
Invocation and Prarthana
A project of Savitri Bhavan (2016-17)

Introduction

In accord with Savitri Bhavan’s aim of fostering the values on which a true human unity can be 
manifested, through spiritual education based on the vision, work and writings of Sri Aurobindo and 
the Mother, since 1998 a journal of Study Notes on Sri Aurobindo’s Savitri has been produced. In 
2004, in response to popular demand, a companion journal in the Tamil language was started. 
Invocation, the English-language journal, appears in April and November each year while Prarthana, 
in Tamil, comes out in February and August. These journals respond to many requests for assistance 
in understanding Sri Aurobindo’s revelatory epic Savitri – A Legend and a Symbol, which the Mother 
has called ‘the supreme revelation of Sri Aurobindo’s vision’.

Description of project

Each issue is compiled, edited and prepared for publication by its scheduled time. Shraddhavan 
takes care of the preparation of Invocation, while Dhanalakshmi edits Prarthana.

Outcomes

During 2016-17 two issues of each journal were published and distributed: nos. 44 and 45 of 
Invocation (1,000 copies of each) and nos. 26 and 27 of Prarthana (800 copies of each). Invocation is 
distributed in hard copy (by post) and soft copy (by e-mail) to 925 regular readers all over India and 
in 45 different countries of the world. Prarthana is sent to 726 individuals and Sri Aurobindo Centres 
throughout Tamil Nadu.

Reflections

In the preparation of these publications, the most meaningful, challenging and educational part 
for the editors is the process of compiling the matter, which needs to fulfil the readers’ expectations 
of assistance in understanding the profound vision and powerful but unfamiliar poetic language of 
Sri Aurobindo’s mantric masterwork. In the process, our own understanding of its message is 
constantly deepening and, hopefully, as well our powers of sharing that understanding with other 
students and lovers of the poem. 

Conclusion

It is intended to continue preparing and publishing these journals as long as possible. We hope 
that new contributors and editorial staff will be found to supplement the efforts of the present 
editors.
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