
Film Making Apprenticeship (2016-17)

Introduction

This school year we started an apprenticeship of film making through “No School Productions” 
(Claire and RV). The teaching is done following the principles of Free Progress, and uses a project-
based learning process, in which the competencies, skills and knowledge knowledge are gained 
through practice.

Description of project

The film making apprenticeship program covers the areas of pre-production, production, and 
post-production. Each student writes, shoots, directs and edits his/her own film and contributes to 
others' projects on specific areas. The duration of the apprenticeship depends on the pace of the 
student's work and on his/her needs. What matters is for the student to explore different kind of 
works and to challenge themselves, learn progressively and build on what they have learned.

The apprenticeship is open to students who are finished with high school, who are motivated 
and have a project. This year we worked with two students who each worked on a full-length 
documentary, and to a third student who was learning script writing. Our work with the students 
involved spending 20 hours per week in the studio, plus shooting time and teachers' study time.

We provided the equipment and trained students in each of the various craft skills. Students 
made all aesthetic decisions, while solving problems. The work was constantly assessed. Students 
learned by applying themselves to aesthetic and practical problems generated by the actual process 
of film making.

Outcomes

Through this program the following were created:

• One full-length documentary on physical education, completed and screened in April of this 
year at the SAIIER conference hall.

• One full-length documentary on single mothers in the surrounding villages, in progress and 
to be completed next year.

• Screen writing for a full-length documentary, completed.
We also elaborated a training programme, including a learning curriculum, so as to ensure that 

pedagogical progress is made through the apprenticeship.

Reflections

The way this apprenticeship was shaped gave us the space and the spectrum to explore in a 
deeper manner the teaching of film making. The program was not organised according to a schedule 
but as per projects, and was totally at the service of the students' needs. 

The challenge for us was to be flexible and to create the environment for a harmonious 
collaboration. We have observed that to benefit fully from this program, the students have to be 
autonomous and have the necessary maturity to organise their time.

Future direction

This year was a trial. Next school year, we plan to open the program to more students.
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