
Lilaloka (2016-17)

Introduction

The vision of Lilaloka (‘the universe of Play’ in Sanskrit) is to be a self-learning resource centre 
for the child. Lilaloka offers various activities based on self-discovery and spontaneous self-learning 
through Play, which allow the child to reveal himself as an individual and amongst others, without 
competition or judgement.

Lilalola is open to all children, schooled or not, having difficulties or not, beyond all 
categorizations and allowing mixes of ages. The team of Lilaloka wants to work in collaboration with 
schools and parents, considering each child as an evolving being. 

This year, the raw structure of Lilaloka’s Phase I building was completed. Our main focus was on 
conducting activities on the premises, in order to get in touch with the real needs of the community, 
open the place to the energy of the children, and slowly introduce Lilaloka to the schools and the ‘no
schools’, a step we feel is necessary as a way to get ready for the real opening of Lilaloka. Fund-
raising, communication, and project coordination were also a big part of the work.

Lilaloka building and garden

• The roof was completed on September 25th, 2016, and a completion certificate was issued.

• The bill of quantities for the finishing phase was completed by Imago Architecture with the 
help of SAIIER. It amounts to approximately Rs. 48 lakhs. 

• Maintaining the existing construction and fence, and caring for the land and nursery is 
ongoing on a daily basis. 

• This year we put some energy in creating the ‘magical garden’ of Lilaloka, with the help of 
children who came to Lilaloka as well as adult volunteers, led by Anna, Rajan and Celine.

Fundraising and communications

As Lilaloka is a project under construction, public relations, communications and administration 
are currently a big part of the work. This includes communicating about Lilaloka, creating 
communication tools, meeting people, and organizing events.

This year, Sandrine, a co-founder and project executive, left the team. Her work was mostly in 
this area, so we found ourselves having to rethink and reorganize the team and ways to go about 
fund-raising and communication.

• We organised eight ‘open days’, between November 2016 and January 2017. These events 
were well attended and allowed the community at large to see where the project was at. 
During these open days, we offered activities for children of all ages, and answered 
questions from Aurovilians, parents, school teachers and guests, with the objective of 
transparency and getting in touch with the real needs of Auroville.

• We kept our Facebook page up to date, as it has become our main tool for direct 
communication with our well-wishers. 

• We set up a totally new website which is more user-friendly and more representative of the 
project today, with the help of Tixon (Redambiance). The website will be useful for 
fundraising and communication next year and in the long-run.



• Jean Eisele from the Foundation for World Education (FWE) visited Lilaloka, as last year FWE 
allocated a grant of Rs. 3 lakhs for the purpose of completing the roof. She was happy to see 
that the funds were well-used and happy to feel for herself the atmosphere of the project.

• A report about Lilaloka was written for FWE and submitted to Auroville's Project 
Coordination Group (PCG).

• An ongoing work is introducing and sharing the vision and aims of Lilaloka with various 
individuals and groups.

• Lilaloka had agreed to not request funds from Auroville for a duration of five years from June
2012 onwards. This period ends in June 2017, so in our plans we are taking into account this 
new possibility.

• A unit of Auroville called “Naturally Auroville” has offered to give Lilaloka a budget of Rs. 
3,000 per month towards the running costs. This should start in June 2017.

• We changed our accountant to Mukti Accounting, in order to lower the costs of accounting 
and to have the accounting done in a more convenient location.

• Anna and Celine organised 4 workshops for Aurovilians and guests during the months of 
February and March 2017, as a trial to see if this could be a way to raise funds, at least for 
the running costs. Anna organised a workshop introducing Nature’s Theater for parents and 
educators, and one on how to make fairy and acrobat dolls for parents and children. Celine 
centred her workshops on clay-modelling: one was designed for children and parents 
(“Hands in the Earth”) and the other one was for adults (“Giving back to the Earth”). Two 
workshops were well-attended, while two didn't happen due to lack of interested people. 
We managed to raise around Rs. 5,000 from these workshops. This gives us a better idea of 
how to handle this next year and how to choose the right time to offer workshops.

The total amount raised in 2016-17 was Rs. 7,60,000.

Connecting with Auroville children and schools

This year we focused on creating contacts with the education community in Auroville – a very 
important part of the manifestation of Lilaloka. Lilaloka is for all children: those who go to school 
and those who don't or are part of other initiatives. We want Lilaloka to be a place where all can 
meet and each feel safe and loved as he or she is, and discover what really interests him or her.

We would like here to introduce a volunteer, Celine Perroud, an art therapist from Switzerland, 
who worked with us from November 2016 to April 2017. She had a previous introduction to Lilaloka 
and our vision the year before, and when she came back she was ready to give her energy for the 
project. She helped us very much on the ground, in handling the groups and offering activities.

Our work of connecting with schools and others included:

• We made contacts especially with Transformation Kindergarten, the natural learning 
group led by Egle and Morgan, and Oli School; and Anna kept in touch with The Learning 
Community (TLC). Transformation Kindergarten was very interested in Lilaloka and next 
year will send a group for regular sessions of Nature's Theatre.

• We're also very happy that after Anna met several times with the Interactive Learning 
group, it was decided that Arthi would offer sessions for the games created by 
Auroculture, at Lilaloka. These games are for learning arithmetic and geometry. 
Auroculture gave Lilaloka its name, so being able to play her games in Lilaloka will be a 
tribute and a joy.

• Claire Le Touze, who was one of the founders of Lilaloka, expressed interest in holding 
sessions of Play of Painting at Lilaloka, once they can be accommodated. Claire holds the
vision of Lilaloka deep in her heart and we are happy she still wants to be involved.



• Anna, Celine and Rajan offered activities based on free choice, non-judgement and 
exploration of one's creativity to a group of 4-5 unschooled Auroville children on Thursday 
mornings. Activities included crafts, clay modelling, creations in the garden (s little pond, 
labyrinth, cave...), gardening, planting, and more.

• We invited all the primary schools and kindergartens of Auroville to experience a morning at 
Lilaloka, as an end-of-the-year outing. Groups came from Oli School and the natural learning 
group. During these mornings we offered various activities based on free choice including 
clay modelling, creations in the garden, and gardening.

We now have a better overview of the needs and possibilities regarding Lilaloka's role in 
Auroville. We will be able to start Nature’s Theater with some regular groups on site next year. We 
have now made the first steps connecting with various educational bodies in Auroville, and will 
continue to build on that. We were so happy to have children colonize Lilaloka with their Joy and 
Creativity!

Nature’s Theater offered by Anna

This year, Anna could not fully offer this activity, as her energy was focused on making contacts 
and exploring the education scene in relation to Lilaloka for the coming future. The spirit in which 
activities were offered was the same, but without a regular group, it is difficult to go deeper into 
Nature’s Theater.

Two schools are now interested in receiving training from Anna: Transformation Kindergarten 
and Oli School. From the explorations of this year, the groups for Nature’s Theater for next year 
emerged.

Individual play sessions

Yvelise set up a room for individual play sessions at her house, with both personal funds and 
project funds, so that she could start working with children while construction of Lilaloka is still going
on. She offered this to one child from November to April, as her other activities for Lilaloka took up 
most of the time. We hope that next year more time can be dedicated to individual play sessions. 
The room is now set up and equipped, ready for a smooth transition once the building is finished.

Conclusion

This year we expanded our communication network. Our activities benefited many individual 
children through the open days and the Thursday group, two groups from Oli School, children of the 
natural learning group, and adults who attended the workshops.

The most meaningful progress of the year was the contacts we started to create with Auroville 
educational initiatives and schools.

Our main focus for next year will be to continue activities with regular groups of children.
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