. 
The Key board classes are conducted with 9 students in 1 batch. 
 
Eight of our veena students got an opportunity from Madurani Meenakshi temple which 
hosted a performance of 108 veena. During the Saraswathi festival all our veena 
students performed in Kothanoor village, which was created during the kings‟ period 
and where there is the only temple dedicated to the Goddess Saraswati in all of India. 
Students performed veena in the Thabavanam Ashram near Thirukovilur. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had an invitation from Rajabhadar Science and Art College, Tindivanam, and 
played veena and performed Bharathanatyam there. During the Sivarathri festival our 
students performed Bharathanatyam and Veena in the Sithananda temple, 
Puducherry. Three keyboard students had their progress evaluated by the College of 
Trinity in   England. All three of them received First Class which reveals their standard 
of learning skills. 
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Two veena students applied and did their grade one and diploma in veena. They were 
invited to perform for the national poet Bharathiyar on his birthday in the house of 
Bharathiyar. This year our students participated for dance on Tamil New Year at 
Bharat Nivas, Auroville.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outputs:  
 
This is an ongoing programme and new adult and the children are joining the veena 
class. 
The students are ready to perform individually (Solo Performance). 
They are able to identify the Ragas. It shows the learning skill is good. 
Sometimes students are playing veena in their schools to show the other children the 

qualities of this instrument. 

 
Process / Timelines: 

 
It is an on-going process to learn and become masters in their fields of interest. 
Remarks: 
 
It is a great experience for all who are attending these classes, as they are learning to 
work in group and cooperate. These classes give us the pleasure to see the children 
interact confidently with children and adults from outside Auroville. Many temples 
have invited us for the veena, vocal and dance performance and we have received 
gifts and certificates.  
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HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL MUSIC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objective / Outcome:  
 
To increase the understanding and appreciation of this Indian art form in Auroville 
which is a multi-cultural community.  To impart and communicate to non-Indian as 
well as to Indian students the rich and profound inner dimension of Indian music. 
 
Outcomes:   
 
Students are continuing to learn happily Hindustani vocal music, whether classical or 
non-classical.   
 
In March 2012 they presented raga based semi-classical songs, one Tamil song and 
songs composed by Tagore and Swami Vivekanada. 
 
Process / Timelines: 
 
The classes take place weekly 3 afternoons (of 4 hours each). There are about 10 
children and 10 adults learning Hindustani Vocal Music. The classes happen all year 
long except for one month in the summer. 
 
The tabla accompanist comes monthly 3 afternoons so that the students learn to sing 
in proper rhythm. 
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KALABHUMI ART PROJECT 
Nele 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Objective/Outcome: 
 
I started the Kalabhumi Open Art Studio project five years ago with the intention to 
give a possibility to interested students of all ages to explore art in an artist‟s studio, 
sharing my experience, all the equipment and work atmosphere which I build up over 
time. 
  
Initially I used my own art studio for the project, in the last year I was able to join a 
neighbouring studio, and I plan to build a shaded area for ceramic sculpture and a 
toilet/bathroom. 
 
Ramesh, a ceramic sculptor, living in Kalabhumi, is also interested to join the project, 
and we are in the process of fundraising for a ceramic kiln. 
There are also 4 other Auroville artists who have joined the project and come to work 
in the studios. 
 
It is moving in the direction I originally hoped for, which is a sort of Academy for the 
visual arts, (even if now very small, only a start), in which artist and students can 
work and share their experiences. 
 
Situated in the cultural zone, the studio is close to the Auroville schools and can be 
easily reached on foot or by cycle for students of Future School where my art class is 
offered as an elective subject. 
 
I am in the team of teachers who will take care of the program for the art education 
of the two oldest grades of Transition school, and I plan to take groups of about ten 
students at a time, to Kalabhumi, on two mornings a week, for specific art projects. 
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Outputs: 
 
Up to two afternoons a week are available for high school aged students; three other 
afternoons are available for adult students. 
 
My art studio is well equipped with tools and high quality art material, so all the 
various techniques can be explored. 
 
The ordered atmosphere of the studio makes it possible to create an environment of 
concentration and focus to make a more meaningful work possible. 
 
The additional space makes it possible to welcome other artists to use the space for 
their creative work, thus creating a sort of academy feeling which gives a very good 
work atmosphere for the ongoing courses. 
 
It also opens the door for artist residency projects, it is my aim to be able to welcome 
artist from outside Auroville for workshops etc. it is very important to reach out and 
exchange ideas, if we want to continuously renew our ideas and grow. 
 
Apart from the usual courses on drawing, painting techniques and composition, this 
year we have been working on street art projects, working with the airbrush and 
nature art installations. 
I use books and art movies to introduce the various styles, I concentrate on 
contemporary art. 
 
We discuss the specific ideas of expression and techniques used, and each student 
chooses a theme for practical work. 
 
The main focus is on expression. How to express an idea, emotion etc through art. 
 
Outcomes: 
 
The over-all idea of this workshop is to deepen the understanding of art; to gain 
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confidence in self expression through art; to be more aware of what is around us and 
to perceive the beauty, harmony and order in and around us. 
 
The groups are small enough to allow for individual work while at the same time also 
participate in group work. 
 
The various techniques are explained and tried out separately; a lot of importance is 
also given to possibilities of composition in the art work. 
 
This project aims to give the possibility to its participants to experience art as it is 
lived by the artist, in the studio. The various techniques are offered as means to 
express, to tell a story, to focus and reach in side. 
 
 
Process/Timelines: 
 
It is an ongoing project. 
 
 
Remarks: 
 
I am very happy that the project is now growing fast and moving in the right direction. 
We hope to be able to build the ceramic section this year, and thus create a small but 
complete centre for painting and sculpture in Kalabhumi. 
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KALABHUMI MUSIC STUDIO 

 
Kalabhumi music studio has continued to be an important space for the practice of 
music in Auroville. A focal point for both rehearsals, teaching and performing, the 
rehearsal hall is open and used all year round by bands, students and teachers to 
further both collective and individual music skills. 
 
This year has seen great change in the Kalabhumi area.  Firstly thanks to Caroline, 
Satyakam and the Auroville Performing Arts team the renovations to the large 
amphitheatre adjacent to the studio were completed.  This included a full reworking 
of the performance space, as well as the construction of a green room on top of the 
smaller studio and drum room. Secondly, in February the CRIPA performing arts 
building was opened and inaugurated.  Since then both places in conjunction to 
Kalabhumi Studio have been part of significant Auroville performances and festivals 
including a Kabir festival, a Tango Workshop and a women‟s theatre festival. 
 
On a regular basis many Aurovilian music teachers are using the space to offer classes 
to children.  This year this has expanded to include a large variety of instrumental 
classes including piano, guitar, drums, tabla, saxophone, and singing as well as classes 
in composition, music recording and music appreciation. 
 
In general Kalabhumi continues to be involved in many areas of music in Auroville.  
The studio is open 7 days a week and is used by a large number of Aurovillians and the 
music groups associated with them.  The building supports mainly amplified music, 
but is also used by other groups such as choirs and other similar bands.  Kalabhumi 
aids in projects elsewhere, through performances, organization and coordination of 
visiting artists and the setup of concerts at other venues in Auroville. 
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AUROVILLE FILM FESTIVAL EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 
PROGRAMME 

 

 
 
Objective / Outcome: 
 

1. Using the creative medium of filmmaking, can we „train‟ children to express 
their deep aspirations and reflect their spiritual environment? 

