
Auroville Library (2016-17)

The Auroville Library, located on the crown road near the Solar Kitchen, has been in operation 
since the mid-eighties. It makes ten thousands of books available for lending to Aurovilians and 
Auroville's children, its guests and its workers.

Aim and approach

Our aim is to provide free access to all kinds of information, printed and digital, and to do so in a 
personal, friendly, trustful way. For clarifying users' questions we seek direct conversation rather 
than referring to signboards. This creates a more welcoming atmosphere and physically leaves room 
for regular exhibitions of Aurovilian art.

As we believe that money or social status should not become obstacles to using the Library, 
registration and lending are free of charge. Guests make a refundable deposit in order that the 
Library can purchase replacements when items have not been returned. And though we don't 
charge residents for losing or damaging volumes, some users voluntarily replace items they have 
lost, at their own expense.

Such displays of responsible behaviour provide us with the confidence that we can invest some 
trust in people and still have a successful service running. There are no guards near the children's 
room, no magnetic detectors, no bags control. We don't ask for verification of addresses. Cataloging 
and registering of lending activities are merely instruments of making and keeping books freely 
accessible for everyone. This creates a much more relaxed feeling than exists in similar institutions 
elsewhere.

Collection

The Auroville Library is a hub for information retrieval and recreation and corresponds to the so-
called public libraries which provide access to books for a general public; these exist in most cities 
and many villages in the world. However, unlike most of them we do not focus on easy reading and 
popular books alone. The collection, apart from approx. 200 volumes per year purchased with the 
SAIIER budget, has been built up almost entirely through many generous book donations, big and 
small, within the last three decades. It continues to grow by 3000 volumes a year – so it mirrors the 
actual tastes and interests of Aurovilians and guests, including those who enjoyed a higher 
education.

The collection encompasses volumes from eight languages, fiction and non-fiction, from all fields
of knowledge and for all age groups. The library also maintains a small number of subscriptions to 
weekly and monthly journals, Indian and international, which are laid out for reading.

Recently, we introduced a collection of high quality movies, mainly art and educative feature 
films from all over the world. These films – several hundred already – are all presented in high 
definition transfer (HD), a much better quality than the usual DVD we all know, and which allow 
people to experience the picture in a format close to the original silver print. The collection has been
created for educative purpose for all those who love cinema in its art form. It features famous classic
filmmakers such as Akira Kurosawa, John Ford, Satyajit Ray, and Jean Renoir, but also contemporary 
directors like Francis Ford Coppola, Werner Herzog, Majid Majidi, Pedro Almodóvar and many 
others. It also includes a series of extremely interesting documentaries on various subjects (both in 
HD and DivX).



We have also developed a collection of e-books which is already quite massive (more than 
30,000 titles). This collection needs to be organized and developed further, but it will take some time
due to lack of human resources to do the job.

We have also enjoyed gathering and bringing together whatever is available from The Mother 
and Sri Aurobindo’s works in soft copy format, with in addition all the works available from Satprem 
and Kireet Joshi. This collection includes video, audio and photo files plus some research work of 
high value on Auroville and the Matrimandir history done by Gilles Guigan. This collection is an 
enormouos source of knowledge and a reference for researchers.

Space and functioning

Materials for juveniles are displayed in a separate room where playful noise and commotion do 
not disturb those who seek the quietness of a library for relaxed browsing, reading, or research. 
Adults have volunteered to introduce books to groups of children and have given lectures and public 
readings there.

Quiet corners in the main building, with and without tables, accommodate for those studying 
the material in-house. 

A special library software for cataloguing, lending, and research activities, designed especially for
our needs, has been programmed by an Aurovilian who is also continuing to improve its 
functionalities. A trained librarian is feeding the catalogue – accessible to staff, and through our 
website – and also provides help to other libraries in Auroville, such as Transition School, Centre for 
Indian Culture, and Aikiyam School, with installing and using the program and solving problems.

A building extension is under construction and will be completed within a few months. This 
extension was urgently needed to house more shelves, as we were running out of space to enlarge 
the books collections. 

Running the library is not without challenges: a permanent intrusion of dust, especially during 
the dry seasons, as well as wildlife looking for housing requires us to conduct expansive cleaning 
activities. Humid air and sometimes incoming rainwater damages the books, causing them to mold 
or get out of shape. Our team works through the year to maintain the collection and keep the 
Library a serene and welcoming place.

Collection: Almost 40,000 printed volumes, 600 films, around 30,000 e-books

Users: The Library meets the needs of some 500 regular and 250 irregular book borrowers within 
Auroville, plus a significant number of guests and some Auroville workers. On average, at 
present around 1,900 books are loaned each month.

Website: http://library.auroville.org.in

Opening times: Monday through Saturday morning from 9 to 12:30, and afternoons from 2:00 to 
4:30 pm.
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