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Completion of Watchtower at Auroville Botanical Gardens

Amount allocated: Rs. 88,080

Abstract:
The majority of the school children who visit the Auroville Botanical Gardens (around 3,000 per 

year) live in simple rural communities as our target group of schools are the local government 
schools of the Vanur and Marakanum blocks. The experience of the children is quite limited, 
especially that of the girls. We have seen the excitement and engagement created by giving these 
children the chance to climb up into the canopy and look out across the forest that is growing at the 
Botanical Gardens. It is something different, outside of their normal set of experiences and as such it
creates a powerful and lasting memory. With this project we will complete the Watchtower at the 
Botanical Gardens so as to be able to offer it again as an experience to the children.

Q2 report (July   –     September 2017):

In this period we completed the final design for
the watchtower platforms and ladders. Initially we
had created a 3D mock-up of the tower in Google
SketchUp, and this enabled us to see the problems we
were facing in terms of position of the ladders, access
to the platforms and other safety concerns. We
modified the position of the ladders and the layout of
the floor plans. Once we were happy with the design
we developed the working drawings and finalised the
bill of quantities. At present we are sourcing the
wood, which will be old teak, as this is the best wood
to withstand exposure to the elements. We hope to
finalize the supply within the next 10 days, and work
will begin immediately on the fabrication thereafter.

Q3 report (October   –   December 2017):

In this quarter we purchased all of the material for
the watchtower ‒ metal and wood. We finished all of
the metal work, including the ladders. All of the wood
has been cut, planed, and cut to size, and two of the
three platforms are finished. Thus we are nearly
complete; there is just the bamboo cladding and the
painting of the wood to be finished, along with
installation of one more platform. Work is ongoing at
present. We hope to be completely finished by the
end of January.



Q4 report (January   –   March 2018)  :

The full work is now completed, in that the ladders have been installed, all the platforms are 
completed and the painting has been done. In the end we made a decision not to use the bamboo 
for trying to cover the metal work as we felt it would look clumsy. However we had not budgeted for
all the painting that would be required, and so we used the money left over to contribute towards 
this cost. Also to create a cap to the tower so that it looks complete, another element we had not 
considered.

Outcomes:
We have already had a number of groups use the tower and it is a popular attraction at the 

garden. Once the children have been up the tower we are able to discuss with them the idea of 
forest canopy, the need for continuous cover, the threats posed to forest by development, and how 
some animals only see the forest from above, others always from below, and thus the various 
different niches.

We are very glad to have this feature here at the gardens as it greatly adds to the visitor 
experience, which in the end is what we are trying to achieve. 


