
Oli School (2016-17)

Introduction

In Auroville, the local Indian community cohabits together with the international community. 
However, the social and cultural gap persists, especially between Indian villagers and Aurovilians. 
Constant efforts are made to bridge this gap that goes against the values advocated by Auroville. At 
Oli School we believe that the way to make a change is through education, and that to start in the 
earliest years of life is best.

Around the world, and more among the poor, the so-called alternative schools such as 
Montessori or Steiner-Waldorf schools for example, are reserved for social elite that can meet the 
high costs of education of their children. Today it is still very rare that schools for the children of 
poor villages, such as those surrounding Auroville, adopt such pedagogies, although their efficiency 
has been proven in all social and cultural contexts.

At Oli School we try to combine the experience and vision of two major currents: ‘Free progress’ 
and the Montessori pedagogy. Oli School has completed 6 years of continued work.

Activities of the year

6 Aurovilians are an active part of the support group of the school. We have 13 teachers working
(and/or still under training) at the school, as well as 2 ammas, 1 gardener and 1 art teacher.

Regular activities of the school include Montessori activities, Holoenergetic visualizations with 
the children, Awareness Through the Body (ATB) and psychomotricity to help consciousness in the 
body, arts and crafts and Play of Painting to develop creativity and joy, blocks, swimming, 
storytelling, etc.

Workshops are regularly or punctually set up for the teachers, to provide additional educational 
tools and to improve the quality of their presence with the children. The teachers have English 
classes three times a week.

This year Oli School settled into a renewed structure and educational view. We had 108 kids, 
ages 2 to 6, attending school all in the same space; despite the number, we still managed to have a 
rather quiet and peaceful atmosphere.

Since January 2016, a French volunteer (Lison) who is a Psychomotrician has been working with 
the kids and teachers, and will stay with us for one year. Sangeetha has taken the team lead since 
Ana left, and Marie-Claire is there for psychological or pedagogical support in case of need. 
Marianne is helping in the administrative field when needed.

We set up a new outdoor platform thanks to one of our French main donors: a quiet separate 
space to work on psychomotor skills, English and Tamil language.

Support of the school

With the help of Marie-Claire, we are slowly building autonomy with small donors from France 
but it is taking time, we are still dependant on one big donor for half the budget which is not a 
healthy situation.

Palani is transforming two rooms in his house in a guest house to raise funds.
This year we started to ask for basic non-compulsory donations from the parents (100 

Rs./month). It was accepted with success, and only a few parents didn’t give. We plan to continue 
this as we believe it is in a way a symbolic and energetical participation from the parents.
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