2. To explore and research the theme of human unity through the creative 
medium of filmmaking. 
 

The long-term results of continuing this project will be  
1. Training the intellect, in particular, training the faculty of discrimination of 

children in and around Auroville. 
2. Providing children with a technique to express creatively and artistically. 

 
Outputs:  
 

1. 7 months Auroville contribution for the co-ordinator of the program 
2. Maintenance of 2 cameras 
3. Payment towards the purchase of a DigiCab 
4. Enabling interaction with visiting faculty 

 
Outcomes: 
 

1. Four 2-week filmmaking workshops were organized in TLC (an Auroville 
School), Jeeva Nivas (a local orphanage, Kalapet), LEC (An Auroville learning 
centre for young women from the bio-region), and Yatra Arts Foundation (a 
local arts organization, Kuilapalayam). 

2. A one-semester elective and a year-long elective in filmmaking were taught in 
Future School. 

3. A partnership with OnePeople Productions and its International Schools 
Project.  Through filmmaking, they promote cultural exchange between 
schools and cultural dialogue with the wider public. 
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4. A special focus on approaching themes developing human unity:  This enabled 
the creation of one film by a Future School student for the human unity 
category of the AVFF ‟11.  This film demonstrated the student‟s personal 
search through the question to other members of the community:  “Who Am 
I?” 

5. 22 films made during these workshops were presented in AVFF ‟11.  These 
films display the sense of moral values, emotional values and communication 
skills of the children. 

6. Upkeep of our equipment, enabling us to carry on the workshop programme for 
another year. 

7. Safe storage of expensive equipment during the monsoon season, enabling us 
to protect our equipment. 
 

Process / Timelines: 
 
We received the funds from SAIIER in September 2011, and these are the outcomes as 
of March 2012. 
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FILM FESTIVAL IN AUROVILLE 2011-2012 
 

Goals/Objectives: 
 
The main objective is to expose the audience to different cultures and experience 
through good cinema. Cinema as a complete art form is a valuable tool to understand 
and transform our human nature and relations. The aim is to present quality cinematic 
works of film artists from India and the world, thus bringing to Auroville and sharing 
with the residents and guests, a synthesis to help open new avenues on art and 
culture. A thematic festival helps in giving the audience a better exposure to 
alternative, experimental and art cinema. In the context of an Indian panorama, the 
main interest is to discover the different arts, cultures, traditions and specificities of 
the many Indian states. Similarly, focusing on one country‟s films helps to learn about 
or go deeper into the concerned nation‟s spirit and cultural realities. 
 
Program / Activity details: 
 
A Panorama of Contemporary Indian Cinema 
This film festival was held on 2, 3 and 4 March, 2012 at the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium, 
Bharat Nivas. 
The 12-day special collection of IFFI 2011 at Goa showcased 25 feature films from all 
over India and we chose 6 feature films, highlighting great diversity. Most of the films 
selected were by debutant directors. 
1- Baboo Band Baaja, a Marathi film having a little boy as the central character, whose 
father wants him to continue with his traditional profession as a village music band 
player, and his mother and grandmother‟s wish to have him educated and thus saved, 
hopefully from the hardship of their caste and economic condition.  
2- Moner Manush, a film by the internationally acclaimed Bengali director, Gautam 
Ghose, telling the life and philosophy of love and compassion of Lalon Fakir, a 19th 
Century Bengal spiritual leader who gathered around him men and women who found 
themselves outcast in that otherwise superstitious background. The story is told 
through Lalon‟s meeting with the landlord, Jyotirindranath Tagore, Rabindranath 
Tagore‟s elder brother, who was drawn to this spiritual quest beyond religions. 
3- Memories in March, a second Bengali and very different film, set in contemporary 
and urban Kolkata, where Arati, a bereaved mother meets with the colleagues and 
closest friends of her 28 year old son who just died in a car accident. The film‟s 
extremely well told story reveals feelings and emotions that Arati was not prepared to 
encounter, and how she changes with them all in her own pain and tentative recovery. 
4- Balgandharva, also the second Marathi film of the festival is both, the story and 
homage to the renowned Marathi musical theatre artist, Narayan Rajhan, called 
“Balgandharva”, Singer of Heaven by the great Indian Independence leader, Lokmanya 
Tilak. His life as well as his voice and stage presence was an inspiration to all for this 
troubled time. The artist had chosen to fight for freedom through his art. The film 
shows remarkably the period and Marathi musical theatre tradition that was prevalent 
before the arrival of talky movies. 
5- Sengadal, is a Tamil docu-dram film recounting a few days in May 2009, with a 
journalist (the film director herself) filming and showing the hardship that Tamil 
refugees from Sri Lanka, villagers and fishermen in and around Rameshwaram and 
Dhanuskody faced days and nights with the local police and the Sri Lankan Navy. It is a 
strong film that uses both actual footage of real events and recreation of situations 
lived by the protagonists themselves and enacted by them for the film maker. 
6- Karmayogi, a film by VK Prakash, is a very apt adaptation of Shakespeare‟s Hamlet 
in Malayalam language. The story is set in a traditional Kerala clan in a feudal time. 
Rudran (Indrajit), a kalaripayattu warrior, cannot believe his father, the clan chief 
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who had become a yogi, has accidentally died bitten by a snake during a night of 
meditation. He decides to find the truth behind the sudden changes that have 
happened in the family and its entourage, even if the whole social structure and its 
most fragile human elements –like his beloved (Nitya Menon) have to collapse. 
 
The Directorate of Film Festivals (DFF), Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 
Government of India was the source of procuring these 35 mm films. This year, no 
official from the DFF could reply positively to our invitation to attend the festival, as 
they were organizing the National Award ceremonies of this year. Likewise, we had 
invited the veteran Bengali director Gautam Ghose to be our chief guest, but he finally 
could not come for the event. 
 
Surya and Mohan Das, a young film student from Pondicherry, opened the festival on 
stage followed by the latter giving a brief introduction to each of the films prior to its 
screening. Providing a short introduction help the audience to better understand and 
receive the film. A brochure containing the program of the film festival with an 
introduction to the festival, the directors‟ background, directorial note and summaries 
of the chosen films was distributed to the audience before the show, with the same aim, 
and for them to maybe remember some important names and topics. These brochures 
are then given to the SAIIER and the different parties involved. Posters of small and 
large size had been put up at all public places in Auroville prior to the festival as part of 
the publicity for the event. Tea and light snack break between the two feature length 
films was served in the auditorium‟s foyer, which served as a place for exchange and 
interaction around the festival. We also had organized that the festival would be 
recorded on camera for the purpose of making of a short film about the event. 
 
A 2 evening Polish film program  
The event was held on two evenings, Thursday and Friday 15 and 16 February at the Sri 
Aurobindo Auditorium. Janek Simon, the organizer of a multimedia art project 
gathering a group of 6 Polish artists to be in residence with Kala Kendra (Bharat Nivas, 
Auroville) for a month, had prepared a selection of 4 films made by the greatest Polish 
film makers –such as Andrzej Wajda and Krzysztof Zanussi. It was for the Auroville 
audience, the occasion to discover or re-discover reference film work from Poland 
from the 1960s to 1980s. A short presentation about the films and film directors was 
made by Monika Derenda and Janek Simon from Poland before the screenings, which 
were well attended. 
 
