
Kalabhumi Open Art Studio (2016-17)

Introduction

The Kalabhumi open studio wants to create a space for interested students of all ages to 
experiment with and to explore art in a professional equipped studio with guidance and advice from
an experienced artist (Nele).

Activities of the year

The studio offers different art media for painting (acrylic, oil, watercolor), drawing, spray-
painting, sculpture with clay and metal. All of these were explored by different students in the last 
year.

For the 8th grade in Transition School, up to 6 students at a time can choose to come to the 
studio to work on a project. The class happens at the same time as their weekly arts and crafts class 
at school, and the studio is easy to reach, at walking distance.

For Future School students, the open studio is offered as a elective class. This year 4 students 
came for a weekly afternoon class lasting 2 to 3 hours. They worked on creating textured surfaces 
on paper with cloth and texture paste, creating a feeling of canvas, which they painted with acrylic 
paint. We also worked with watercolors and drawing.

For adults, there are two afternoon classes of around 3 hours: one class with guided teaching of 
technique, the other with emphasis on free expression. We worked on composition, creating the 
feeling of space in the painting through proportion, light and dark shades, color, and perspective. 
We also did an extensive study of watercolors, with the theme of leaves.

At request, two new classes were created for interested 5th grade students (each lasting 1 
hour), with Stephanie as co-teacher. One group created a mural and the other worked with stencil 
and spray paint. (Stencil work requires a study of illustration, reducing the image to two or three 
shades. We used the help of Photoshop to find and determine the light and dark shades.)

Reflections

The emphasis in these classes is on free expression, and I try to create an atmosphere of free 
creation. To be creative one has to be free from the pressure of ‘perfection’ and be ready to 
experiment, sometimes risking to have less perfection in order to find a new idea and create some 
strength in the artwork. This freedom of expression is always encouraged at the same time with 
exercises of technique and precision.

The open studio has been running for many years now, and there is quite a demand for art 
classes, for both younger and adult students. So I welcome the fact that other artists offer to take 
part in the teaching aspect. I feel this points in the right direction to be able to make the project 
more flexible.

It is the part of finding the right mixture of studying technique in a framed, guided class with 
giving enough freedom to find one's own way of expression which makes the classes interesting, 
and in some way a sort of self-research. Doing this consciously ideally changes the way one sees 
things. This is something often mentioned by students when I ask them about what is most 
important for them.

The learning process is reciprocal; to see the work from the angle of the student gives me new 
ideas for my own work.  So I would not call this ‘teaching’ but ‘working together’.



It has been interesting to have classes with younger students. The classes are very much liked by
the students and will be continuing next year.

Conclusion

The classes have been a success in the sense that there has been a visible progress in both the 
technical skills and the general understanding of art. Most students have been coming for many 
years, and the groups have formed a dynamic which helps the student to feel comfortable, free, but 
also trying to do the best work possible.

There is a plan to enlarge the project with a pottery workshop, run by Sabrina, who would also 
be offering classes. This would be a fantastic development and we hope to manage to realize this in 
the coming year.

I am looking forward to have a class for ceramic and sculpture offered, so as to cover a wider 
spectrum of the arts. Three-dimensional study also helps in understanding forms, and will eventually
help for the drawing and painting skills as well.
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