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Introduction

This research project tries to reconstruct and systematize core elements of Integral Education 
out of the educational praxis in schools and other learning environments in Auroville. The central 
questions of the project are:

a) What are the unique parameters of Integral Education which are distinct from other known 
educational systems?

b) Is Integral Education in Auroville an educational system or just an underlying philosophy for 
individual progressive learning in a collective way – or both?

c) Is there still a common understanding of the core elements of Integral Education according 
to Sri Aurobindo and The Mother? If so, are these elements known and implemented in 
practice?

Methodology

The author studied the relevant publications on Integral Education by Sri Aurobindo and The 
Mother, started to teach at different Auroville schools (at Future School and for a short time at 
Udavi School), visited relevant primary and secondary level schools and kindergartens, and made 
consolidated interviews with selected students, teachers and parents on their experiences in the 
field of education. In addition, the author participated in meetings focusing on educational ‘issues’ ‒
for example, the Auroville School Board; ‘Conversations on Integral Education’; ‘Collaboration 
between Auroville and Auroville International (AVI) in the field of further learning’;  a Create 
Auroville Together (CAT) on the theme, ‘What is education in Auroville’; and sitting in on classes at 
Nandanam Kindergarten and for a limited time at The Learning Community (TLC). The findings of the
‘Auroville Education Survey’ (1968-2013), as well as the results of a survey by an Auroville student 
team in 2016-17, are also being reviewed.

Outcomes

The findings of this research are being consolidated for presentation in a report, which will be 
completed and available next year.

Reflections

A few conclusions gathered from this research have been:

• Integral Education in Auroville can’t be understood as a system, but as a philosophical 
frame of reference for individual progressive learning in a collective way.

• In interviews and observations it became clear that, for example, the level of self-reflection 
of, and cooperation among, the students is quite high. Sincerity and gratitude seem to be 
characteristic values.

• Even if Auroville as a whole is an educative society, the most significant time for a kind of 
formative, or even informative education, is up to the age of 16 to 18 years. Each society 
should address this evolving time with great awareness.
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