
Auroville Rural Volleyball Tournament
A project of Auroville Sports Resource Center (2016-17)

Overview

Auroville Sports Resource Center (AVSRC) with the support of SAIIER and many Auroville units 
has been supporting an Auroville bioregional volleyball tournament every year at New Creation 
sports ground. This year's tournament was from December 31st, 2016 to January 7th, 2017.

The bioregional annual tournament is extremely helpful to Auroville and the villages’ girls, boys 
and youth who take part in a joyful manner and develop their volleyball sports skills year by year.

Planning and organization

The volleyball team members met at the New Creation sports ground to plan the tournament.  
The steps were:

1. Logistics: We decided to conduct three different tournaments category-wise: girls; boys 
under fourteen; and male open tournament. We decided to invite 28 teams from Auroville's 
surrounding 22 villages. We fixed the dates for the tournament to be December 31st 2016 
through January 7th 2017.

2. Communications: We announced the tournament dates and times to various sports clubs in 
Auroville and to villages’ teams. The villages’ teams were equally shuffled and scheduled 
with fixed times.

3. Site preparation and supplies: The volleyball court was cleaned up and a new net was fixed 
for the tournament. We purchased new balls and also rewards like sports materials and 
cotton t-shirts for the winners and runners-up. We planned for avoiding plastic bags and 
avoiding vehicle parking nearby the sports ground, to make sure we do not harm the 
environment while enjoying sports.

4. Fundraising: Auroville rural volleyball sports groups approached various Auroville units to 
collect additional funds to meet the expenses. We are grateful to the unit-holders for 
supporting and encouraging this sports activity every year in favor of Auroville’s and the 
bioregion’s youth. We received donations (cash or kind) from: AVSRC, Maroma, Flame 
Pottery, Miniature, Auromode Trust, Svaram, Auromics, Palmyra, Coffee Ideas, Pour Tous 
Purchasing Service, and Naturellement.

5. Provisions: Thanks to the donations, we arranged for snacks, breakfast, water, buttermilk, 
lemon juice, simple lunch and tea for all the players and guests during the three days of the 
tournament.

6. Special guest: We invited chief guest Ms. Savitri, physical education coordinator at Aikiyam 
School, to meet the players and distribute all gift prizes for the girls’ winners and runners-up.

Tournament outcomes

A total of 28 teams from 22 villages participated in the competition: a total of 420 players. This 
includes 5 girls' teams (48 players).

Participating teams included: Edayanchavadi, Kottakarai, Bommailarpalayam, Annainager, 
Mortandy, Irumbai, PM-chavadi, Kuilapalayam, Dehashakti School of Physical Education, 
Raugthakuppam, Chinakottakuppam, Kottakuppam, Bharathinager, Alankuppam, Mathur, 
Pillaichavady, Kalapet, Nadukuppam, Puthurai, CM-chavadi, Rayapudupakkam, Apprampet, 
Kunimadu, Pudupet, Thailapuram, Sanjeevnagar, Durvai, Bharathinager and Auroville.



AVSRC had undertaken training of 9 village teams (about 280 boys) with a sports trainer, and 
supported their participation in this tournament.

The Auroville rural volleyball tournament is bringing a growing sports awareness for girls. It 
encourages the villages' junior teams to come together regularly at the sports ground to 
demonstrate their team spirit and skills. At the tournament Ms. Savitri advised the youth girls' teams
that sports activities are very important for human life. Sports give us personality development, a 
well-functioning body, and an active life. She advised that wherever you go, do not forget to include 
sports activity in your life.

Conclusion

This tournament brought all volleyball players from surrounding villages together in a gathering 
of team spirit, friendly competition and unity.
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