A 5 Short Films‟ evening by Asian Women Directors 
This event was done in collaboration with IAWRT (Delhi) and the Department of Mass 
Communication (Electronic Media) of the University of Pondicherry, as a part of their 
2nd International Women's Film Festival (from March 9 to 11, 2012). The organizers had 
worked on a selection of short films to form a one hour and half evening program for 
Auroville. The films screened were from Canada, Indonesia, Turkey, India and a co-
production from Japan, Singapore, and South Korea. Two women directors, Kiki 
Febryianti from Indonesia and Shereen Soliman from Canada, came and introduced 
their short films to the Auroville audience. The whole program was presented on stage 
by Surya and Jai Chandiram, president of the IAWRT (the International Association for 
Women in Radio and Television –Indian Chapter, Delhi) 
 
For the Panorama of Contemporary Indian Cinema, since all films were provided in 
35mm film prints, our work consisted of physically editing and unediting the films 
before and after the projection, in accordance with the logistical cycle of receiving 
and sending back the films. For the two other programs, the films being brought in 
DVD format –with all proper authorizations from producers and directors– a good LCD 
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video projector had been rented out and installed in the auditorium for the 
projections. But for all these events and before everything, the part of fixing dates for 
the events according to availability at the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium, making enquiries 
about film print availability and depending on that, booking and scheduling was to be 
worked on from our office in Kalabhumi. This is preceded by doing research and 
enquiries about the chosen films and film directors, as well as looking for write-ups 
and photographs pertaining to the chosen films. We also had contacted and invited our 
potential guests at the DFF and Mr. Gautam Ghose from Kolkata. A meeting with Ms. 
Jai Chandiram last year and again this year, along with Ms. Radhika Khanna, head of 
the Department of Mass Communication at the University of Pondicherry, had been 
organized to set up the program. Meetings with the Polish representatives Janek and 
Monika had also taken place last year and this year prior to the special events. 
 
Outputs: 
 
The Indian Panorama was a 3-day event dedicated to contemporary Indian cinema with 
the publication of a brochure on the films selected for the event. There were two film 
shows per evening and about 150 people were present at every show. We have printed 
150 brochures. Some recordings with digital cameras and editing of the material have 
been done in order to keep track of the event and its contents for the Film Institute. 
This is available on a DVD. The Polish film evening with 4 films and the 5 Short Films 
by Asian Women Directors were mini festivals that showcased quality films from Polish 
masters and contemporary short films from Asian directors. These three evenings drew 
a very varied audience. 
 
Outcome: 
 
The tea-break provided some space for the audience for communicating and 
exchanging on the screened films. From the feedback we got from a part of the 
audience, the three festivals have been rather well received. Western spectators are a 
little more used to the way stories are told in India in a film. Some subjects can be 
similar in the West (Memories in March‟s theme for instance) while others are totally 
foreign like Balgandharva. This Indian panorama was a chance for the audience hailing 
from different countries and diverse cultures to have an insight into India to 
understand both its rural and urban problems and possible solutions, and see the way 
filmmakers of this country (half of them with their film debuts) express themselves 
through this powerful and creative media. The classic Polish films were equally 
surprising for many. Poland has gone through very hard periods –we are referring to 
the 20th Century- and its people have deep suffering to express and/or transcend. 
Their artists have treasures to show from their creative mind and spirit. On another 
hand, the Asian women directors have their own situations and creative talent to put 
on screen for a short story to be told by this media that is Cinema. 
 
Process timeline: 
 
We are grateful to have been able to organize the 3 day film festival in a rather short 
time with our concentrated efforts as Goa IFFI takes place shortly before our film 
festival in Auroville. Likewise, the other film events have been brought and organized 
in a rather short period, even though contact and meetings had taken place quite 
some months before. As such, the time required for the making of this kind of event is 
subject to the availability of appropriate material for the purpose as well as the 
availability of Sri Aurobindo Auditorium at Bharat Nivas as a venue. 
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ATTENDING INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2011 
 
Goals/Objectives: 

Cinema in its completeness as an art form is a valuable tool to transform human nature 
and relations. Aurofilm aims at fostering education, research and personal progress 
through the medium of cinema. We make sure that the weekly programs and special 
events we organize in Auroville are enriching and for the benefit of all. 

In order to do research and promote meaningful and artistic cinema, we require 
contacts and an exposure to the world of films. These two aspects are the primary 
objectives of attending one of the international film festivals of India if possible every 
year. 

The intention is also to eventually share this work at the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium 
through film projections encouraging the audience to share views in an interactive 
platform. 
 
Program/Activity details: 
 
The International Film Festival of India (IFFI) is an annual event organized by the 
Directorate of Film Festivals of India, a Government of India organization (from the 
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting) that promotes the best in terms of Cinema, 
and organizes a film market for its distribution. It is an eleven-day event that is now 
permanently set up in the capital of Goa, Panaji (in partnership of the Goa 
Entertainment Society at Panaji) where the whole cinema related people gather for 
the various festival sections proposed by the organisers. This year these different 
sections included: an International Competition, Cinema of the World, a Festival 
Kaleidoscope, an Indian Panorama, European Discoveries, Spotlight on Poland, 
Documentaries, Short Films, 3D Cinema, Sketches on Screen (Animation), 
Retrospective of Luc Besson (France), Phillip Noyce (Australia), Country in Focus – USA, 
Soccer in Cinema, Russian Classics, Homage to film personalities who passed away in 
2011 –notably to the great Indian director Mani Kaul who was a reference in the New 
Indian Cinema or the Indian New Wave", making numerous quality features and 
documentary films, an Opening and a Closing Film. A Life Time Achievement Award has 
been bestowed on French filmmaker Bertrand Tavernier who was present for several 
days. Some master classes conducted by noted film directors and technicians from the 
world enriched the program while forums, discussion panels, press conferences and an 
exhibition by NFAI were well attended activities of the program.  
 
With our accreditation as Delegates, we went every day early morning to the festival 
premises, having carefully studied the program and made decisions before hand on a 
maximum of three films to be booked per day at the counters, with the possibility to 
attend one or two more, schedule permitting. In between was the time for making 
contacts and of course taking some food and a little rest somehow, in the hectic day! 
Some of the invited film personalities were attending screenings of their choice and 
we could greet them or even interact with them. 
 
As far as our research work on cinema in Aurofilm and the programming for the 
community are concerned, to go and attend one of India‟s international film festivals 
is always rewarding. In that festival for instance, we have been given the chance to 
watch several films related to the Middle-East upheavals (Iran in 2009 and the 2011 
springtime in Egypt). It was so interesting to witness the difference of their approach 
and the way they used Cinema to express themselves on these difficult subjects. On 
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another hand, through the homage to Mani Kaul, we had the opportunity to watch 
several of his films and so could understand the kind of quality and totally new cinema 
he was offering to his country. 
 
Outputs: 
 
The films we choose to watch during the festival are for reference for our work at the 
Auroville film institute, but they also include potentially suitable films for further 
screening in Auroville, whenever these films will be available for our own screenings 
here. Contacts with the DFF in Goa are important to introduce ourselves and to 
request the film prints for our own Indian Panorama in Auroville. This event will be 
held in March 2012 showcasing six most recent productions from different states of 
India (please see our Report on that activity). 
 
