
Annexure:

Curriculum vitae of plant name authors – Carl Linnaeus

L. L. stands for Linnaeus. His father’s name was Nils Ingemarsson. In accordance with the Scandinavian 
name system, Linnaeus’s name would have been Carl Nilsson (son of Nils), since most Swedes didn’t have 
a surname in those times. But when his father went to the university, he had to provide himself with a 
surname for registration purposes. He created the name Linnaeus in allusion to a large tree (Tilia cordata) 
which grew on the family property and was known in their dialect as ‘Linn’ (a Linden). Their property, 
incidentally, was called Linnegard. The name Linnaeus was thus of Latin form from the beginning.

After his ennoblement Linnaeus was also known as Carl von Linné.
He was a Swedish botanist, physician and zoologist. (born May 23, 1707, Råshult, Sweden – died 

January 10, 1778, Uppsala, Sweden)
Linnaeus is also called the ‘Father of Taxonomy’. His great contribution to taxonomy was the 

introduction of the binomial system of naming plants. In this system only two names are necessary to 
designate any given plant: a Latin name for the genus, and a second name for the species. These two 
names make up the binomial species name.

This simplified naming of plants immensely. Before the binomial nomenclature was in use the naming 
of a species could take some doing.

For instance, a certain rose named by different botanists:
- Rosa sylvestris inodora seu canina
- Rosa sylvestris alba cum rubore, folio glabro
- In Linnaeus’ system it became Rosa canina.

Linnaeus became one of the most famous scientists in Europe.
In one of his autobiographies Linnaeus lists his own achievements. “No one has been a greater 

Botanicus or Zoologist. No one has written more books, more correctly, more methodically, from his own 
experience. No one has more completely changed a whole science and initiated a new epoch. No one has 
become more of a household name throughout the world...”, plus another fourteen exploits.

However Linnaeus was not the only one to speak well of Linnaeus. The Swiss philosopher Jean 
Jacques Rousseau, who seldom had anything good to say about anyone, sent a message to Linnaeus: “Tell 
him I know no greater man on earth”.

One of the publications that built Linnaeus’s scientific reputation was ‘Systema Naturae’. He had 
started to put much importance on sexual reproduction in plants, so he created an easy system, based on 
the number and position of stamens and pistils (which he sometimes called husbands and wives), to 
classify each plant. This ‘Sexual System’ as he called it, became extremely popular, surely not only because
it was a practical system but also for a great part because of its erotic suggestions and its allusions to 
contemporary gender relation. Some critics also attacked it for its sexually explicit nature, as may well be 
understood when reading some passages. For instance:

“The flowers' leaves serve as bridal beds which the Creator has so gloriously arranged, adorned 
with such noble bed curtains, and perfumed with so many soft scents that the bridegroom with 
his bride might there celebrate their nuptials with so much the greater solemnity. . . ”

One opponent, botanist Johann Siegesbeck, called it “loathsome harlotry”.
But Linnaeus was a dangerous man to criticise. He had his revenge, by naming a small, useless 

European weed Siegesbeckia.
He even wrote a manuscript “Nemesis Divina” (Divine Justice), published posthumously, in which he 

described meticulously the ill fates befalling persons who, in Linnaeus’s eyes, have either misbehaved or 
committed offenses against him.

He published 30 works, including 3 Floras (F. Lapponica, F. Svecica, F. Zeylanica).
There is a bust of Linnaeus in the garden of Hartecamp in Holland.


