
Attending the 47th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa
A project of Aurofilm (2016-17)

Introduction

Aurofilm aims at fostering education, research and personal progress through the medium of 
cinema. Cinema in its completeness as an art form is a valuable tool to work on human nature. Our 
endeavour is to offer regular film screenings and special events at the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium in 
Auroville – sometimes in our Kalabhumi studio – for the benefit of all.

In order to do this work, research into meaningful and artistic cinema requires the Aurofilm team
to contact and be exposed to the world of film production and distribution. The well-organized 
international film festivals of India provide the perfect milieu for this, and such is our primary 
objective in attending one of these events every year.

Detailed description of activity

The International Film Festival of India (IFFI) is an annual event organized by the Directorate of 
Film Festivals of India (a Government of India organization from the Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting) and the state of Goa through the Entertainment Society of Goa (ESG, Panaji). The 
festival promotes the best in terms of Cinema, fosters the meeting of the huge film production family
and organizes a film market for film distribution. It is a ten-day event that is now permanently set up 
in Panaji, the capital of Goa, and takes place just before the tourist season starts over there. 

This year was the 47th edition of the IFFI and it was held from November 20-30, 2016. The 
Aurofilm team could attend six days only of the event (the 20th to 26th) because of budget 
limitations; however, that was helpful and we could attend many film screenings in the different 
festival sections which included:

• Opening, Mid-Fest and Closing films (respectively Afterimage by the great Polish film director
Andrzej Wajda, who passed away last November at the age of 90; Tamara, a Venezuelan film,
and The Age of Shadows from Korea by Kim Jee-woon)

• International competition: Cinema of the World with different awards

• “Festival Kaleidoscope” (a selection of the best films from other important world 
international festivals)

• “Masterstrokes” (a selection of the latest work of contemporary film directors from all over 
the world)

• Documentary section: “The Legends” (about great directors, actors and other artists)

• Indian Panorama, with 26 films from the different states of the country

• Elements of Cinema, “Memoirs of Fear”, Homages (2 French films)

• BRICS Film Festival winners

• Special tributes: (1) to Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami with 6 of his films, (2) to Polish film 
director Andrzej Wajda with 5 of his films

• Country in Focus: Republic of Korea with 6 films

• Centenary Award for the Best Debut film with 7 films from the world

• Open-air screenings with 7 films

• Workshops and Master Classes conducted on script writing and direction, documentary 



making, costume and set design, special effects, cinematography, editing, etc.

• Daily Forum, press conferences, interactive workshops (“Digital Films: New Technologies and 
Film Making” and “Co-production & Marketing Films for Festivals”), and a seminar (“Film and
Cultural Diversity”)

• The National Film Archive of India (NFAI) presented inside and outside the festival grounds 
their annual quality exhibition of film posters and other film material

• The practice of screening documentaries and short films before every long feature film in the
Indian Panorama section still goes on, and is a very good initiative that gives festival 
delegates the opportunity to discover these otherwise forgotten items

With our accreditation as Delegates, we went every day early morning to the festival premises, 
after having carefully studied the program and made decisions beforehand on a maximum of three 
films to be booked per day at the counters, with the possibility to attend one or two more (schedule 
and seat availability permitting). Our program was very tight and again this year, none of us could 
attend any press conference or Forum this year. We took the time to meet the festival organizers/DFF
directors and the NFAI in-charge to maintain these contacts, as well as some producers, technicians, 
screen-writers, journalists, film students and so on. Organising this hectic schedule to include snacks 
and proper lunch or dinner and also find a little gap to rest in the hotel room or in a nearby park is 
always a bit of a challenge!

Outcomes and products

For the Aurofilm team, to go and attend this film festival is the best opportunity to follow what 
happens in the realm of film production from India and the world. On a practical level, to make and 
keep contacts with the DFF, NFAI and other organizations and individuals during the festival are 
important for Aurofilm's and Auroville's relationships in the field of cinema. Here we request the film
prints or permissions for our own 3-day Indian Panorama (please see our report on that activity) and 
other weekly film screenings for the community. The Auroville community ultimately benefits by 
being exposed to quality Indian and world cinema through the screenings we organize all along the 
year, whenever these new films become available. The various films we choose to watch during the 
festival are also for reference for our film making and research. This research work is available to the 
visitors, students and volunteers who contact us at Kalabhumi or even at the film screenings in 
Bharat Nivas.

We can also say that through our presence and outreach effort at these Indian festivals, Auroville
becomes known as a place where culture and art is a major component and research and promotion 
of quality cinema is valued.

Reflections

Over the years of attending these festivals, we have learned to better use the time, the venues 
and the programs. We also are becoming more discerning and can see better the quality and impact 
that the Indian selection (in particular) will have in Auroville. We have also become more confident in
addressing the people we need to be acquainted in order to bring their films or their knowledge to 
Auroville.

Next year we would like to repeat this activity as we can see the results that are reached in terms
of programming and communicating about Cinema, as well as exchanges with film directors and 
technicians. These exchanges enrich our film making and film promoting work here.
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