Outcome: 

Attending this film festival is a good opportunity for Aurofilm to keep track of what 
happens in the area of film production from India and the world as a reference. On a 
practical level, through the contacts we are able to make or maintain with the film 
personalities we meet there, Auroville eventually benefits in being exposed to quality 
Indian and world cinema in the form of screenings. These screenings will either be part 
of our weekly film shows or will find their place in a thematic film festival we will 
organize at some point. Also, through this experience, Auroville is known as a place 
where culture and art is a major component, and research and promotion of quality 
cinema is an important aspect. 

It was a privilege that we could each watch more than 30 films of diverse genres, from 
India and the world over.  

Process timeline: 
 
The festival duration is twelve days. We attended ten of them. Back in Auroville, our 
task is to follow up on this event by doing more research on the film makers and their 
films, contact the people we have met, continue to organise film screenings all along 
the year and organize at least one film festival. 
 
All this is a recurrent work that we are most happy and thankful to be able to do along 
the years. This activity furthers our participation in increasing awareness and 
imparting education about cinema and its various nuances in Auroville and the region. 
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LET IT BE ART 

 
 

Objective/Outcome:  
 
Invite Ronald Rand to Auroville and present Let It Be Art in public performance. 
Master Acting workshops will also be offered.  Ronald Rand performed “Let It Be Art” 
at the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium on Dec. 24, 2011 to an audience of 250 people. In 
addition, Ronald offered very exciting Master Acting Workshops at SAWCHU in 
December. Approximately 50 people attended the workshops and were very pleased 
with the results. 
 

Outputs: 
 
“Let It Be Art” performance and Master Acting Class Workshops. 
 
Outcomes: 
 
Audience of approximately 250 people for the performance. For the Workshops, 50 
people attended and enjoyed the exchange with Ronald. 
 
Process/Timelines: 
 
Invitation to Ronald Rand to perform “Let It Be Art” in October, 2011. Ronald visited 
Auroville for one week in December, 2011. 
 
Remarks: 
 
Very interesting workshops, and well attended! 
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INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCES & ORIENTATION WORKSHOP 
 
Carnatic Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Like all art forms in Indian culture, Carnatic Music is believed to have divine origins. It 
is a highly structured and disciplined form of music, with a scope for creativity and 
improvisation. 
 
More than 450 popular ragas in Carnatic music have been compiled in this volume. 
Each raga has been explained in detail with its svara notation, Arohana, Avarohana, 
Melakartha and Janya parentage, Raga Lakshana, and visesha sanchara. Each raga 
contains details about the compositions available in each raga with the name of the 
composer and tala.  
 
There are three different batches of age group learning Carnatic music. The main 
fundamental of Carnatic music, through that we are learning songs of Thevaram, 
Thiruppugazh and also Songs of Lord Ganesh, Shiva, Krishna etc. Many songs written in 
7th Century and our kids are full of joy to learn. It is one of the important sources of 
learning Tamil Bhakti songs & National devotional songs.  In 2011 we preformed three 
programs in Auroville.  
 
Music not only brings us joy and enjoyment but also helps to improve emotional, 
physical and mental health. It maintains, self-confidence, pleasant memories, 
concentration and spiritual health. 
 
Classical Dance & folk Dance 
 
There are many types of dance in India, from those which are deeply religious in 
content to those which are performed on more trivial happy occasions. Classical 
dances of India are usually always spiritual in content, although this is often true also 
of folk dances.  
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They have given one performance in Auroville.  
 
Music Keyboard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keyboard typically contain keys for playing the twelve notes of the Western musical 
scale with a combination of larger, longer keys and smaller, shorter keys that repeats 
at the interval of an octave. Depressing a key on the keyboard causes the instrument 
to produce sounds, either by mechanically striking or plucking a string, causing air to 
flow through a pipe. 
 
There are 13 children taking music keyboard class. 
 
Orientation workshop 
  
The whole year we went through works about Auroville, Mother and Sri Aurobindo. 
The workshop started with a group meditation and also ended with it. Every month we 
had one or two workshops of reading The Mother, The Sunlit Path & White Rose etc. 
The workshops were led by Mr. Rajagopalan and the talk was in Tamil. The women are 
shared their thoughts on understanding the ideals of Auroville.  They also raised 
questions related to Mr. Rajagopalan.  Every workshop benefitted 15 to 20 women. 
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JITRA 

From Rabindranath Tagore's Chitra 

 

 
Objective / Outcome: 
 
To honour Rabindranath Tagore‟s work that his message is timeless and still can have 
such an impact on other societies, including Thailand. The audience at the 
performance was estimated at 400 people.  An informal, lively discussion was held 
with the cast and director after the show. Moradokmai Theatre Troupe met with 
Mohanam Cultural Centre to participate in an exchange and workshop. 
 
 
Outputs: 
 
Performance of Jitra at the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium, December 20, 2011 
 
Outcomes: 
 
Attendance by more than 400 audience members for the performance. 
 
 
Process/Timelines: 
 
Inviting Moradokmai Theatre Troupe to perform “Jitra” in Auroville. The group stayed 
8 days in Auroville and performed on Dec. 20th, 2011. 
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ODISSI DANCE 

 
Goal / Objective: 
 
Auroville is a place for unending education where along with other things, people 
should have the possibility of learning all different forms of performing art. We would 
like our fellow Aurovilians to be able to experience odissi in all its subtlety and 
intensity. 
 
Program/activity details: 
 
We had weekly classes with Ms. Sangeeta Das, a well known exponent and researcher 
of Odissi in India. Ms. Sangeeta Das is a very dedicated teacher with an eye for detail 
and seeks perfection in the minutest dance gestures. She teaches her students with a 
lot of love and patience and always invites them to look within and express their 
innermost feelings through dance. She always encourages her students to reflect 
deeply on all the Indian mythological stories in the light of what Mother and Sri 
Aurobindo have taught us helping her students to develop integrally - body, mind, 
heart and soul. 
 
Outcome: 
 
Quality   – Students developed a passion for dance and learned to be dedicated, 
committed and disciplined. They learned to focus and master their will power to 
continue dancing even when it gets tough and tiring. They developed strength stamina 
and coordination. They refined their feelings and related more to the wisdom of 
Indian spirituality. 
 
Quantity  -  Seven people took part in the project. 
  
Timing frame:  
  
The time frame for this project is one year. 
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INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCING: DHRUPAD WORKSHOP 
 
Summary: We invited Uday Bhawalkar to Auroville for Indian classical dhrupad 
workshop. This continuous effort of learning from him helps us grow in our music. 
Uday Bhawalkar came with 3 accompanists – 1 pakhwaj player and 2 supportive 
singers. He covered many aspect of Indian classical singing especially Dhrupad. Details 
like warm up exercises in morning, voice modulations, paltas, and a few compositions 
in different ragas. 
 
Workshop duration: 30th July to 6th August. 
 
Hours of workshop – 6am to 8.30am and 4pm to 7pm. 
 
Venue – CIS, Bharat Nivas. 
 
Participants: Names – Aurelio, Abha, Joy, Karla, Kirti, Mona, Rakhee, Shailaja,  
 
Sunanina, Tejaswini, and Veena. 
 
Aim and Objective 
 
―The role of music lies in helping the consciousness to uplift itself toward the 
spiritual heights‖ -- The Mother. 
 
