
Integration of Auroville conservation work with CBSE and Tamil Nadu Board syllabi
through documentation, ‘learning in action’ modules and teacher training (2016-17)

A research project by Deoyani

Introduction

This project aimed to systematically connect the standard CBSE and Tamil Nadu Board syllabi 
with real-life case studies on natural resource conservation work in Auroville. The objectives are for 
students to better understand the concepts in the syllabi, learn more about Auroville’s work in the 
bioregion, and have more interaction with the conservation projects.

Description of project

Soon after I began my work last year, I realized that the methodology I had proposed 
(identifying case studies in Auroville and connecting them with the textbook) will not be sufficient to
meet the objectives I had defined. This was because the deficiency in textbooks was not just a lack 
of locally-relevant information, but a more fundamental work was necessary to improve their 
relevance and effectiveness. So I focused my attention on creating a framework that would bring 
more cohesion to the material I was developing and hopefully also help students develop more 
structure and clarity in their thinking process. In this way, the focus shifted from case studies in 
Auroville to the skills of learning how to learn and use the knowledge.

I feel the biggest outcome of my work this year was the development of this framework, which 
has four different threads:

1. The typical mismatches between normal schooling and brain function;
2. A questions framework for developing a conservation mindset;
3. A seven prongs approach to ‘learning in action’ modules; and
4. An approach to conservation that is more in line with Auroville’s philosophy.

The first thread was adapted from the book What Did You Ask at School Today?: A Handbook of 
Child Learning by Dr. Kamala Mukunda, and I developed the other three threads based on my own 
experience in learning and teaching.

While developing this framework, I was also teaching about conservation once a week to 10 th 
standard students at Udavi School. This allowed me to try out many ideas, and those which worked 
well were then included in the framework. For example, I emphasized inviting students to think 
about the principles behind practices, and to find ways of adapting the principles to their own 
requirements. We did a simple experiment of making a wick irrigation planter using old soda 
bottles, to explain the principles behind efficient irrigation. The students made these planters and 
kept them in their classroom ‒ but more satisfying for me was that they made them at home as 
well, tried out different variations and shared the photos with me on WhatsApp. Similar exercises 
are now a part of all the modules.

Another example was asking students to make PowerPoint presentations on what they 
understood, presenting these in the classroom. I found that for students to do this individually was 
very time-consuming and not very effective. So now the method suggested in the modules is for 
students to go through the material in groups of 3-4 and make presentations as a group.

After developing the framework, the next step was to apply it in creating ‘learning in action’ 
modules that complement the syllabi. I completed a basic outline of 18 modules for 7 th-10th 
standards, as well as detailed notes for 7th standard Science and Geography subjects. The notes 
include relevant case studies in Auroville, possible experiments and activities, mapping exercises, 



questions to consider, and suggestions of additional materials such as videos or articles. (See two  
examples in the Annexure.)

Now the next step will be to expand these notes in such a way that anyone (even people 
outside Auroville) can pick them up and use them without prior background in the given subject. I 
also want to add more explanations and documentation for teachers outside Auroville, so that the 
case studies can be used for teaching elsewhere as well.

Reflections

The ‘learning in action’ modules were developed for the Auroville Outreach schools. While the 
CBSE syllabus is used as a basis, I believe the modules as well as the framework can be used by any 
school in Auroville or elsewhere.

I was impressed by the presentation of “Garbology Lite” made a few days ago (by WasteLess, 
Auroville) and I believe something similar would be an excellent way to widely share the materials. 
So now each of the modules will be developed as a compilation of activities, each with a specific 
learning objective, that teachers can pick and choose according to their time availability and 
preferences.

The most meaningful part of this project for me was developing the theoretical framework 
behind the modules. It made me think a lot more deeply on what exactly I wanted students to get 
out of this material, and I explored different ways to achieve that. I underestimated the amount of 
work (thought, research and experimentation) required, but I believe that it was a worthwhile 
effort.

Going through the textbooks for all four grade levels was helpful in developing the framework, 
and being the only person working on it ensured cohesion in the material. For next year I have 
decided to focus on finalizing the materials for 7th standard only.

I believe that in addition to developing these materials and sharing them with outside world, it 
would also be worthwhile to explore the possibility of inviting teachers to Auroville for teacher 
training. The teachers could visit the case studies, and personal interactions with Aurovilians as well 
as going through the materials with other teachers could be of considerable help. This could be one 
way that Auroville can contribute to improving the education outside.

Conclusion

I found this work immensely rewarding both intellectually and emotionally, and I am looking 
forward to developing this work further. Since the ‘learning in action’ modules address the 
objectives stated by the National Science Foundation, I believe this could be a real contribution to 
school education in India.
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