6 March 1957
My eye won’t allow me to read today.1 But I have been asked a
question on what I read to you last week. I am going to reply to
it this evening. Pavitra, will you read, please?
(Pavitra reads) What does this paragraph mean?: “Freedom is the law of being in its illimitable unity, secret
master of all Nature: servitude is the law of love in the
being voluntarily giving itself to serve the play of its other
selves in the multiplicity.”
Thoughts and Glimpses, SABCL, Vol. 16, p. 386

At a superﬁcial glance these two things appear absolutely contradictory and incompatible. Outwardly one cannot conceive
how one can be at once in freedom and in servitude, but there
is an attitude which reconciles the two and makes them one of
the happiest states of material existence.
Freedom is a sort of instinctive need, a necessity for the
integral development of the being. In its essence it is a perfect
realisation of the highest consciousness, it is the expression of
Unity and of union with the Divine, it is the very sense of the
Origin and the fulﬁlment. But because this Unity has manifested
in the many — in the multiplicity — something had to serve as
a link between the Origin and the manifestation, and the most
perfect link one can conceive of is love. And what is the ﬁrst gesture of love? To give oneself, to serve. What is its spontaneous,
immediate, inevitable movement? To serve. To serve in a joyous,
complete, total self-giving.
1

On the 27th February there was only a reading followed by a meditation, no talk was
given. Since the Darshan of November 24, Mother had been having a slight haemorrhage
in her left eye.
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So, in their purity, in their truth, these two things — freedom
and service — far from being contradictory, are complementary.
It is in perfect union with the supreme Reality that perfect
freedom is found, for all ignorance, all unconsciousness is a
bondage which makes you inefﬁcient, limited, powerless. The
least ignorance in oneself is a limitation, one is no longer free.
As long as there is an element of unconsciousness in the being,
it is a limitation, a bondage. Only in perfect union with the
supreme Reality can perfect freedom exist. And how to realise
this union if not through a spontaneous self-giving: the gift of
love. And as I said, the ﬁrst gesture, the ﬁrst expression of love
is service.
So the two are closely united in the Truth. But here on earth,
in this world of ignorance and inconscience, this service which
should have been spontaneous, full of love, the very expression
of love, has become something imposed, an inevitable necessity,
performed only for the maintenance of life, for the continuation
of existence, and thus it has become something ugly, miserable
— humiliating. What should have been a ﬂowering, a joy, has
become an ugliness, a weariness, a sordid obligation. And this
sense, this need for freedom has also been deformed and has
become that kind of thirst for independence which leads straight
to revolt, to separation, isolation, the very opposite of true
freedom.
Independence!... I remember having heard an old occultist
and sage give a beautiful reply to someone who said, “I want to
be independent! I am an independent being! I exist only when
I am independent!” And the other answered him with a smile,
“Then that means that nobody will love you, because if someone
loves you, you immediately become dependent on this love.”
It is a beautiful reply, for it is indeed love which leads to
Unity and it is Unity which is the true expression of freedom.
And so those who in the name of their right to freedom claim
independence, turn their backs completely on this true freedom,
for they deny love.
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Questions and Answers

The deformation comes from constraint.
One cannot love through compulsion, you cannot be compelled to love, it is no longer love. Therefore, as soon as compulsion intervenes, it becomes a falsehood. All the movements of the
inner being must be spontaneous movements, with that spontaneity which comes from an inner harmony, an understanding
— from a voluntary self-giving — from a return to the deeper
truth, the reality of being, the Origin and the Goal.
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