30 October 1957
“This terrestrial evolutionary working of Nature from
Matter to Mind and beyond it has a double process:
there is an outward visible process of physical evolution
with birth as its machinery, — for each evolved form of
body housing its own evolved power of consciousness
is maintained and kept in continuity by heredity; there
is, at the same time, an invisible process of soul evolution with rebirth into ascending grades of form and
consciousness as its machinery. The ﬁrst by itself would
mean only a cosmic evolution; for the individual would
be a quickly perishing instrument, and the race, a more
abiding collective formulation, would be the real step in
the progressive manifestation of the cosmic Inhabitant,
the universal Spirit: rebirth is an indispensable condition
for any long duration and evolution of the individual
being in the earth-existence. Each grade of cosmic manifestation, each type of form that can house the indwelling
Spirit, is turned by rebirth into a means for the individual
soul, the psychic entity, to manifest more and more of
its concealed consciousness; each life becomes a step in
a victory over Matter by a greater progression of consciousness in it which shall make eventually Matter itself
a means for the full manifestation of the Spirit.”
The Life Divine, SABCL, Vol. 19, pp. 825 – 26

It is difﬁcult to understand, Sweet Mother.
Ah!...
If you take terrestrial history, all the forms of life have appeared one after another in a general plan, a general programme,
with the addition, always, of a new perfection and a greater
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consciousness. Take just animal forms — for that is easier to
understand, they are the last before man — each animal that
appeared had an additional perfection in its general nature —
I don’t mean in all the details — a greater perfection than the
preceding ones, and the crowning point of the ascending march
was the human form which, for the moment, from the point of
view of consciousness, is the form most capable of manifesting
consciousness; that is, the human form at its height, at the height
of its possibilities, is capable of more consciousness than all
preceding animal forms.
This is one of Nature’s ways of evolution.
Sri Aurobindo told us last week that this Nature was following an ascending progression in order to manifest more and
more the divine consciousness contained in all forms. So, with
each new form that it produces, Nature makes a form capable of
expressing more completely the spirit which this form contains.
But if it were like this, a form comes, develops, reaches its highest
point and is followed by another form; the others do not disappear, but the individual does not progress. The individual dog or
monkey, for instance, belongs to a species which has its own peculiar characteristics; when the monkey or the man arrives at the
height of its possibilities, that is, when a human individual becomes the best type of humanity, it will be ﬁnished; the individual
will not be able to progress any farther. He belongs to the human
species, he will continue to belong to it. So, from the point of
view of terrestrial history there is a progress, for each species
represents a progress compared with the preceding species; but
from the point of view of the individual, there is no progress: he
is born, he follows his development, dies and disappears. Therefore, to ensure the progress of the individual, it was necessary
to ﬁnd another means; this one was not adequate. But within
the individual, contained in each form, there is an organisation
of consciousness which is closer to and more directly under
the inﬂuence of the inner divine Presence, and the form which is
under this inﬂuence — this kind of inner concentration of energy
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— has a life independent of the physical form — this is what we
generally call the “soul” or the “psychic being” — and since it
is organised around the divine centre it partakes of the divine
nature which is immortal, eternal. The outer body falls away,
and this remains throughout every experience that it has in each
life, and there is a progress from life to life, and it is the progress
of the same individual. And this movement complements the
other, in the sense that instead of a species which progresses
relative to other species, it is an individual who passes through
all the stages of progress of these species and can continue to
progress even when the species have reached the limit of their
possibilities and... stay there or disappear — it depends on the
case — but they cannot go any farther, whereas the individual,
having a life independent of the purely material form, can pass
from one form to another and continue his progress indeﬁnitely.
That makes a double movement which completes itself. And that
is why each individual has the possibility of reaching the utmost
realisation, independent of the form to which he momentarily
belongs.
There are people — there used to be and there still are, I
believe — who say they remember their past lives and recount
what happened when they were dogs or elephants or monkeys,
and tell you stories in great detail about what happened to them.
I am not going to argue with them, but anyway this illustrates
the fact that before being a man, one could have been a monkey
— perhaps one doesn’t have the power to remember it, that’s another matter — but certainly, this inner divine spark has passed
through successive forms in order to become more and more
conscious of itself. And if it is proved that one can remember
the form one had before becoming a psychic being as it is found
in the human form, well, one might very well recollect climbing
trees and eating coconuts and even playing all sorts of tricks on
the traveller passing beneath!
In any case, the fact is there. Perhaps later we shall see that
a certain state of inner organisation is necessary for this psychic
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being to be able to have memories in the way the mental being
has them — we shall speak about it later, when we come to it
in the book — but in any case the fact is established: it is this
double movement of evolution intersecting and complementing
itself which gives the utmost possibilities of realisation to the
divine light within each being. This is what Sri Aurobindo has
explained. (Turning to the child) This means that in your outer
body you belong to the animal species in the course of becoming
a supramental species — you are not that yet! but within you
there’s a psychic being which has already lived in many, many,
countless species before and carries an experience of thousands
of years within you, and which will continue while your human
body remains human and ﬁnally decomposes.
We shall see later whether this psychic being has the possibility of transforming its body and itself creating an intermediate
species between the animal man and superman — we shall study
this later — but still, for the moment, it is an immortal soul
which becomes more and more conscious of itself in the body
of man. There. Now have you understood?
(Another child) Mother, in Nature we often see the disappearance of an entire species. What is that due to?
Probably Nature thought that it was not a success!... You see,
she throws herself into action with abundance and a total lack
of sense of economy. We can see this. She tries everything she
can, in every way she can, with all sorts of inventions which are
obviously very remarkable, but at times... it’s like a blind alley.
Pushing forward in that direction, instead of progressing, one
would reach things that are absolutely unacceptable. She throws
out her creative spirit in an abundance without any calculation,
and when the combination is not very successful, well, she just
does this (gesture) then rejects it; she doesn’t mind. For Nature,
you see, there is a limitless abundance. I believe she doesn’t
shrink from any kind of experiment. Only if something has a
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chance of leading to a successful issue does it continue. Certainly
there have been intermediaries or parallel forms between the ape
and man; traces of them have been found — perhaps with some
wishful thinking! but anyway, traces have been found — well,
those species have disappeared. So, if we like to speculate, we
may wonder whether the species which is now to come and
which is an intermediary between animal man and superman
will remain or whether it will be considered uninteresting and
rejected.... That we shall see later. The next time we meet we
shall speak about it again!
It is quite simply the activity of a limitless abundance. Nature has enough knowledge and consciousness to act like someone with innumerable and countless elements which can be
mixed, separated again, reshaped, taken to pieces once more
and... It is a huge cauldron: you stir it, and something comes
out; it’s no good, you throw it back in and take something else.
Imagine the dimension... just take the earth: you understand, one
or two forms or a hundred, for her this is of no importance at
all, there are thousands and thousands and thousands of them;
and then a few years, a hundred, a thousand, millions of years,
it is of no importance at all, you have eternity before you!
Simply, when we look at things on the human scale, in space
and time, oh! it seems enormous, but for Nature it is nothing. It
is just a pastime. One may like it or not, this pastime, but still it
is a pastime.
It is quite obvious that Nature enjoys it and is in no hurry. If
she is told to press on without stopping and to ﬁnish one part of
her work or another quickly, the reply is always the same: “But
what for, why? Doesn’t it amuse you?”
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