
Future School (2016-17)

Overview

Future School seeks to provide an environment in which Auroville youth and those dedicated to 
their education may reach their own unique potential through a balanced development of body, 
mind, emotion and spirit. Inspired by Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, the school aspires to create a 
platform for self-discovery. Students are encouraged to follow a value-oriented approach to life in 
which they have an opportunity to create a deeper understanding of their responsibility to self, 
community and the world.

The school reflects the international character of Auroville, bringing together students and 
teachers from many different nationalities, cultures and ethnic backgrounds in a spirit of openness 
and harmony. The diversity of the school community creates a very special opportunity to be 
immersed in a rich and positive sharing of experiences.

While offering the opportunity for a variety of choices, the school seeks to balance 
independence and freedom on one hand, with respect and responsibility on the other. Students are 
supported in an interactive and open communication environment. At the same time they are 
encouraged to be aware of their choices and to forge their own path for their growth and progress.

We hope that this environment and the educational program will help the students to become 
self-aware, self-motivated and self-controlled.

Program, methods and evaluation

Future School offers a high school equivalent education to primarily Aurovilian students. This 
year there were 64 adolescents/young adults from 15 nationalities enrolled in the school. 

We offer a wide range of subjects to our students: languages (English, Tamil, French, German, 
Italian, Spanish and Russian), mathematics, pure sciences (Physics, Chemistry, Biology), social 
sciences (History, Geography, Economics, Psychology), and extracurricular subjects (Robotics, 
Photography, Film, Art). Where suited, we also offer the possibility of practical training with 
Auroville units, making use of the diverse possibilities offered by Auroville at large.

We feel that the combination of required areas of study and choice of subjects gives students 
the chance to both get in touch with new areas of knowledge and well as explore their own interests
and needs. Through our mentoring program we assist the students in making good individual choices
that help them to explore, discover, progress and grow.

The school incorporates many different teaching/learning methods and environments including 
projects, tutorials, independent research, traditional lectures, online classrooms, small and large 
groups, one-on-one instruction, peer teaching, work experience and self-study. In this way we hope 
to meet the needs of each individual.

Reflective assessments are shared during mentor meetings and other conferences. We also use 
school seminars to engage the students and teachers in reflective assessment.

Skill-based assessments include the following:

• Internal tests, assignments, and journals of activities and progress
• Project work with presentations (internal and/or public)
• Written progress reports
• External examinations (UK IGCSEs and A-levels) if requested by the students



All-school activities

• Democratic classrooms: This year the students initiated a discussion on being able to be 
more involved in the functioning of the school in a more democratic way. Through student 
seminars they arrived at strategies that would allow them to participate in their own 
educational experiences in broader, more participatory ways.

• Restructuring school timings: We explored the restructuring of the school timetable in order
to consolidate the study hours in the morning, leaving time in the afternoons for self study 
and for other activities such as art or language exploration.

This proposal was presented to the students and staff who voted on a trial period of a 
few weeks. We offered another vote at the end of the trial period, and then there was an 
even higher response to opt for the change.

• Seminars: In keeping with the desire to involve themselves in the functioning of the school, 
the students took over the organization of the seminars that have long been a feature of the
school activities. The seminar topics were chosen by the students and invitations to speakers
issued by them.

• Continuing the trend towards going paperless: We continue to use Google's ‘Apps for 
Education’, offering access to ‘virtual classrooms’ that can be accessed both in the school 
and from home in addition to our physical classrooms. This enables us to continue to 
provide a richer sharing experience, using the platform to link documents and videos, make 
announcements and give feedback, post comments and questions, and increase classroom 
collaboration.

We have also continued to automate school processes such as class sign-ups and 
progress reports, using online tools to simplify tasks as well as to avoid the use of physical 
paper.

• Open House: This year the school decided on a slightly different approach for the annual 
Open House. Instead of a full day of activities, performances and stalls, we went for a 
shorter and more systematic, yet dynamic alternative.

The day consisted of several short performances and presentations, in the Seminar Hall 
which was packed to capacity. The performances were both artistic and academic, and 
served as a showcase for the varied talents and capabilities of the students, and as a 
platform to present some ambitions and dreams. There was enough time in between to 
explore other installations and happenings around the school. Apart from the performances,
there was a food stall serving fresh, locally inspired food created by the cooking class 
(everyone was full before lunch time), the traditional t-shirt stall, and colorful experiments in
the Chemistry Lab with the Chemist crew.

It was a day for an exchange of ideas and energies, and it left everyone freshly charged.

• Potluck and Bonfire Night: In December the students and teachers gathered together for a 
delicious dinner with a wide variety of mouth-watering dishes from all over the world. Then 
all gathered together around a bonfire for an evening of storytelling and songs. We were 
pleased to be joined by some of our friends from Last School for this event.

• Graduation: This year saw the successful completion of the program by 15 students. As per 
tradition, on the last day of school, fellow students, teachers, staff members, and parents of 
the graduates gathered to acknowledge the accomplishments of these students. Beginning 
with inspired singing by Jinah and Ahilya, the event included speeches and the now 
traditional PowerPoint presentation with photos of each of the graduating students at 
different stages of their lives, which was, as always, most touching. Each student received 
the gift of their own ‘Goodbye Book’. The event concluded with another tradition: the 



planting of a tree by the graduating class.
This event has become a very important one in our school and it always reminds us that 

we are a family.

Field trips

An important element in any learning program, field trips connect classroom topics to real world
experiences. They create an opportunity for closer bonding within the school ‘family’ and provide a 
break from routine. This year our field trips included the following:

• Exploring Dakshinachitra: In November we all boarded a bus and headed to Dakshinachitra, 
which is a living cultural museum of the art, architecture, lifestyles, crafts and performing 
arts of South India. Walking the spaces and interactions provided, we were able to draw 
lines between traditional life and our lives today.

