
Shakti Herbarium ‘Master List’ (2016-17)

A project by Walter G.

Introduction

The ‘Master List’ is a project of the herbarium in Shakti community. The aim of any herbarium is 
first to identify each plant in the collection correctly, provide it with a full botanical description, and 
place it with its latest accepted botanical name in the appropriate family folder. The next step is 
entering information about the plant's distribution, ecology and uses on the respective labels. The 
‘Master List’ goes one step further in providing information beyond the above mentioned points.

Description of project

Work on this project involved extensive research on topics including:

• Authors of plant names; their curriculum vitae; special field of interest; places where they 
collected; publications; families and species named after them, etc. (See Annexure for the 
example of Carl Linnaeus.)

• Botanical names of plants; what is the meaning of those botanical names (etymology); why 
has the collector chosen this specific name.

• Plant history:
◦ Where was a certain plant first discovered; how did it travel around the world; is it 

mentioned in ancient writings (Sanskrit, Greek, Egyptian a.o.).
◦ Whether is it the national tree/shrub/flower of a country.
◦ Natural history. For example: it is thought that Gomphoteres, a now extinct elephant-like 

animal, may have been instrumental in the dispersal of the fruits of Crescentia alata. 
Since there are no large herbivores anymore in South America, the species came near to 
extinction. The distribution of Crescentia alata is now taken care of by domestic horses 
and cattle; they break the hard rind with their hooves and eat the pulp.

• Other notes:
◦ Anecdotes about acronyms, interjections, location confusions, etc.
◦ Anecdotes about interesting translations. For example: There is a species named Iris 

innominata L. Henderson. Translated, this Iris's name is “unnamed Iris”.
◦ About misnomers. For example: Gymnosperma glutinosum (Spreng.) Less.; this is 

an Aster and belongs to the Angiospermae group.
◦ The spiritual significance of the flower, as given by the Mother, is included wherever 

applicable.

Outcomes

The ‘Master List’ wants to show the herbarium as something more than a collection of dried 
plants with some very specific information interesting mainly for botanists. It wants to open the 
collection to a wider public, with a bigger field of interest, and be easy to access.

As of now we have 5,396 species names listed in the herbarium. Data on any one of them are 
entered in our computer on a daily basis, and will be published as an online database at flora-
auroviliana.in as soon as a sizable part of our collection is covered.

Apart from the description of almost all of the species kept in the herbarium, we finalised the 
curriculum vitae of 76 authors and collectors, and completed the etymology of around 1,500 family-
genus-species names.

This, of course, is an ongoing work.

http://flora-auroviliana.in/
http://flora-auroviliana.in/

	Shakti Herbarium ‘Master List’ (2016-17)
	A project by Walter G.
	Introduction
	Description of project
	Outcomes


