
Kuilappalayam Cultural Centre (2016-17)

Introduction

Our programme at Kuilappalayam Cultural Centre (KCC) makes an effort to develop the four 
aspects of our being which Sri Aurobindo describes for the integral yoga: physical, vital, mental and 
spiritual.

            Activities of our
                     KCC

Physical  Vital   Mental Spiritual

Games and Silambam and
          arts programmes    Bharatha Naattiyam     Tuition    Meditation

We wish to concentrate on and follow Sri Aurobindo’s path of integral education. On weekdays 
Monday through Friday, our tuition programme takes place at our Centre from 5pm to 8pm. On 
weekends we have Silambam classes (Sundays from 10am to 12pm) and Bharatha Naattiyam classes
(Saturdays and Sundays at various hours). Our main goal is to provide valid programmes to help 
children with their homework from their schools, involve them with weekend activities and then 
help them relax through meditation.

Description of project

The activities of our programme are in two categories: 
1. Educational support: KCC benefits children through offering Tuition after school from 5pm 

to 8pm every Monday through Friday. Every day we have been receiving 20-30 children 
from Kuilappalayam and from nearby villages (Lakshmipuram and Bharathi Nagar). Our 
teachers assist them in their tuition activities, support them to clear their doubts, help them
read, and help them to improve their study skills and writing skills.

2. Extracurricular activities: KCC offers extracurricular activities including Bharatha Naattiyam 
classes, Silambam (traditional martial art) classes, indoor and outdoor games, meditation, 
art activities, eating together, etc. All of these were regular activities which took place at 
various hours on Saturdays and Sundays. Altogether 40 regular students and some irregular 
students have been participating in the weekend activities, and they shared that they would
be delighted to continue in the future too.

Apart from these activities, we conduct events for the children during their special holidays. On 
Children’s Day (November 14th, 2016), we had a ‘Games Day’ for the students, and Hari of SAIIER 



Transport Service was invited and honored to distribute some rewards for the participants. On 
Ganesh Chaturthi, we made a big event for performing Bharatha Naattiyam and Silambam for the 
villagers. Later in the year we had a small cultural event night to share with the villagers about our 
KCC. And we welcomed Suryagandhi to the Centre to come and conduct her awareness programme 
on “Child Protection”.

Outcomes

Since 2014, the constant and continuous support of SAIIER has been helping sustain the 
activities of our programme. Our activities are very welcome by our communities, friends and 
people in the villages. Children, students, youths and women's groups wish to spend their time 
meaningfully in our KCC.

Up till January 2017, we were running all our regular activities in a Panchayat (government 
municipality) building which belonged to the village women's group. Recently we were gifted with 
the inauguration of our own new shelter, close to Auroville Bakery. Gen. Ashoke Chatterjee of 
SAIIER came directly to our place and honoured us with his presence. Members of the Working 
Committee, Auroville Council and FAMC also came and showed their meaningful support. We wish 
to share our heartfelt gratitude to SAIIER and its members who have been showing their kind 
support since 2014 for our constant growth.

With our new space, in March 2017 we started our daytime programmes such as “Goodbye 
Plastic Bags” and herbal plantations, taking place on weekdays in the mornings and afternoons. We 
will write more about their outcomes in next year's report, since these activities have started only 
recently.

Reflections

Since our programmes are very much welcomed and appreciated by our communities and the 
villages, we wish to extend and provide our entire programme on a sustainable basis every year 
continuously. We strongly feel that this continuity is the most meaningful thing about this project, 
especially now that we have our own shelter. The students, youths, women and others involved are 
indeed feeling pleased to have their own space very close to their village, which they are able to 
reach sooner and return back from safely.

The students were very much interested in KCC's developments this year and wished to be 
involved in the project. Starting in June 2017 we will start collecting minimum charges from the 
students on a term basis every 3 months, so that we will be able to cover our needed running costs 
and material costs. This is necessary as long as we do not have regular and continuous funding for 
our programme. We are also looking for talented employees in various fields who have 
maintenance allowances and are willing to offer and share their knowledge and skills in our 
neighbourhoods.
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