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Mother reads a passage from The Life Divine which con-
cludes the exposition of the intellectual arguments against the
appearance of a higher species.

Next time we begin the argument. All these arguments take place
in a field where you don’t usually go, do you? It is a domain
which is unfamiliar to you.

In fact it is a very special domain, far removed from action
or any practical realisation. It has always seemed to me that
one could take up any idea at all and use it as the starting-
point for an argument and through intellectual logic succeed in
proving that this idea is altogether true, simply by the power of
argumentation.

It is quite remarkable that these are two fields of human ac-
tivity — action and speculation — which usually find it difficult
to be together at the same time in the consciousness; and it is
even unusual that a man with a highly developed speculative
mind should ever be a man of action, and on the other hand,
that a man of action should ever feel at ease in the speculative
intellect.

When one has an essentially practical bent for accomplish-
ing things, one always feels that all these speculations, argu-
ments, deductions are a more or less interesting occupation for
idle people. But... I dare not say this too loud, for it is not
appreciated by intellectuals, this has always seemed to me a
gymnastic exercise that’s very interesting from the point of view
of mental development, but without much practical result. Now,
if you listen to people with an abstract turn of mind, they will tell
you that physical gymnastics are a thoroughly futile occupation
without any practical result: “What’s the use of doing gymnas-
tics? It is simply to exercise your muscles. And why should we
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not exercise our mental muscles as you exercise the muscles of
your body?” And both arguments are of equal value.

For me the solution lies elsewhere.

(Long silence)

As soon as one is convinced that there is a living and real Truth
seeking to express itself in an objective universe, the only thing
that seems to have any importance or value is to come into
contact with this Truth, to identify oneself with it as perfectly as
possible, and to no longer be anything but a means of expressing
it, making it more and more living and tangible so that it may be
manifested more and more perfectly. All theories, all principles,
all methods are more or less good according to their capacity
to express that Truth; and as one goes forward on this path, if
one goes beyond all the limits of the Ignorance, one becomes
aware that the totality of this manifestation, its wholeness, its
integrality is necessary for the expression of that Truth, that
nothing can be left out, and perhaps that there is nothing more
important or less important. The one thing that seems necessary
is a harmonisation of everything which puts each thing in its
place, in its true relation with all the rest, so that the total Unity
may manifest harmoniously.

If one comes down from this level, according to me one
no longer understands anything and all arguments are of equal
worth in the narrowness and limitation which take away all
their real value.

Each thing in its place, in harmony with all the rest, and
then one can begin to understand and to live.

(Silence)

One feels that a single movement, however small it may be,
however insignificant it may seem, which is in harmony with
that Truth, is of more value than the most wonderful arguments.
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Let one single drop of light shine in you and it will be
more effective in dissolving the darkness than the most beautiful
speeches in the world on what light is or on what it can do.
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