We feel that if we are enabled to invite Udayji every year we will be able to keep up 
the quality of our practice and gradually delve deeper into the realm of music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SAIIER ANNUAL REPORT 2011-2012 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Last workshop participants 
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ELUCIOLE CIRCUS SCHOOL 
 

 
Objective / Outcome: 
 
Love to learn is the more precious gift 
you can give to a child. 
 
To have a real circus school, to give the 
possibility to the youth and myself to 
develop our artistic skills, and to 
spiritually evolve. 
 
To invite professionals from all over the 
world for giving workshops, classes, with 
place and materiel at their disposal. 
 
To transmit all my knowledge to 
students towards becoming a future 
teacher. For instance  Aurevan, one of 
my best students, who started learning 
in 1999, is now teaching at Deepanam 
School. 
 
I want to start a professional company 
with Auroville youth, and perform all 
around the world. 
 
Outputs: 
 
The grant received from SAIIER has entirely been spent for the purpose for which it 
was given and we acquired some very necessary circus equipment. 
 
Outcomes: 
 
Now we have a place to develop art, concentration balance, gymnastics, acrobatics, 
acro-yoga, stills, trapeze, hula hoop …etc. 
 
All this activity develops the body and the mind. 
 
20 children from TLC (the learning community), and 20 children from Auroville, and 
25 adults will come few times per week in July when the school starts after holidays. 
 
Process/Timelines: 
 
We  started the circus building in August 2011 in Miracle community and finished it in 
February 2012. 
 
Now we need a storeroom for keeping safely all the materiel and need to organize a 
water connection for building a toilet. 
 
Remarks: Thanks to SAIIER for having supported me financially during this past 10 
years and to believe in my project. 
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DEHASAKTI SCHOOL OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Number of students enrolled:    211 children 
Number of new students enrolled:   25 children 
Nationalities represented:    15 different nationalities 
Number of student graduated:   10 children 
Number which left for other reasons:  14 children 
Number of full time staff:    4 AV-teachers 
Number of part time staff:    10 - teachers 
Aurovilians on maintenance:    10 Aurovilians  
Buildings or other new construction completed: 1 basketball court- resurfacing. 
 

 
 
Aim of the Program: 
 
Dehashakti is an overall physical education program for Auroville students from the 
age 7 up to 18 years. In this five days per week program children participate in 
gymnastics and fitness, athletics, team games and swimming. Through physical 
education children can be made to achieve higher values of self-control, respecting 
team members and developing self confidence. 
 
Along with the development of the body a greater mental strength can be achieved to 
provide a more complete education to children in Auroville. 
 
Children are divided in groups by their age and each group is named according to 
physical qualities to be developed; the oldest are Perfection (15-18 years);  Courage 
(13-15 years); Knowledge (12-14 years); Force (11-12 years); Harmony (10-11 years); 
Beauty (9-10 years);  Bliss (7-8 years); and  Joy (6-7 years). 
 
Additional Time for Sub-Junior Sports: 
 
This year we continued with the additional slot to the regular sports time. Due to 
several factors and advantages we conducted physical education classes for the sub-
juniors (grades-1 & 2) earlier in the afternoon at 2.30 pm to 3.30 pm.  
 
This has proven to be very successful and we were able to provide a much more 
concentrated class with this timing. 
 
The older students from the grades-3 onwards continued to arrive at 3.45 pm to 5.15 
pm. 
 
Every day we start our classes with a short line-up & concentration. 
 

The first condition for acquiring power is to be obedient. 
  
The body must learn to obey before it can manifest power; and physical education is the 
most thorough discipline for the body. 
 
So be eager and sincere in your efforts for physical education and you will acquire a 
powerful body. 
 
My blessings are with you.     The Mother (1st April 1968) 
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This is to bring a quiet and calm strength in the nervous being of the children who are 
often so distracted and in a mental turmoil.  

 
Overview of the Year: 
The school year is divided into four phases with emphasis on different skills and 
training. This gives children in every phase a different challenge and thus keeping the 
interest and enthusiasm alive. 
 
This year we continued the Star Awards system. Each child was awarded 1 star a week 
if he/she had fulfilled these requirements:  
- attending sports everyday  
- wearing shoes / wearing proper sports wear  
- coming on time  
- positive attitude /good sportsmanship 
 
This same system was used in the Team Aurolympics, with additional requirements of: 
- good sportsmanship  
- team work/spirit . 
 
Phase -1: (July – September) 
 
This is the beginning of the school year and the focus is more in general fitness and 
development of basic skills in team sports and gymnastics. 
 
Phase -2: Team-Aurolympics (October – December) 
 
In physical education, the main concern is not to win or lose but how far an activity or 
game provides educative experiences to the students. 
 
This phase has the emphasis on team cooperation. In the Team-Aurolympics points are 
given to the best team that is able to perform as well as maintain the best 
sportsmanship record.  
 
These are competitions carried out in Houses wherein the contribution of every 
member adds to the total points of their House. In this way all the activities, 
gymnastics, swimming, athletics, fitness, and games have an equal importance and 
every member according to their performances helps and contributes to their House. 
In this we added the regularity and discipline factor too. 
  

Question:  
Sweet Mother, we have a minute of concentration before and after group every day. 
What should we try to do during this concentration? 
 
Before, make an offering to the Divine of what you are going to do, so that it may be 
done in a spirit of concentration. 
Afterwards, ask the Divine to increase the will for progress in us, so that we may become 
instruments that are more and more capable of serving Him. 
You may also, before starting, offer yourselves to the Divine in silence. 
And at the end, give thanks to the Divine in silence. 
I mean a movement of the heart without any words in the head. 
 

       The Mother (24 July 1961) 
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Winning again was not the ultimate goal, but to work as a team, to progress in every 
event, to do the best at all times and to be committed and regular was the main 
focus. 
 

 
 
 
Phase- 3: Athletics – Aurolympics (Jan- March) 
 
Here we begin the phase with athletics training for all the individual activities and 
culminate the phase with Athletics-Aurolympics which are the competitions. All the 
children participate according to the events as per their age. 
 
This year, due to the damage caused by Cyclone Thane, we had to shorten the 
Athletics training period. Therefore we also limited the number of activities the 
children had to train for- a Pentathlon for the Juniors and Sub-Juniors, and a 
Heptathlon for the Intermediates and Seniors. The annual “Run for my Heart” 
endurance race was cancelled. 
 

 

 

Seniors: (Girls & Boys) Age 14-18 years 
Races -100m, 800m, 1500m 
Jumps - Long Jump,Triple Jump 

Throws – Cricket ball throw, Shot Put 

Intermediates: (Girls & Boys)11-13 years 
Races - 100m, 600m 
Jumps - Long Jump, Triple Jump 

Throws - Shot Put, Cricket ball throw 
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Phase- 4: Team (March-April) 
 
This is the last phase wherein children have the free-choice to follow the activity they 
would like to work upon more intensely. 
  
New Activities:  This year we introduced boxing and hockey for the older children, 
and Ultimate Frisbee for children from 3rd grade onwards. 
 
This year we continued with several sports clubs- Football, Basketball and Horse 
Friends- for which the students needed to sign up and commit to participate in till the 
end of the school year. 
 
