
Annexure:

Bajaj CSR project summaries (updated 18 August 2017)

Project #1
Completion of Watchtower at Auroville Botanical Gardens
Rs. 88,080

The majority of the school children who visit the Auroville Botanical Gardens (around 3,000 per 
year) live in simple rural communities as our target group of schools are the local government 
schools of the Vanur and Marakanum blocks. The experience of the children is quite limited, 
especially that of the girls. We have seen the excitement and engagement created by giving these 
children the chance to climb up into the canopy and look out across the forest that is growing at 
the Botanical Gardens. It is something different, outside of their normal set of experiences and as 
such it creates a powerful and lasting memory. With this project we will complete the Watchtower
at the Botanical Gardens so as to be able to offer it again as an experience to the children.

Project #2
Garden of Indian Culture and Heritage
Rs. 18,03,000

This project involves the creation of a garden at Auroville Botanical Gardens that celebrates the 
knowledge and traditions associated with the native species of India, hoping to motivate 
Aurovilians and visitors to protect and nurture the environment of India.

We are constantly searching for ways of engaging people in environmental awareness, 
looking for ways to motivate people to get involved in actions which will protect the planet upon 
which we exist. We feel that the garden of Indian Culture and Heritage will be a point of interest 
for many Indian visitors who are proud and interested in their country. By creating a space that 
celebrates the knowledge and traditions associated with the native species of India, we hope to 
provide motivation for these people to protect and nurture the environment of India.

The Garden will have nine thematic areas: Perfume and Incense; Vedic and Ayurvedic 
traditions; Contemplative area; Astrological and Planetary connections; Lord Shiva; Kubera; 
Ganesh; Vishnu & Krishna; and The Goddess.

Project #3
Isai Ambalam School Transformation Program
Rs. 6,52,370

Isai Ambalam is an Auroville Outreach school serving village children from kindergarten to 7th 
standard. Various initiatives and methodologies have been tried in the school so as to provide the 
children with the best learning environment, but every effort seemed distinct in silos. In the last 
few months of the 2016-17 school year, we found that connecting threads of value-based 
education, critical skills and Education By Design (EBD) allowed us to synthesize the various 
activities together and create a collaborative learning community.

This project aims to take forward what we have developed and to expand its possibilities 
through technology and through connecting with like-minded schools and resource persons. We 
will also work toward systematizing our curriculum, developing our physical education program, 
re-skilling our teachers, and meeting compliance requirements for us to be a registered school.



Project #4
STEM Smart Classroom and Training Center
Rs. 10,90,954

STEM Land in Auroville is an innovative learning environment of Mathematics and Science where 
children learn by taking responsibility of their learning, creating projects using technology and 
supporting others’ learning. We aim to make this environment available to all with a ‘smart 
classroom’ that will document the best of what happens in STEM Land and make it available 
online. This will include children’s projects, presentations as well as videos made to learn Math 
and Science through materials, creating and building. Our interactions with scientists, educators 
and master trainers will also be made available online (with permission from participants). The 
smart classroom will also be used for teacher training that we are requested to provide by 
schools. We will experiment with live virtual classrooms between the two locations of STEM Land 
in Auroville schools, which will allow the children to interact and inspire each other, and see if 
expanding this network would be interesting for other schools.

The smart classroom will also address the gap between theory and practice in higher 
education, and will complement the online certification courses offered by the IITs with practical 
work that will help with understanding the theory. STEM Land will develop its electronics 
laboratory and expand its offerings to include training for older youth and college students, as 
well as for technical people working in Auroville who wish to update their skills.

Project #5
Blue Rays Ultimate Frisbee Development Program
Rs. 1,31,000

This project aims to engage with youth in and around Auroville through Ultimate Frisbee, 
developing the life skills that come with practice of the sport. Ultimate is a demanding sport that 
has low entry barriers and places emphasis on gender equity. It is one of the few sports in the 
world where men and women compete together on a level playing field. Ultimate is also a 
demanding self-refereed sport that teaches important values such as personal integrity, 
sportsmanship, mutual respect, non-violence and trust. This project will support and expand the 
opportunities for youth to develop themselves through this sport, by offering trainings and 
regular practice.

Project #6
Research & Development of a New Integral Music Paedagogy
Rs. 5,00,000

We are researching and developing an innovative music teaching and learning methodology to 
train up-coming musicians and aspiring music teachers in a sophisticated and holistic way. Our 
study incorporates the latest research in neuroscience, education and music. There have been a lot 
of discussions in the recent years on the modernisation and development of music education 
worldwide and the integration of music education into the Indian school curriculum. We can 
contribute to these discussions through the research and development of teaching and learning 
methods and their respective content relevant to education and society today. We aim to nurture 
an educational approach that takes the whole being into consideration and provides standards of 
excellence to students in search of higher music education.



Project #7
Creating Awareness of Azolla Production among Adolescents and Promoting Azolla Cultivation by 
Farmers in the Auroville Bioregion
Rs. 3,53,100

Most cattle farmers In Tamil Nadu depend on traditional and seasonal fodder for feeding their 
animals. However, they are extremely vulnerable to climatic extremes, in particular drought. Last 
year low rainfall in Tamil Nadu led to a decline in grassland and cultivable land for growing 
fodder. This leads to a two-fold challenge: farmers are faced with declining incomes due to poor 
agricultural yields, and they are forced to buy livestock feed which is expensive. Therefore many 
are unable to feed their cattle, leading to illness and reduced milk production. Through this 
project we will help address this problem by promoting awareness and production training of 
azolla for adolescents and farmers. Azolla is an alternative cattle fodder crop that is organic, 
sustainable and locally produced. In comparison to purchasing a conventional feed such as 
groundnut oil cake, azolla can be produced 40 times cheaper whilst yielding the same amount of 
protein. Through encouraging update of azolla production we will improve cattle health, reduce 
farmer’s expenditure, improve milk production yields and reduce stress on land and water 
resources.

