
Mira Cultural Group (2016-17)

Introduction

Mira Cultural Group started 15 years ago with 12 Aurovilian women, who believe that learning 
music and dance together helps in understanding each other, bringing unity within oneself and 
between ourselves. We believe that music and dance can envelop and go beyond the barriers of any 
religious or cultural differences and embrace all differences within.

Slowly over the years, the women who were engaged with their workload attended less and less,
so we strove to include Auroville children and also women of the bio-region. We want to integrate 
village people, especially children and women, in the Auroville cultural life by teaching them dance, 
vocal music and instrumental music.

Activities of the year

Four teachers and two organizers are involved to provide:

• Veena class (students this year: 1 child and 1 woman)
• Classical vocal music class (17 children, 3 women)
• Folk dance class (7 children, 4 women)
• Classical Bharata Natiyam dance class (10 children)

The teachers are professional and qualified music and dance teachers, and the classes take place on 
weekends at SAWCHU in Bharat Nivas. The students are from Auroville and the surrounding villages, 
ages from 6 to 51 years, including boys, girls and women. We have 9 children from Auroville and the 
rest come from the bio-region. Every year there are more students.

All the students train to be able and join in a public live performance. At the time when the 
children are soon to give a performance, we offer extra classes. This year all the students presented 
at least one live performance in folk dance, Bharata Natiyam or classical vocal music. Performances 
took place during:

• International Women’s Day celebration in March 2016 at Bharat Nivas. The children 
presented the dance performance with hearts full of joy, dressed up in colourful costumes 
and jewels. The audience clapped encouragingly and appreciated their talent.

• Tamil New Year, 14 April 2016 at Bharat Nivas.
• The Auroville Singing Festival in September 2016 at Unity Pavilion. The women and children 

sang bhajans and a devotional song to Krishna in front of a big audience of Aurovilians and 
guests.

• The Diwali festival function in October 2016 at Bharat Nivas.

Outcomes

The children are our future, gifted with a lot of skills and talents and full of future possibilities. 
Nowadays the children tend to play video games, watch television and browse internet, roam 
around and learn bad habits, so we offer this opportunity to learn something meaningful in their 
spare time. These activities:

• Provide a welcome change to domestic and school duties.
• Give happiness and deeper consciousness through personal development, including greater 

concentration, commitment and self-discipline.
• Connect to the rich heritage of Bharatiya Samskritam.
• Support Auroville integration in the bio-region.



This type of program offers unique opportunities to Auroville and village students who are not 
able to join such classes in the city. In the future, elder students may teach new ones.

We the organizers also benefit, learn and grow; we love to create a place that encourages and 
promotes collective listening, learning, self-expression, joyful freedom, manifestation.

Reflections

The education pedagogy and level is different in Auroville from outside schools. Teachers from 
outside who come and teach to Auroville children learn about alternative styles of education and 
free progress classes. The children coming from outside also benefit.

One challenge is that we face difficulty getting the right teachers given our very limited 
funding. We need to find teachers ready to teach well without concern for the number of students 
and the duration of the class.

Children are very eager to learn and want to progress. But we realize that some disciplines like 
Raga in classical music, and also dance, require very regular if not daily practice. So we realize that 
weekly classes are not enough to allow for proper followup end development of advanced learning 
in these fields, or that further encouragement needs to be provided somehow.
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