There were several football and futsal matches held with children from Udavi School 
and from a village outreach school. Dehashakti students also participated in several 
basketball league matches held in Auroville. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juniors: 
Races - 60m, 600m 
Jumps - Long Jump 

Throws – Cricket ball throw, Overhead Heave 

Sub-Juniors: 
Races – 30 m, get up and run 20m 
Jumps – 5 bounding strides, standing triple jump 

Throws – tennis ball throw 
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Prize -Giving Day: This year we again decided to have one day to award the prizes for 
both the Team and Athletics events, as well as the Star Awards. The team Houses as 
well as individual children who had made a great effort were recognised and awarded 
special cups. All children were presented with medals, certificates and t-shirts. 
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AUROVILLE SPORTS RESOURCE CENTER 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Auroville Volley Ball Sports Development Programme, 2011 August 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

       
Background: 
 
Auroville volley ball sports group has been meeting at New Creation Sports ground 
every evening from 5:00 to 6:45 pm for the past 18 years.  Our training process 
focuses mostly on practical ways to build sports skill and knowledge to promote higher 
level sports in Auroville region.  
 
With the help of the grant allocated by Mr Jothi, the director of Auroville Sports 
Resource Centre, we were able to invite 32 teams from the different villages 
surrounding Auroville. The money was used on equipment and other expenses related 
to the tournament which took place on 28th and 29th August.  
 
Vision: 
 
Auroville volley ball development program‟s main focus is to bring awareness about 
this sport within Auroville and its surrounding villages. This activity will further 
strengthen the relationship between youth from neighboring villages and Auroville.  
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Mission: 
 
'Auroville volley ball group encourages and supports the creation of many volley ball 
teams from Auroville and its surrounding villages.  
 
Achievement   

 We are committed to the value of our physical training for Auroville Volley Ball 
Sports every after noon 5 to 6:30 pm. Through this our Auroville young adults 
will be able to develop themselves and learn many new things in the physical 
educational field. 

 

 Auroville Volley Ball Sports regular physical activities help maintain optimal 
body weight and composition.  

 

 Our sports training can influence moral development. Adults have the 
opportunity to assume leadership, cooperate with others; question actions and 
regulations and accept responsibility for their own behavior. 
 

 Our sports development program can be a major force in helping Auroville 
young socialize with others successfully and provide opportunities to learn 
positive social skills. 
 

 Our goal is that each adult who trains in our Auroville Volley Ball Sports 
Training for   Adults will become a responsible citizen of our future society, 
becoming a symbol of hard work, truthfulness and sincerity and possibly also 
becoming professional sportsmen in the India. 

 

 In the future, our sports training young boys will be expected to take part in 
national level sports competitions in India. 

           
27th and 28th August 2011 Competition Photos  
                                                    

Auroville & Alangkupam 
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Auroville & Edayanchavady 

                                   
 
 
 
 
                                         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auroville & Bommaiyarpalayam 
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Kuilapalayam & Pillaichavady 

  
 
 
 

Auroville & Bommaiyarpalayam   (Semi Final) 
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PITANGA – CULTURAL CENTRE 

 
 
Objective / Outcome: 
 
Pitanga‟s service is dedicated to the development and enhancement of physical 
education and cultural activities in the light of Mother‟s and Sri Aurobindo‟s Yoga. 
 
Activities are presented in the format of  

1. Regular Classes 
Regular classes include open classes, closed research classes, rehearsals for 
performances and teachers‟ training groups. 

2. Non-regular Activities  
Non-regular activities are given in the form of Workshops which are held either 
once or for a series of classes during a short time span. 

3. Health Care Activities 
To offer various therapeutic facilities as well as quality medical help in 
Homeopathy and Physiotherapy. 

4. Regular Cultural Activities 
To provide opportunities for awareness, education, self-expression and 
appreciation of visual and performing arts, like music, dance, theatre, 
paintings, etc. 

5. Non-regular Cultural Activities  
To broaden the awareness on what cultural activities can bring to the 
development of the being by offering evening performances, lectures and art 
exhibitions. 

 
Outputs: 
 
Regular program: Between 50 to 60 classes per week and 10 to 15 different therapies 
were offered regularly. 
30 Aurovilians are part of the team of regular teachers and therapists.  
 
Physical activities are helping to increase bodily awareness and consciousness and 
foster the receptivity of the body. They help further to keep the body fit for the inner 
and outer work and free from ailments. 
Regular physical activities focus around: Yoga Āsanas, Dance, Martial Arts and other 
health enhancing exercises. 
 
 
1. Regular Classes 

 
Program of regular weekly classes 
 
a. Āsanas & Exercises 
Āsanas in the style of B.K.S. Iyengar are taught regularly in 3 different languages: 
English classes: Introduction classes, for beginners, intermediate, advanced and mixed 
levels;  Therapeutic Āsanas;  Restorative Āsanas for adults aged 60 yrs+;  Āsanas for 
women;  Yoga for pregnant women;  Āsanas for children;  Āsanas for teenagers;  
Sivananda Yoga Āsanas;  Teachers‟ training course;  Pranayama 
 
French classes: Yoga Āsanas for beginners, intermediate levels 
 
Italian class: Yoga Āsanas for beginners 
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Other Yoga Classes: 
Pranayama (Art of Living Technique); Yoga Therapy; “Discovery of the energy body” – 
Games for children;  Gyrokinesis (Dynamic Yoga). 
 
b. Dance 
Odissi Dance for children, teenagers and adults (beginners, advanced); 
 
c. Martial Arts 
Aikido – level: beginners, advanced, children. 
Judo – level: beginners, advanced 
 
 
2. Workshops 
Workshops aim at teaching the students in a short but intensive period of time an 
exercise or technique, allowing him/her to progress much faster than by a classroom 
rhythm. It also allows a much deeper research on mastering of a technique. Pitanga 
offered 16 workshops this year. The program consisted of: 
 

Course description Teacher‟s origin Duration 

Yoga Āsanas introductory 
course 

guest teacher from Japan 5 days 

Pranayama Course “Art of 
Living” Part 1  

Aurovilians 4 days 

Angola, Regional & 
Contemporânea Capoeira 

Aurovilians 3 days 

Theatre : “From Monkey 
motion to Monk Emotion” 

guest teacher from Germany 10 days 

Tarot course beginners I Aurovilian 2 days 

Anusara introductory Yoga 
Workshop 

guest teacher from Thailand 1 day 

Iyengar Yoga Workshop guest teacher from USA 2 days 

Family Constellation guest teacher from Germany 2 days 

Tarot course beginners II Aurovilian 2 days 

Aikido Intensive Course guest teacher from France 12 days 

Yoga Asana Course in Russian guest teacher from Russia 3 weeks 

Tarot course beginners III Aurovilian 2 days 

Feldenkrais  guest teacher from Germany 5 weeks 

Yoga Workshop for Yoga 
Teachers 

Aurovilian 3 days 

2 courses: Awareness of the 
Body 

Aurovilian 
each 1 
day 

First Aid Course Aurovilian 2 days 
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3. Health Care Activities 
A minimum of 10 health and healing practices are offered on a regular basis. 
Moreover, Aurovilians and guest therapists contribute with their skills to a very 
versatile program, each according to their capacities for a limited time during the 
year: 
 
Acupuncture,  Awakening the intelligence of the body,  Breema,  Chiropractics,  
Counselling,  Energy Healings,  Facial Massage Therapy,  Healing & Harmonizing of the 
bodies,  Holistic Astrology,  Holoenergetic Healing,  Inner Body Exploration,  Massages,  
Physiotherapy,  Psychotherapeutic Individual sessions,  Psychotherapy with Tarot,  
Reconnective Healings,  Reflexology,  Reiki,  Samalin Therapy,  Shiatsu,  Swedish 
Massage,  Thai Yoga Massage,  Therapeutic sessions. 
 