Project #8
Scholarship Fund with enlarged budget
Rs. 10,00,000

The Scholarship and Educational Fund (SEF) provides financial support to Aurovilians, mainly 
to youth, who seek educational opportunities currently not available inside of Auroville. This 
includes college and university fees and related costs and CBSE courses (at New Era Secondary 
School, Auroville). The SEF was created in 2008 to provide support in the form of interest-free 
loans, payable when recipients begin to earn an income.

Originally the SEF team believed that scholarship funds could be raised without too much 
difficulty, in India and abroad; however, it was found that, while scholarship grants for 
outstanding students in specific subjects are available, support for a community of students in 
general does not meet open ears. SEF tries to provide opportunities for this community of 
students, allotting funds based on the criteria of a student’s motivation and aptitude as well as 
the family’s financial needs. Part of this grant will be utilized for a study of the impact of the fund 
to date.

Project #9
EcoPro Sanitation Education in Boodheri
Rs. 4,50,000

Since 2011, EcoPro has built 54 ‘dry toilets’ in Boodheri village (a ward of Tindivanam 
Municipality). EcoPro's involvement was in response to a request from a young woman hailing 
from Boodheri, and had the aims of introducing toilet sanitation (ideally in all 250 households), 
implementing total sanitation without significant water needs, and engaging farmers to make use
of Ecosan 'products' (i.e. human urine and fully-sanitized compost derived from human feces) in 
gardens, orchards and fields. EcoPro’s monthly audits show sub-optimal usage levels of these 
toilets, with villagers opting to defecate in the open. This project aims to increase sanitation 
awareness and trigger a change in the villagers’ mindset through Community-Led Total Sanitation
(CLTS), a methodology that aims at achieving long-term behavior change. EcoPro’s long-term goal
is to improve environmental sustainability and ecological balance in the village through 
eradication of open defecation, increase of toilet usage and reuse of humanure.



Project #10
Promotion of sports and culture in Auroville and the Bioregion
Rs. 10,00,000

This project is an umbrella for various sports, cultural and life skill activities which are organized 
under the supervision of Auroville Sports Resource Centre for beneficiaries in Auroville and the five
surrounding panchayats. The aim of this project is to foster healthy physical activity, role-model 
positive lifestyle habits, stimulate excellence, provide opportunities that can arise through sports, 
and build unity and harmony between Auroville and the local villages.

Support for this project was granted in two categories: (1) creation of a Kalaripayattu arena 
and facility, which will provide opportunities to learn and practice this traditional Indian martial 
art; (2) support for the project holders' overall priorities in their other initiatives including 
Auroville Nature Camp; basketball, Kabbadi, tennis and table-tennis leagues; rural youth 
volleyball training; promoting physical education in government schools of the bio-region; and 
events specifically for local women.

Project #11
Awareness programs for a plastic-free world
Rs. 2,69,500

The villages and towns in India are over-polluted by plastic bags and plastic bottles. We are not 
able to recycle them; instead we simply throw them away. Our surroundings are full of plastics, 
and we think that it is not enough to clean again and again, because the next day, people just 
throw them again and again. This project through Kuilaipalayam Cultural Centre aims to change 
the habit of using plastic bags and to give people an alternative. For this, we will create 
awareness programmes and provide cloth bags in the surrounding villages of Auroville, to make 
them plastic-free in future. Our programmes will include theatre productions, dance shows, 
videos, short films, walking with postures and cleaning up on the village streets.

Project #12
Upcycling Studio Gallery and Permanent Exhibition
Rs. 7,19,500

Our experience during the 3 weeks of workshops of 'Litter-Free Auroville 2017' showed us that 
there is a need for people to learn and understand more about environmental issues. We saw that
it was possible to make them appreciate things upcycled from 'waste' and to change their 
conceptions of waste, in a joyful and creative way. With this project we will build a permanent 
exhibition at the Visitors' Center where Auroville's many daily visitors can see creations made out 
of 'waste', learn about environment issues, and start changing behavior patterns towards a better
planet. We also find that making useful things out of 'waste' offers ideas and opportunities for 
creating new jobs. Our gallery and exhibition will be a place where visitors can create and play in 
order to produce new things and change their way of dealing with waste.

Project #13
'kNOw PLASTICS' Educational Program
Rs. 6,50,000

WasteLess educates the next generation to think critically about their consumption and the long-
term effects of their actions on the environment, animals and our health. Our focus is on 
educating children 6-15 years old, and stems from research which shows that targeting children 
from an early age can instill positive behavioural patterns and attitudes. WasteLess has created a 
memory game called ‘kNOw PLASTICS’, which teaches about the different kinds of plastics and 
they ways plastics affect our health and environment. The CSR funds will support the development
of a web-based (HTML5/Javascript) version of this game, with a downloadable educational 



programme, so that it can be shared with many young minds at very low costs. We believe that 
learning should be fun, and that materials should be attractive and well-designed, as well as 
based on clear peer-reviewed scientific studies. This game and the educational programme will 
encompass this, and will use technology to enhance the educational experiences of students.


