
White Peacock Ceramic Studio (2016-17)

Introduction

White Peacock Ceramic Studio offers guided classes as well as open space activities for all age 
groups. The creative space gives the possibility for people in Auroville to explore the unique, 
responsive material and altogether magic process of the ceramic media. We exist for inspired 
amateurs and children, and focus on the process and research.

Activities of the year

Anna and Saraswati are the teachers (Anna is working with adults while Saraswati is mostly 
focused on children), with the help of Fedor (technical support – kilns servicing, exploration of the 
most effective ways of firing). We offer regular classes, interact with visiting groups and artists, and 
take part in special events around Auroville.

Regular classes:

• Adults, 2 times a week (7-10 participants)
• The Learning Community (TLC), 2 times a week (5-7 children)
• Sunday open class (up to 25 people)

Events:

• Open Air Exhibition (December 2016): This is our annual event, held at our studio, aiming to 
shape an ‘open house’ as a more interactive experience. Along with a big exhibition of all the
students' works, we offered clay-related activities and made on-the-spot pancakes. (The 
“Pancake Corner” is very creative also and run by elder students of the White Peacock club.)

• International Potter’s Market in Auroville (January 2017): At this event held at the Visitors' 
Center, we conducted clay corner and jewellery making corner for everybody on a non-
commercial basis. Our stall was run by children (elder students of White Peacock club) and 
gathered a lot of attention. About 90 people participated with us.

• Auroville Youth Activities showcase (April 2017): We set up an exhibition at this performance 
event held at the Bharat Nivas auditorium. It was a small and stylish exhibition of all the 
young students' works, in the auditorium hallway.

Other activities:

• Methodical support for the Kindergarden clay class (ongoing).
• Consulting for representatives of educational institutions on how to start a clay workshop 

(on request).
• One-week workshop for Tibetan students visiting Auroville (10 people participated).
• Workshops for visiting students.
• Teacher training workshops.

Outcomes

This year we explored many new techniques and deepened the knowledge of the old methods 
with our students/club members. We are working towards making a great collection of video 
presentations from internationally recognized masters to enrich our teaching and learning process.  

In the middle of the school year a new stream was born in White Peacock: elder students formed
an independent group and decided to study deeper the sculptural approach to ceramics. They meet 



twice a week, led by Masha and Hye Yoon. Next year will be their final year at school, and they plan 
to make a final exhibition on ceramics to mark their ‘graduation’ from White Peacock too.

Future direction

Our goals for next year are:
1. To continue conducting regular classes. To explore further the endless possibilities of clay 

work.
2. To put up an exhibition at Citadines (or Pitanga – not decided yet) at the end of the school 

year, showcasing the works of the elder children. Most of the students will be making solo as
well as team projects for the exhibition. 

3. To participate in the 4th annual Auroville Potters Market (end of January 2018). Apart from 
being the main fundraising event for White Peacock, this festival dedicated to pottery gives 
the amazing feeling of being a part of the professional community, and gives the opportunity
to interact with the other masters and to learn from them. (Students and teachers of White 
Peacock bring some life to the event too.)

4. To involve more people in teaching – volunteers, interns, guest artists, while they are visiting 
Auroville.

5. To purchase and install all the equipment for Raku firing, and to start a successful Raku 
learning process with the elder children as the main force and younger children as involved 
observers.
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