 
4. Regular Cultural Education was provided to children and adults in the following 
programs: Japanese Art Calligraphy; Art of Japanese Tea Culture; different choir 
rehearsals; piano and other musical rehearsals; dance rehearsals; theatre rehearsals. 
 
 
5. The following Non-regular Cultural Activities were offered: 
18 evening performances & lectures:  
 

o Concert by guest artists from France and Puducherry: Jacky Mouvillat on 
Chapman Stick, Anaka on vocals, Manosh on Tabla 

o Classical Indian Music concert in Dhrupad style by Uday Bhawalkar 
o Concert by Aurovilian Jazz Trio: Matt, Mishko and Suresh on piano, bass and 

drums presenting Jazz Standards and original compositions. 
o Poetry Reading organised by Le Pavillon de France: “Le Club des Poetes” 

presenting “Les Surréalistes”; recited by Croquette 
o Piano Recital by guest artist Nicole Martin from New Caledonia presenting 

Classical Music compositions. 
o Instrumental Classical Music “Jugal Bandi” offered by guest artists from 

Puducherry: Pandit Debiprasad Ghosh on sarod,  Shri Shilpi Basab Sen on sitar,  
Shri Biplab Burman (Calcutta) on tabla 

o Performance by Suryan presenting songs of Folk and Blues music, accompanied 
by himself on guitar.  

o Story Telling Evening offered by Martine Quentric from France on “Christmas 
Tales”, presented in English for all ages. 

o Piano Recital offered by guest artist Marc Vella, famous composer and 
instrumentalist from France. At this concert most probably more than 300 
Aurovilians participated – the best visited concert at Pitanga since years! 

o Violin and Piano Recital offered by guest artists Yoana Strateva and Ivelina 
Ivancheva from Bulgaria; organised in collaboration with the Bulgarian Pavilion 
Group. Presented were devotional songs by Beinsa Duno (Bulgarian Spiritual 
Master) and Classical Music for violin and piano by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, 
Franz Schubert and Petar Christoskov. 

o Classical Guitar and Violin Recital offered by guest artist Martin Pirktl from 
Switzerland and Ladislav Brozman from Puducherry. Presented were 
compositions from the Italian Renaissance, from Sylvius Weiss,  Atanas 
Ourkouzounov,  Isaac Albeniz,  Enrique Granados,  Astor Piazzolla. 

o Concert by guest artists from France and Puducherry: Jacky Mouvillat on 
Chapman Stick, Anaka on vocals, Manosh on Tabla and Matthew (Auroville) on 
Saxophone 
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o Piano Recital offered by Hartmut von Lieres (Germany) presenting 
Impressionistic Jazz. 

o Presentation on Auroville organised by Le Pavillon de France for French guests. 
o Poetry Reading organised by Le Pavillon de France: “Le Club des Poetes” 

presenting “Le Classicisme au XVIIe siècle Fables, Théâtre et Texte”; recited 
by Croquette. 

o Indian Classical Music Concert offered by guest artists Nikhil Pathwarden from 
Bangalore on sitar and Rahsmi Bhatt from Puducherry on tabla 

o Youth Academy Concert: A piano recital presentation by children of Auroville 
under the guidance of Shakti. 

o Concert of Classical Music offered by Ludmila – soprano and Pushkar – piano. 
Presented were compositions of Haendel, Mozart, Liszt, Rachmaninoff, 
Tchaikovsky and Rimsky-Korsakov. 

 
Exhibitions: 
9 exhibitions by Aurovilian artists were shown using techniques and media of: oil and 
acrylic paintings, mixed media, print technique, ceramic and photographic 
techniques. 
 

o Miranda Rumina from Slovenia – “People from Auroville”;  photography 
o Claire – “Terres Intérieres et Extérieures”; Paintings 
o Teodoro – “No Hay Dos Sin Tres – Things always come in threes”;  oil paintings 

on canvas 
o White Peacock Ceramic Studio and Udavi School Clay Class – “Clay Masala”;  An 

Exhibition of students‟ masterpieces in clay work. 
o Osiva – Paintings of Indian landscape sceneries in acryl 
o Anna Maria – “Remembering Anna Maria”;  exhibition of her paintings 
o Birgitta – “Botanical Prints from Auroville”;  flower prints 
o Paulette – “Sadhaks of Integral Yoga – Sri Aurobindo Ashram in 1983”;  

photography 
o Priya Sundaravalli – “Ceramic”, ceramic art work presentation 

 
 
Outcomes 
1. Regular Classes in Physical and Cultural Education 
While most of the activities offered are of a regular nature, the actual diversity and 
amount of classes varies over the year due to seasonal offers and availability of 
teachers. At peak times, 60 classes per week were offered. 
 
a) Physical Education 
Classes in physical education are representing 2/3 of the entire class volume. Around 
40 – 45 weekly classes are attended by 10-20 participants each, according to the 
capacity of the room available. 
 
b) Cultural Education 
Regular cultural education activities are altogether 18 classes per week: 13 music 
classes; 3 theatre classes, 2 art classes, various regular dance rehearsals for children 
and adults. Classes are either based on individual or large group teachings, like the 
different choirs practices. 
 
2. Workshops 
The program consisted this year of 17 workshops attended by 10 – 35 participants 
each. 
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3. Health Care Activities 
Throughout the year, some 10-15 different therapeutic facilities on part-time basis 
were offered on a weekly regular basis plus a Homeopathic Dispensary Service. About 
50-80 appointments per week are given out to residents plus some 30-60 patients 
received by the dispensary. 
 
4. Non-regular Cultural Activities: 
18 evening performances and lectures, as well as 9 exhibitions were presented. 
 
 
Process Time-Line 
2011-12 
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AIKIDO DOJO WORKSHOP 
 
 

 
 

 
Objective / Outcome: 
 
The project is the facilitation of the visit and workshop given by a high grade Aikido 
teacher in Auroville, in order to improve the practice of all Aikido teachers and 
students in Auroville. In 2012 however the emphasis has been on the training of young 
children. 
 
Outputs:  
 
The budget has been used entirely for the purpose for which it was given.  
 
Outcomes: 
 
This workshop had a special focus on the teaching of young children. The Master (J.P. 
Pigeau, 6th Dan Aikido, is one of the 26 National Trainers in France) has spent 30 years 
of his life training children and adults. The present Auroville Aïkikai Chief Instructor, 
Cristo, received from him special training in teaching children for 21/2 months in 
Paris in 2004 thanks to a PCG grant. For the first time ever some kids as young as 8 
year old joined the 6 am adults‟ class on top of their own schedule. The workshop was 
a great success at this level. The Master came with 3 of his students and imparted 
training to 4 instructors (Cristo, Surya, Murugan & Luisa), 15 adults, and over 40 kids 
from 7 to 15 years of age. Also it was noticed that 2 of the older teenagers have 
progressed so well that the Master accepted to support their effort at reaching the 
black belt level by inviting them to train at his dojo in France next year. 
 
