
Auroville Sports Resource Center (2016-17)

Introduction

Auroville Sports Resource Center (AVSRC) has this year been active with varied activities relating 
to sports, women and culture, all of which lead toward human unity. AVSRC plays an active role in 
supporting and encouraging the village youths to improve their skills in sports and games, through 
friendly matches, state-level tournaments and annual tournaments. AVSRC is also currently 
supporting Auroville Village Action Group (AVAG) in its efforts to establish an overall organization for
the development of sports and culture for youths of the Auroville bio-region, as well as the 
formation of youth clubs in the surrounding villages of Auroville. Through these activities, AVSRC 
hopes to demonstrate involvement and commitment to bringing people together in mutual interest 
through sports, and to strengthen a sports culture in the villages of the Auroville bio-region.

Activities of the year

First, we would like to introduce our new Weltwaerts volunteer: Miss Luise Garbretch (Lulu) 
from Germany. Coming out of high school in Germany, Lulu has been volunteering for a year with 
AVSRC. Lulu’s support and help is very well-received in the sports training of schoolchildren at 
Edayanchavadi Government middle school, and at the Auroville-managed higher secondary 
Kuilapalayam Trust School. Her computer skills in secretarial, graphic and website update work have 
been very useful and she has been helping at the AVSRC office at New Creation Sports Ground. Lulu 
also helped with the AVSRC–AVAG–Dehashakthi co-coordinated bio-regional sports and cultural 
meets.

AVSRC supported the following events this year:

• Volleyball and cricket played in the villages and at New Creation sports ground

• Christmas day games, athletics and cultural activities at Certitude

• Table tennis matches

• Auroville's birthday week basketball league at Certitude

• The participation of Auroville Kabaddi club and Auroville Tennis club in the state-level and 
state championship tournaments in Pudhucherry state

Furthermore, AVSRC also facilitated the following Auroville school children to participate as 
players representing the Puducherry State Basketball Association in the All India National Basketball 
Championship:

• The girls: Aswini, Nila, Varsha, Devasri and boys: Gopal, Bala, Logesh, Ganesh and Deepan 
were players in the 42nd sub-junior All India National Basketball Championship from 2nd - 8th 
February 2016 at the Rajeev Gandhi indoor stadium, Puducherry.

• The girls: Nila, Akhila, Priyamvada, Priyanka and boys: Navaneeth, Rahul, Dhushanth and 
Auroson participated as players and Mr. Jothi as coach in the 67th All India Junior National 
Basketball Championship from 1st to 8th May, 2016 held at Indira Gandhi stadium in 
Puducherry.

• The girls: Varsha, Devashri and Sadhana and boys: Auroson, Edwin, and Ashwin participated 
as players and Mr. Jothi as coach in the 33rd All India Youth National Basketball Champion-



ship held in Hassan, Karnataka from 19th - 26th November 2016 representing Puducherry 
state.

The Puducherry State Basketball Association held its annual state basketball championship for 
the year 2016-17 at the Indira Gandhi Stadium from 12th to 16th April 2017. Seven children from 
Deepanam School and Transition School (Shiva, Kishaan, Shanthan, Sajan, Praveen, Varun, and Auro 
Ram) participated in this championship for the first time, representing the Aspiration basketball club.
The boys: Bala, Sudarshan, Suriyan, Maneesh, Vishal, Ajay, Rudra and Sudhir won the runner-up 
trophy in the sub-junior boys category. The boys: Guru, Navaneeth, Bhakthi, Dushanth and Gopal 
won the runner-up trophy in the junior boys category. And finally the Auroville junior girls: Akhila, 
Nila, Priyanka, Varsha, Devashri, Saundariya, and Panimalar won the winner’s trophy in their 
category.

The village volleyball training which began last year (initiated by AVSRC with training carried out 
by Mr. Senthil) is going on successfully. Engagement is with village youth in Nadukuppam, 
Bommayarpalayam, Kuilappalayam, Bharathipuram, Edayanchavadi, Kottakarai, Irumbai and 
Annainagar. Senthil’s training focuses not only on volleyball skills, but also on keeping the village 
clean of plastics and other non-biodegradable wastes discarded by villagers and visitors alike. Senthil
visits two villages per day: one in the early morning from 6:00 to 7:30am and another in the evening 
from 5:00 to 6:30pm. On Sunday mornings, two teams from two different villages are invited to 
come over to New Creation sports ground to play friendly matches together with the Auroville 
volleyball team. These friendly matches pave the way for a cordial relationship between the villages 
and with Auroville.

AVSRC also supported the Women’s Day celebration at New Creation sportsground organized by
the Kuilappalayam women’s groups. It was a one-day program of games, cultural activities, Kolam 
competitions and sharing lunch with one another in a very harmonious and joyful celebration.

Overall AVSRC provides an open platform for the youths in and around Auroville to interact, 
participate in events, upgrade skills and document their achievements.

Future activities

AVSRC along with YouthLink will be organizing an event in Auroville for the International Day of 
Yoga, which the United Nations has announced for the 21st of June, 2017.

In preparation of the 50th Anniversary of Auroville, AVSRC has been in contact with architects, 
designers, contractors, and programmers to get ready for potential funding both in capital 
expenditures and activities. Various ministries in Central and State Government have indicated that 
there is a possibility for releasing substantial grants to AVSRC. No money has yet been released, but 
it might happen on short notice, especially in view of the fact that the Prime Minister has accepted 
an invitation to visit Auroville during the Anniversary celebration. The interaction between Auroville 
and its neighboring communities is an important feature of the program for the 50 th Anniversary 
celebration.

Reflections

Education and especially physical education is a suitable discipline for creating good-will, mutual 
interaction and joyful exchanges in sports and culture. While obviously material help in cash and 
kind is necessary, it is not the most important. AVSRC has seen how much can be done with how 
little. When faced with difficulties and even problems, the different communities inside and outside 
of Auroville often experience that there is a space transcending these conflicts in which we all can 
meet and enjoy each other’s participation.



Conclusion

While Auroville is growing 50 years old, the multifaceted international city-in-progress is 
realizing more and more that the next step in its growth lies in inter-connectedness with its 
neighbors of the five Panchayats, its home-state Tamil Nadu, its host-country India, its continent Asia
and the world at large. Auroville through all its activities, like AVSRC, is developing partnerships with 
places and activities congenial to its aims and objectives (such as with the Weltwaerts organization 
funded by the German government). It also realizes that many of Auroville's accomplishments over 
the last five decades have relevance to the world: in skills training, building technology, learning aids,
discoveries in nutrition and health-practices, and in methods of self-awareness, self-discovery and 
yoga.
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