On the way back from Dakshinachitra, we also got to take in the amazing sights, sounds 
and smells of the Madras Crocodile Bank and Centre for Herpetology founded by Romulus 
Whitaker.

• Photography field trip: Fifteen students from Future School went on an excursion to Dr. 
Arun’s Photography and Vintage Camera Museum in Kovalam. They spent well over an hour 
at the museum and were privy to an enormous collection of vintage cameras from the 
beginnings of photography to the start of the digital era.

The students were shown various old cameras and were allowed to handle them. They 
were also given a running commentary of the various models and their place in the 
evolution of photography. The camera that the students (especially the boys) were 
fascinated by was a Russian-made camera modeled to look like a rifle, and which pretty 
much works like one, whereby the idea of ‘shooting’ something with a rifle or camera 
becomes synonymous.

The museum is a great resource for introducing the students to the history and 
evolution of photography. That the whole museum came about through the efforts of one 
single person (namely Dr. Arun) is worth commending.

Workshops and extracurricular activities

• Documentary award: Future School Photography and Film student Rishi was engaged by the
‘Coastal Pollution’ NGO to shoot a documentary video of their work. This video was then 
entered into a climate change themed documentary competition sponsored by the 
American Embassy, Chennai. Rishi’s documentary was awarded an overall 2nd Prize, and his 
team received a cash reward of $800. And as an added bonus Rishi’s impressive camera 
work was chosen for the Best Cameraman award. Congratulations to Rishi and the Coastal 
Pollution team!

• Community Service: For the past ten years, Future School has been participating in a 
Community Service program that allows new students joining school to participate in a 
unique opportunity and experience. For three weeks before the new school year begins, 
each student works in three different services, units or ongoing projects in Auroville. We find
this is important as an aid in preparing each child for the future. Students learn to adopt a 
sense of commitment and responsibility. They get to experience working with and around 
different people. This activity has been an integral part of the school program and has been 
well-received by the students and the community.

The planning for next year's group, as well as the introductory session, took place at the 
end of this academic year.



• “Future Scribbles”: “Future Scribbles”, the monthly student newsletter which was launched 
by the Language Arts class two years ago, has been taken forward by the student editorial 
team. It has continued to serve as a platform for both school and community news, and as a 
reflection on topical world events. It provides students with opportunities to create and 
present a wide variety of work: art, announcements, news, poems, comic strips, stories, and 
commentaries. The newsletter is uploaded to the school website and sent by email to the 
rest of the school. A few print copies are circulated as well. It provides everybody with an 
opportunity to share and stay informed. A project that is both entertaining and intellectual, 
we plan to keep it evolving as a voice of the students.

• Storytelling workshop: In December, Future School was visited by three young storytellers 
from Bangalore who came to Auroville as part of a journey that has carried them all around 
the country in search of stories. Led by Pankaj Singh, co-founder of www.untold.in, they 
came to Future School sharing their experiences with us, and to expose our minds to the art 
of storytelling.

They showed us how stories could begin and end anywhere, and that following them 
could mean circling the world, travelling through time or flying off into the depths of space.

We had two sessions with them, in which we learned about their adventures and shared
our own. In the end, we were left with a sense of wonder, amazed by the magic that was 
clearly at work, and that we had been lucky enough to see.

• School garden: This year we gave special attention to our school garden. We planted some 
fruit trees such as lemon, pomelo, orange, tangerine, chikoo, and banana. We also planted a 
few vegetables including tomato, green chili, and broad beans.

The main aim behind this effort is to try to utilize the garden to its full potential, growing
some of the resources required for our day-to-day needs as a school. This year we were able 
to add salads for our snacks. In the future we will be trying to independently grow the 
lemons we require for the school, and to provide some fruits as well.

Course spotlights

• O-level Art qualification: 2017 saw the second batch of students undertaking the O-level Art
exam, and consequently, some of these students will be doing their A-level Art exam (in 
2018) for the first time in the history of Future School. There are 6 talented students in this 
group, and their work is just as varied and eclectic as their personalities.

The students are expected to do six weeks of preparatory work based on a set theme. 
They engage in research on the topic, collecting examples from as many sources as possible, 
including those from other artists’ work as well as their own inspiration. They then analyse 
and evaluate their research based on their knowledge of art history, philosophy and theory. 
Based on their research they explore, develop and refine their ideas leading to a final piece.

The theme for this year was ‘Possessions’, and the students' work ranges from literal to 
personal to metaphorical ideas. They used photography, drawing and painting as media for 
this project.

• Physics: This year we received funds to begin the setup of a Physics Laboratory at school. 
Our science teachers Sergei and Evgenia ordered new equipment for the study of Electricity, 
Magnetism, Optics and Mechanics. Most of the items have already arrived, and now need to
be set up. This means that our students will have more opportunities for experimental 
physics and will be able to prepare and give live demonstrations.



Reflections on this year

Through the implementation of the ‘democratic classrooms’, as well as by increasing the 
students' involvement and responsibilities in the management of our school, we tried to widen the 
platform for self-discovery and self-application. This environment which favors ‘guidance’ over 
‘control’ also brought results in academics, where students exhibited more self-motivation and 
focus. A side effect of these changes was an increase of individualism in the students.

Goals for next year

1. As we consider the balance between collective efforts and individual freedom essential for 
an effective education, we would like to concentrate in the next school year on enhancing 
the understanding that a functioning collective is indispensable for the individual to progress
in a harmonious way.

2. We would like to find ways to increase the students' identification with our common 
educational efforts. We are thinking about having special events to this end, and possibly 
modifying our school policy.
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