Process / Timelines: 
 
The workshop lasted 12 days nonstop including Sundays.  
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Remarks: 
 
The purpose of these workshops is to help the students facing new level of training by 
exposing them to new ways of training and trainers. With time the level of difficulties 
in the learning of techniques and behaviour increases. It will soon be necessary for 
Auroville Aïkikai to open its door to more such events as the level of the students is 
reaching a climax. In a couple of years we hope to present to SAIIER the first 
homemade Aikido Instructors from among our own children. 
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POWER & CONTROL OF BODY & MIND 
THROUGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
 
We have been given a body not to reject it but to make it into something better. 
And that is precisely one of the goals of Auroville. The human body must be 
improved, perfected, and it must become a super human body capable of 
expressing a higher being than man. And this certainly cannot happen if we 
neglect it. It is only by an enlightened physical culture and by using physical 
activities - the activity of the body - not for little personal needs and 
satisfactions, but for making the body more capable of expressing a higher 
beauty and consciousness. And for that, physical education has an important 
place… 
The Mother June 2, 1970 
 
The Goal: 
 
Dehashakti Physical Education program explores various ways of equipping children to 
discover themselves as well as overcome their weaknesses and fears.  
 
By providing various activities to the children during the week and by encouraging 
students to take part in the Clubs - which are specific sports that children would like 
to learn/participate more intensively. Students participate in the Clubs following at 
the same time the regular weekly activities too. It is not by excluding anything but by 
including all that we make them realise that greater perfection is possible. 
 
Physical Education for students in Auroville is an effort in empowering children with 
greater faculties that help them in becoming better & completer human beings by: 
  
1. Helping them in the development of social conduct, group loyalty, feeling of self-
worth and realising the essence of sportsmanship. 
2. Experiencing winning or losing and also the joy of leading and cooperating. 
3. Providing the opportunity to learn strategies, rules, and other insights that are 
discovered through participation at the various levels of competitions. 
 
Program/Activity details: 
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Throughout the year individual and team competitions were organised: 
 
A. Leagues and inter-school meets and matches were scheduled to provide 
opportunities for students to apply the skills they have learned and to be used as a 
method of assessing themselves against others. 
 
B. Aurolympics - students are divided into teams depending on age range; teams are 
then placed together to form Houses. The Houses then compete in a variety of 
activities and points are earned through various merits, such as victories in 
competition, sportsmanship, team work, and much more. 
 
Aurolympics  are divided into two sections and take place twice a year: 
 
Nov./December: individual skill sports – track and field 
March/April: team sports – basketball, football, volleyball, softball, hockey, 
gymnastics, etc. 
 
C. Run for my Heart - Individual and Team competition. Parent participation is 
welcomed. 
1km ‐ Joy and Bliss (1st & 2nd grades) 
 3 km— for Harmony, Force & Knowledge 
5km—Perfection (14years and above) 
 
 
D. Club Sports were recently introduced to the program. We have six clubs so far: 

1. Basketball has 3 teams – senior-boys, junior-boys & girls 
2. Football -1 team  of junior-boys 
3. Volleyball – 1 boys & 1 girls 
4. Table Tennis for juniors boys & girls 
5. Horse-Riding for junior boys & girls 
6. Gymnastics / Body Building – for junior-boys & girls 

 
All of these are optional, that is by free choices children sign up for any of the above 
activities. But to be part of the clubs there are some basic commitments & discipline 
to be observed. This adds to the child's determination and mental toughness. 
 
These are activities also carried during the weekends and during holidays too. 
 
Some of these are mixed gender & age which also brings a very strong sense of 
togetherness and understanding between children. 
 
Inputs & Funds: 
 
Physical Education is most challenging as they are outdoor activities and a lot of 
ground management is required to achieve certain goals. Preparing and keeping the 
playing areas in perfect condition is one of the most difficult aspects and needs a 
strong and capable team of people. 
 
Man power & team work – need to be supported by adequate funds to build a team of 
staff for this purpose. At present we are very short in man power due to lack of funds 
to have more staff for a better management of the grounds. 
 
We have over 10 acres of playing areas at Dehashakti Sports Complex at Dana and this 
needs minimum of 10 workers – 1 acre per worker – this is a good ratio. Unfortunately 
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we just manage with half of this, that is, we are a team of only 5 workers (3 local 
labourers & 2 Aurovilians). This is really being understaffed for the amount of 
activities we provide the students with. 
 
Fortunately funds for research like these from GOI -SAIIER are very supportive for 
continuing our program. We have been mainly receiving only these funds since the 
past 5 years to keep us successfully running. 
 
Outputs: 
 
It is now a known fact amongst the coaching and scientific communities that even if 
you want to develop only one aspect, you cannot ignore the whole; the body is like an 
orchestra, each part integrating and working in unison with the other parts. 
 
Keeping this as our aim at Dehashakti we provide a large variety of activities differing 
by age-groups and we keep improving and researching on this development of the 
whole: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 to 11 years of age 
As most sports were designed by adults for adults at their peak of physical activity, so 
they are not suitable for children! They have neither the physical nor the intellectual 
maturity to behave as adults. We have over the years therefore developed simple and 
easy games to give children this experience   of sport-activities. During this period of 
development children are made to experience modified versions of adult games and 
activities designed to develop specific skills. Youngsters should be offered as wide 
range of physical and sporting experience as possible. 
 
11 to 14 years of age 
During this period, youngsters should be exposed to activities that have not been 
modified. By experiencing the full game situation in a wide range of activities, they 
will be able to appreciate the varied demands and benefits. The children will be able 
to identify which activities they are best suited to in physical, mental and personal 
enjoyment terms. 
 
14 to 16 years of age 
At this stage youngster should be able to specialize in a particular sport if they wish. 
If offered a wide range of sporting experience, most children will be able to find at 
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least one activity that they are good at and which, with effort, they could develop 
further. 
 
Mother and Sri Aurobindo have emphasised on an integral development. Our aim 
should be to develop our physical capacities and attributes to their PERFECTION, by a 
conscious programme. The notion of perfection implies a harmonious and complete 
development. Just as we train the MIND through studies of various subjects (e.g. 
English, Mathematics, History, Geography, Science etc.), so also the body needs 
development and training in a diverseprogramme that covers ALL our different parts 
of the physical being. The aim in Auroville should therefore be the development of a 
comprehensive programme for physical education, providing activities which 
incorporate and develop movement, mobility, control, health, fitness, strength, 
stamina, challenge, and body skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Progress Timelines: 
 
Our program was divided over the year to provide a balanced and progressive 
challenge to the children. 
 

1. The year started 5th July 2011 – after 2 months of holidays it takes a great 
effort to get the children to work out and get into a regular discipline of the 
body. This takes over 2-3 months. 

2. Team Aurolympics – that is competitions in team games from Nov.29th upto 
Dec.10. Here children were encouraged to focus on building team-spirit & 
sportsmanship qualities. These are commitments that are taken very seriously 
by most. 

3. Individual training for athletics & fitness from January to March 2012. 
4. Athletics & Gymnastics/Fitness - Aurolympics from 7th to 18th March. 
5. Club Camps for specialized activities in March & April. Though throughout the 

year these Club-sports continue outside the regular sports timings to 
encourage specially the older students to specialize in activities of their 
choices – it is intensified during this period. 

 
Dehashakti program continues to improve each year to make sports more complete 
and beneficial to all the students from the age 7 to 18 years.  


